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*Tii£ Bengal Native Infantry have been 
long noticed for their good conduct and 
gallantry in the field ; and as some of the 
battalions have, upon all occasions, dis- 
tinguished themselves in a particular man- 
ner, many old officers have expressed their 
' concern that no minute account had been 
published of them, especially those in the 
early part of the service. The writer of 
this has undertaken the task at the request 
of some very respectable officers, although 
he is conscious of his inability to do justice 
to the subject. He hopes and trusts, how- 
ever, that his endeavours may be favour- 
ably received by those for whose amuse- 
ment, they are intended, and allowance 
made for any errors which may occur in 
the following sheets, when he informs 
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them that he has scarcely a document but 
his own memory to guide him. He owns 
that the task is in some measure pleasing 
to him, as it recals to his mind many of 
the early scenes of his youth, which is gra- 
tifying to every man advanced in years, 
but particularly so to an old soldier, who 
has been near half a century in the pro- 
fession. , 1 1 

It is his intention to give the best ac- 
count he can of the several battalions^ 
from the time of their being raised until 
the year 1796, when the present establish- 
ment took place. 



HISTORICAL, ACCOUNT, 

4c. 4c. 4c. 


Prior to the year 1757, the', 'military a.d. 
establishment of Bengal consisted of only 
one company of Artillery and four or five 
companies of European Infantry, with a 
few hundred .Natives, armed after the 
manner of the country, for the protection 
of the several factories. After Calcutta 
was taken by the Nabob Surajah Dowlah, 
the Council o( Madras ordered Lord Clive 
and Major Kilpatrick round to Bengal, 
with such a detachment of their troops as 
could be spared, so as not to endanger the 
safety of their own settlement. As several 
companies of Sepoys accompanied that 
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detachment, these men laid the foundation 
of the Bengal Native Infantry, 
its?. In January, 1757, on the 'retaking of 
Calcutta and re-establishment of the Go- 
vernment, a battalion of Sepoys was or- 
dered to be raised and officered from the 
Madras detachment. That battalion is 
still in being, and will be treated 6f in its 
present rank. In the course of that year,' 
some other battalions wer6 fofmed, and 
officered in like manner.* » o‘ 

The establishment of a battalion of 
Native Infantry was then one captain, 
one lieutenant and one ensign, who acted 
as field officers; and the subalterns had 
two rupees per day extra for their trouble 
in disciplining their men, in which they 

• In the month of June this year (1737) the battle of 
PJasscy was fought, in which about 2,000 Sepoy, were 
engaged. Tbe present Ctl battalion 12th regiment was m 
that battle. 
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were assisted by a serjeant-major and a 
few serjeants. There was a Native com-, 
mandant, who took post in front with the 
captain, and a Native adjutant, who re- 
mained in the rear with the subalterns. 

The battalion consisted of ten companies, 
two of which were grenadiers, as at pre- 
sent. Each company had a subad ar, three 
jemadars, five hawuldars, (one of which 
was a colour man,) four naicks, two tom- 
toms,* one trumpeter, and seventy Se- 
poys. Each company had , a stand, of co- 
lours attached to it, of the same colour as 
the facings of ,the men ; in the center of 
which Was the subiadar’s device or badge, 
such as a sabre, a dagger, a crescent, &c. 
and the Grenadiers, by way of distinction, 
had the British Union in the upper corner. 

"When two or more battalions did duty ir«, • 
together, they took post according to the 

* A small Indian drum, 

B 3 
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date of their captain’s commission; but 
as that mode created some confusion, in 
frequently changing corps from one parti 
of the line to another, the Governor and 
Council, in April, 1764, ordered the bat- 
talions to be numbered according to the 
then rank of their captains, which was as 
follows, being eighteen in number, viz.~- 

1. Captain Giles Stibbert. 

2. Captain M f Lean. • 

8. Captain Hugh Grant. 

4. Captain Campbell. 

5 

6. Captain Trevanion. 

7. Captain Brown. 

8. Captain \V llliam S mith . 

9 Captain P. Galliez. 

10. Captain Ironside. 

11. Captain James Morgan. 

12. Captain John White. 

13 Captain Swinton. 
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14. Captain Hampton. 

15. Captain Stables. 
lG. Captain Scotland. ■ 

17. Captain Goddard. 

i 18. Captain Dow. 

Shortly after, another .battalion was 
raised by the Town Major in Calcutta, and 
numbered the Nineteenth. 

On the arrival of Lord Clive in 1765, 
he found, the- Bengal army to consist of 
twenty-four companies of European in- 
fantry, four companies of artillery, a troop 
of hussars, and about twelve hundred irre- 
gular cavalry, with the Sepoys as above. 

As soon as peace ,rvas concluded with 
Sujah Dowlah, the hussars were dismount- 
ed and incorporated with llie infantry, and 
the irregular cavalry dismissed, except 
three hundred. His Lordship ordered two 
more battalions to be raised, and then di- 
vided the whole into three divisions or 
n 4 



8 


brigades, except one company of artillery 
which was set apart for the duty of Fort 
William. Each brigade consisted of a 
Rossalah or troop of cavalry, one company 
of artillerj T , one regiment of European in- 
fantry of nine companies, and seven bat- 
talions of Sepoys, as follows: — 

• 2 d r 1st 6th 

3d .7th, . Qth 

i 4lh Rlh 11th 

5th 1 5th zi 12th 

% JOth ® 16th 2 Hth 

~ 13th cl 18th M I9th 

J7lk IjSOtli to he raised IjZUt to beraised 

iTGo In I 7 C 6 , his Lordship, having obtained 
fiom the Emperor Shah Allum, the De- 
vvanee, or management of the revenues, of 
the Bengal provinces, ordered a battalion 
from each brigade to be turned over to the 
Revenue Department; but they were to 
retain their rank in the line, and continued 
on the strength of their brigades. At the 
same time lie ordered six new battalions 
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fa. Hci'^ot^cd'for the same duty, -which 
were’elcnoflifiiatcd Purgunnah or Provin- 
cial Battalions. Those corps, although 
numbered in the line, were solely depen- 
dant on the Revenue Board. 

In 1778, in consequence of some mis- ms. 
conduct of the Purgunnah battalions, in 
the northern parts of Bengal, against the 
Senasses,* the three old battalions were 
returned to their brigades, and the new 
ones broke, except the 24tli, which was 
then on particular duty at Ramgur, under 
the command of Captain Caroac. 

At the same time an alteration took 
place in the rest of the Native establish- 
ment. The extra pay to Sepoy subalterns 
. was discontinued, and an altowance of one 
'rupee per day was added to the pay of all 
the subalterns in the service. The number 
of subalterns in each battalion was in— 

* Itinerant tribes of religious (aunties and marauders. 
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creased to three lieutenants and three on- 
signs. The colours were taken from the 
several companies, and only two stand al- 
lowed to the battalion, as in the European 
regiment, which were in future to be car- 
ried by jemadars. , All the tomtoms and 
trumpeters were dismissed, and drums and 
fifes substituted. t < < 

im. In 1775, General Clavering, having then 
the command of the army,, thought it 
would appear better on the official returns, 
if the battalions w ere regularly numbered 
in their several brigades ; lie therefore gave 
the seven first numbers to the first brigade, 
the next seven to the second brigade, and 
the seven last numbers ^ to the third bri- 
gade. This changed the number of every 
battalion in the service except the twenty- 
first. The 7th battalion, then at Chitta- 
gong, was made independent, ( and the 
24th battalion at Itamgur was brought 
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into the'linc in its stead, and numbered 
the Pourteenth. 1 

In 1778, war breaking out with the 
Makarattas, and afterwards with tiie 
Trench, six battalions from the first bri- 
gade were ordered across the country! to 
the west of India, and some new battalions 
were formed to replace them; and several 
battalions, 'which had been disciplined by 
British officers for the service of the Vizier, 
-were taken into the Company’s service. 

In the 1 latter end of the year 1780, in 
consequence of the defeat of Colonel Bai- 
lie’s detachment, and the irruption of 
Hyder Ally into the Carnatic, the Govern- 
-ment iof Bengal deemed it requisite to 
' augment their army, that they might be 
enabled to send succours to the coast: 
-accordingly a new establishment of the 
Native infantry took place. Every bat- 
talion' in the service, except the six at 


1778. 


1780. 
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Bombay, was' increased to f a thousand 
men, and formed into a regiment, consist- 
ing of two battalions — each battalion of 
five companies. A major commanded the 
regiment, and a captain 'each battalion, 
with a 'lieutenant to each company^under 
him, but no ensigns. This had effect from 
the 1st of January, T781, immediately 
after which five regiments were ordered to 
'Madras under Colonel Pearsc.* *i» * 

i78s c. in the beginning of 1786 a new estab- 
lishment was formed. The two battalions 
of each regiment were doubled up into 
'a single battalion of ten companies, and 
the niimber of battalions reduced to thir- 
•ty; ten> to each brigade; and all the In- 
■ depend ant Corps were reduced: 

This arrangement had * scarcely taken 
effect, when orders for a revised ^establish- 
ment arrived from Europe. The » army 

* Viz. the 12 lb, 15th, 24tli, 25lh, and 26th regiments. 
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was accordingly formed into six brigades, 
each consisting of a battalion of Europeans, 
and six battalions of Sepoys, of eight com- 
panies each; which increased the number 
of battalions to thirty-six. In 1791 the 
war with Tippoo Sultan breaking out, six 
battalions were ordered to the coast;* and 
the whole of. the Native corps were aug- 
mented to ten companies each, which 
system continued in force until the pre- 
sent establishment was fixed in 1796. 

The battalions which were in the ser- 
vice in the year 1764, have already been 
mentioned, as well as those which were 
afterwards formed to complete the bti- 
•gades; but as four of those battalions arc 
not now in being, the writer trusts that an 
account of them will not be unacceptable. 
They 'will be spoken of as they stood, 
when they were numbered, the 7tli, 15th, 
19th, and 24th. 

* viz. llic 3d, 7th, IStb, 14tli,S6tli, and CBth battalion' 
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.The 7th battalion was raised! at Chitta- 
gong in 1758, and remained constantly in 
that province, 'and of course had little 
opportunity of ' distinguishing itself. i.In 
1764 . it was commanded by Captain 
Brown, and 1 he being the seventh upon 
the list'it became that number. In 1765 
it was posted to the 2d brigade; *and when 
General j Clavering’s arrangement took 
place, in 1775, it became an independent 
corps, and as such was reduced in 1786. ' 

The'l5th battalion! was an old and dis- 
tinguished corps. ' It was* raised in Cal- 
cutta, the latter end of the year 1757* by 
a Captain Mathews, whose name it went 
by as long as it existed — a name which 
both officers and men were proud to boast 
of- j 1 

In 1758 it accompanied Colonel Ford 
to Masulapatam, where its conduct in the 
action with the French, before that for- 
trpss, was highly spoken of. In 1759 it 
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returned to .Bengal, and early the follow- 
ing year was detached, with the same 
officer, to attack the Dutch .troops which 
were intended to be smuggled into:Bcn- 
gal, as was supposed, by the connivance 
of the Nabob Meer Jaffier.' Colonel Ford 
camei up with them near Gliyretty, and 
gave them a total defeat,' taking the 
greatest part of them prisoners. 1 The 
Mathcas did its duty fully .upon that occa- 
sion, as it did during the remainder of the 
year under Colonel Caillaud. ’ Early in 
1701. it "was one of the battalions with 
Major Carnac, when he defeated and took 
prisoner the Shah Zadah, afterwards Em- 
peror. It remained at Patna until 1762, 
when the greatest part of the army re- 
turned to Calcutta, where it remained un- 
til the war broke out with Cossim Ally, in 
June, 1763, when it was again early, in the 
field under Majors Adams and Carnac, 



and behaved with great bravery during 
the whole of that arduous campaign » 
which was carried on in the height of the 
rains; but particularly at the battle of 
Gheria, which was fought on the 2d of 
' August, near Sooty. The enemy’s cavalry 
having broke through the Company’s 
European troops, whilst they were form- 
, ing, this battalion, and some others, nobly 
* supported the 84th regiment, and gained a 
1 complete victory. The European batta- 
lion, although thrown into some confusion 
by the sudden attack of the cavalry, soon 
reco\ ercd their order, and had ample satis- 
faction of the enemy. 

Major Adams pursued Cossim Ally’s 
troops to Uddah Nullah, where they made 
a stand; and, it being a strong position, 
would have given the army a great deal of 
trouble, had not the Major ordered a de- 
tachment of Europeans and Scpojs to 
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take a circular march by the foot of the 
hills, timing the night, so that at day- 
break the next morning, they were com- 
plelelv sui pi lzed, and a dieadful slaughter, 
at the point of the bayonet, v. as the con- 
sequence, after which they scarcely ever 
faced him, not cicn at the Pass of Ter- 
riagully, which, at that time, might have 
been defended by one hundred men 
against a thousand. 

The army, on getting clear of the hills, 
pushed on to Monghyr, which made but a 
feeble resistance ; and having thrown a 
small garrison into the place, the Major 
continued his march towards Patna, but 
Cossim Ally hai ing broken down an arch of 
the bridge oicr the Daccra Nulla, he was 
detained one day in laying planks for the 
army to cross. The broken arch remains 
m the same state at this day. On the ar- 
rual of the army at Patna, that city was 
c 
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immediately invested. It held out for 
some days, and was then taken by storm, 
in which Captain Irving of the 84th regi- 
ment was killed, and Lieutenant Gall icy, 
with one or two other officers, whose names 
the writer cannot now recollect, were 
wounded, and several non-commissioned 
officers and privates killed and wounded. 
From thence the Major pursued the ene- 
my, (who were flying towards Sujah Dow- 
lah’s country, by the road of Dowdnagur 
and Sassnram,) and in about ten days 
reached the Carumnassa, n small river 
which then separated the dominions of the 
Vizier from those of the Company. Here 
he halted about a w eek, and then marched 
back to Sant, a small ullage on the banks 
of the Durgotty, n nulla which runs paral- 
lel with the Cqrmmiassa, and about four 
tuilcs from it. Major Adams left the army 
at Sant, und proceeded to Calcutta, where 
he died in Jatmurv, l?6i. 
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On Ins departure tlie command devolved 
on Major Jennings of' the Artillery, ■who, 
to his great concern, soon discovered a 
spirit of disaffection and insubordination 
amongst the troops. It seems some pro- 
mises were made them on taking the field, 
by the Nabob Mecr Jaffier, which were 
not fulfilled; and now that Major Adams 
had left, them, under whom they had 
fought, and through whom the promise 
had been made, they despaired of ever 
being recompensed for their bravery. 
This occasioned the ill humour which was 
then so visible in the army. On a certain 
day the whole line got under arms without 
orders, threatening to march into Sujah 
Dowlah’s country, and throw themselves 
on his protection if their donation was not 
instantly paid and the Europeans actually 
began their march towards 'the Carum- 
nassa. Ilowe^ or, by the persuasion of the 
C2 
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officers and seijeants, all the British, and 
some few of the German soldiers, were 
brought back; and Serjeant Delamar, 
formerly of the 84th regiment, who, being 
of Trench parents, although born in Lon- 
don, spoke the language as fluently as he 
did English, was sent after them to try 
and prevail on them to return, with a' pro- 
mise of promotion in case he succeeded. 
He accordingly mounted his tattoo,* and 
overtook them about a mile from the Ca- 
rumnassa; but instead of using his endea- 
vours to bring them to a sense of their 
duty, he placed himself at the head of 
them, observing, that now was the time 
to make their fortunes, and if they would 
follow him he would lead them to riches 
and honour.” They gave him three 
cheers, and then pushed on to the Carum- 
nassa. Here many more of the Germans, 


Small Jio/st, 
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seeing that the French were carrying 
things farther than they intended, quitted 
them, and returned to Sant during the 
nights Ne\t morning it was found that 
we had lost about two hundred men.* 

* It may appear strange how so many of the French 
nation could get into the service of Bengal at that early 
period the cause of it shall therefore, be explained. In 
January, 17Cl, Pondicherry, the only fortress the French 
had then remaining *n India, surrendered to Sir Eyre Coole 
The gamson of that city was composed of the old French 
regiment of Lorraine, Lally’s Irish regiment, and the 
Trench Company’s regiment, called the Pondicherry — a 
great number of ihe men of these regiments enlisted in the 
Company’s service Those from Lally’s were incorpo- 
rated with the British troops, but the men of the Lorraine 
and Pondicherry were formed into two independent com- 
panies AU the otheis, being pnsoners of war, were sent 
. to Bengal, where, on 5he commencement of the troubles 
with Cossim Allv, a number of them engaged in the Com- 
pam’s service, and were placed under M Claude Martme, 
their countryman, who had formerly served in the Lorraine 
regiment M Mar tine afterwards got a commission, and 
died a Major General in the Honourable Comparty’s 
amvf 

The two companies left at Madras were* in the year 
1702, embarked on board Admiral Cornish’s fleet, and 
accompanied it to Manilla, where they were found iery 
C3 
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The Sepoy battalions had put them 
schcs in motion to folloir the l'uropcnns; 

useful in malm- gabion*, fascines, am! piclcts, fur carry- 
ing on tilt, npj roadie* 'Hie j lace win lalcn by »tonii on 
the fith of October, after which the Admiral toot pos- 
session of Casitta, where finding excellent «! ret*,* ami 
plenty of natal store*, with a gnat itnml>erof poor! Malay 
ami Cl nnt sc carpenter*, lit thought it right to give In* 
*lnps n thorough repair before he returner! to the Indian 
Star tin* toot him up until the mil of I ebruary, I7GJ 
Hating arranged matters with the Grrenur, (a Mr 
Prate, of the Madras Cnil Sen ice,) ami with Major I ell, 
who commando! (he troop*, ht fixed on (he 1st of March 
for quitting the harbour, hai mg ordered the Falmouth, n 
fifty gnu ship, with Sir Uilliam Praper’s regiment, and 
nil the Compani’s troopi, to remain for the protection of 
Manilla end tl c Port ofCatitta Hut the m 0 ht hcforche 
•era* to sail it was fortunately discos cred, that the two 
French compamc* had entered into a conspiracy to sur- 
prize the ci*y, and gitc U up to t?!c Spaniards as soon ns 
the Peel had put to «ea On information being sent to 
the Admiral lie ordered out all the boats of the fleet, and in 
the course of the day, the two 1 mich companies were 
laVen on board Early next morning be quitted Manilla 
bay, but, owing to calms and !i 0 lit wind*, did not reach 
Madras until the 18th of May, where he found the Liter- 
pool frigate, just arm eel from England, with an account of 
the peace between all the powers at war, and an order for 
Admiral Cornish to return home with the fleet The two 
1 reach companies w ere immediately landed 
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but from tbo influence of tbe European 
officers, who were highly respected by 

■ Here the fleet remained until the latter cm) of August, 
when accounts were received from Bengal of the war with 
Cossitrf Ally, and the capture of the detachment at Patna. 
It was immediately determined by the Council of Madras 
to send a reinforcement to Bengal, and the Admiral agreed 
to furnish two line of battle ships, and as many frigates, 
completed to their full complement of Marines, for that 
service. The ships ordered for this duly were the York 
and Medway of sixty guns each, with the Argo and Liver- 
pool of twenty-eight; and the Argo, being the quickest 
sailer, was dispatched with information to the Bengal 
government: sire sailed from Madras on the 1st of Sep- 
tember, and arrived off the Old Fort on the 9th, wlipn the 
Marines were immediately landed. Towards the tnd of 
the month the rest of the fleet arrived under the command 
<Jf Commodore Tinker, when the Marines joined those ot 
the Argo, and the whole were ordered to Ghyrelty. Here 
• they found their number to be about two hundred, com- 
manded by Cap tarn Frederick Thomas Smith,* (afterwards 
in the Company’s smite, and Town Major of Fort Wil- 
liam,) and Captain Maurice \Vcnijs,J- but there being 
only two Marine subalterns in the four ships, the Coinnio- 

* lie became a Major in 17G8, and died at Patna m 
1770, then commanding the Purgnwijh battalion at tint 
station. 

i" Bird lately a Major General of Marines. 

c 4 



24 


them, and the promise of Major Jennings 
that their grievances should be laid before 

dore commissioned a few of the midshipmen. About the 
middle of October they marched to Durdwan to watch the 
motions of the Maharattas, who had threatened fo enter 
Bengal during the troubles, where Major Carnac, who had 
been ordered from the Grand Army, arrived and took the 
command of them. Here they found Captain M‘ Lean’s 
battalion of Sepoys, and the Major bronght with him the 
troop of Hussars. Early in November they were joined 
by a detachment of uear three hundred Europeans from 
Madras, amongst whom were their Manilla acquaintance, 
the two French companies. The Major then moved to- 
wards Ramgur, along the Maharatta frontier ; but before 
he had marched, above six days, he leamt from Calcutta, 
that the Maharattas had dropt the design of entering these 
provinces; he therefore ordered all th^ Company’s troops 
to proceed, by wbat is now called the New Road,* and 
join the army under Major Adams at Sant, where they ar- 
rived about the end of December, and where, the writer 
has' no doubt but die two Trench companies were the 
principal instigators of the mutiny, although they had no- 
thing to complain of. 

Major Comae went down to Calcutta, and die Marines 
marched back to Burdwan, where diey remained until the 

* A military road made by order of Mr. Hastings, after 
the insurrection at Benares in 1781, to facilitate die com- 
munication with the upper provinces. 



25 


Government; and having distributed 
amongst them all the money he had in 
camp, they were prevailed on to return to 
their duty. - ' * 

As soon as information of this unex- 
pected transaction had reached Calcutta, 
the Government became alarmed for the 
safety of the country. An express was in- 
stantly sent to Commodore Tinker, re- 
questing that the Marines might he re- 
landed and sentoff to join thenrmy. The 
Commodore immediately repaired to town, 
with the Marines of the Medway, where 
they joined those of the Argo, then tying 
off the Old Fort, the whole amounting to 
one hundred privates complete, com- 
manded by Captain Wcmys. The York 
and Liverpool had sailed for Madras, with 
Captain Smith’s company on board, a few 
days before. 

laUet end of January, 1764, nben they embarked on hoard 
their respective ships in order to return to England. 
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As soon as the Marines under Captain 
Wemys had received their camp equi- 
page, they were immediately sent off to 
them my, with which they formed a junc- 
tion on the 9th of May, after a most 
fatiguing march in the hottest season of 
the year. 

When Major Carnac heard of the busi- 
ness at Sant, he immediately set off by 
post to take tbfe command of the army, 
where, on his arrival, finding that the ill 
humour into which the troops lmd been 
thrown was not quite subsided, and un- 
derstanding that Sujali Dowlah, and the 
Emperor Shah Allum, were preparing to 
invade Bengal with a powerful army, for 
the e\prcss purpose of restoring Cossim 
Ally to the Musnud, he thought it right to 
march across the country to Bu\ar # uhcrc 
he encamped for a few days, when hearing 
that Sujah Dowlah had actually crossed the 
Carumnassa, he marched to Patna, and 
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entrenched the army under the walls of 
that city. This was the middle of April ; 
and about the same time the orders of 
Government were received for fixing the 
rank of Sepoy battalions, when the Ma- 
thews, then commanded by Captain Sta- 
bles, became the Fifteenth in number. 

Sujali Don lab came before Patna about 
the 24th or 25tli of April, and immediately 
invested both the city and the army, plac- 
ing his right under Shah Allum, at Mecr 
Jaffiei’s gardens, close to the river; his 
left under Cossim Ally, at Bunhypore; 
and with the center lie took post near 
Lohanapore, his whole line united, and 
something better than a nnlc in front of 
the British intrencliment. 'Healing that 
the Marines were fast advancing he de- 
tached a strong body of cavalry to cut 
them off; but, fearing that they might 
give lus detachment the slip, and get into 
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Patna, he prepared to attack Major Car- 
nac, before he could receive any reinforce- 
ment? — accordingly on the 3d of May, 
having put every tiling in order, his whole 
line advanced to the attack; but the Ben- 
gal troops were prepared for the meeting, 
and gave him so warm a reception, that 
after a contest of some hours, finding he 
could make no impression, he retired 
within his own lines. All the troops be- 
haved remarkably well upon this occasion, 
but none more so than the battalion which 
is now treating of. *■ 

The Maiines, on the 9th of May, (as has 
been already mentioned,) arrived in Patna 
from the opposite side of the Ganges, and 
about sun-set the Major met them at the 
west gate of the city, and conducted them 
to their post in the line of intrenclimcnt,* 


* The manner of doing duty, in this intrenchment, was 
▼ery correct and judicious. Every evening at sun-set oue 



where they were received by the hearty 
cheers of their countrymen, as well as by 
ail the Native soldiers in camp. 

. Here they remained, looking at each 
other, until about noon on the SOtli of 
May, when the enemy’s troops were per- 
ceived to be in motion, bending their 
march towards their own left! The drums 
immediately beat to arms, and the Ma- 
rines, with the grenadiers and four com- 
panies of grenadier Sepoys, under the 

third of each corps formed a piquet, which immediately 
mounted the rampart, and sent out a triple row of double 
sentries — the farthest about one hundred and fifty yard* 
from the ditch, and the two inner rows at fifty paces dis- 
tance from each other. If the outward sentries perceived 
anything which had a suspicious appearance, they were tQ 
fire their pieces and retire to the next row, and so on until 
the cause of alarm was discovered. At eight o'clock the 
remainder of the army mounted the rampart, and after that 
not a man was allowed to quit his rank, hut to sleep on his 
arms ur*U it was broad day, when the whole retired to 
tlieir tents. The piquets relieved the sentries every hour* 
wnt vd Vtic corpora^ and one of die Serjeants visited 
them every half hour between the reliefs. 
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command of Captain Wcmys, were ordered 
out to harass their rear ; but they found 
it so well protected, that they could make 
little impression. They exchanged 'a few 
shot, but it was thought without injury to 
either side. They were, however, much 
galled, as they passed the right of the line, 
by a few guns which were placed on a 
commanding spot of ground within the 
intrenchmcnt. 

The following day, on hearing that the 
combined army had continued its march 
towards Moneah, a detachment was form- 
ed for the purpose of clearing the Sircar 
Sarun district, which had been overrun 
by some of Sujah Dowlah's troops and ir- 
regulars, and to prevent their getting any 
succours from their Grand Army. This 
detachment consisted of the Marines, and 
the Company’s Grenadiers, with the Bat- 
talions of Captains Tre\ anion, Galhez,and 
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Stables, and commanded by Major Cham- 
pion. Early the next morning, being the 
1st of June, they marched down to the 
Old Factory, where they were joined by 
eight guns, six and three pounders. Tho 
European troops immediately embarked, 
with as many of the Native troops as the 
boats could carry, and landed a little 
above Hadjepore. As soon as the whole 
had crossed they moved to a good spot of 
ground and encamped. The following 
morning they commenced their march, 
and continued it every day, without see- 
ing an enemy, until they reached Sewan, 
on the banks of the Gogra, which being 
the boundary of the Company’s territories, 
they halted, and remained some days; 
when finding that the province was en- 
tirely clear of the enemy, and that the 
rains were daily expected to set in, they 
marched back, and on passing Manjee, 
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the Marines and Captain Galhez’s batta- 
lion were ordered to halt, but the rest of 
the detachment went bn to Choprah, 
where they were to canton during the 
rains, except the grenadiers, who were di- 
rected to proceed to the head quarters of 
the arm}, then fKed at Bank} pare The 
Marines mo\ed into the Tort of Manjcc, 
and the battalion took up its quarters in 
the town A few days after their arrival, 
Captain Wcmys being desirous of hawng 
a small Bunglo on one of the angles of the 
fort, the people were set to work upon it, 
anti, on sinking the posts, discovered a 
deposit of small arms, five and twenty m 
number, of the years 17G0—61, sup- 
posed to have belonged to the unfortu- 
nate Pntm detachment, winch shall be 
mentioned hereafter Here the Marines 
remained until the beginning of August, 
when temporary barracks at Choprah 
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being prepared for them, they marched 
into them; but the battalion was left at 
Manjee. About three weeks or a month 
after the Marines left them a serious mu- 
tiny broke out, and the battalion marched 
off. On information reaching Choprah, 
the Marines and Captain Trevanion’s bat- 
talion, under /the command of Captain 
‘Wemys, were sent after them; and after 
two days very fatiguing inarch, every step 
almost up to the knees in water, came up 
with them. The mutineers had got into a 
mango tope, or grove, on a high spot - , sur- 
rounded with water, which was scarce] c 
fordable. On seeing the detachment, they 
drew up at the edge of the grove, and 
seemed determined to dispute the point 
with them. However, we* moved down, 
and drew up facing them, and after a little 

* Tile Author oF tins nairathe lidongeti at that period to 
, the Marines. 

n 
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conversation they agreed to surrender. 
Rafts were then constructed, when the 
mutineers were brought over and dis- 
armed, and the whole conducted prisoners 
to Choprah, where a set ere example was 
made, and the battalion ordered over to 
Patna. The particulars of this mutiny, 
and the consequences attending it, shall 
be noticed when the writer comes to speak 
of that battalion. 

Parly in the month of October, 1764, 
preparations were made for uniting the 
army, in order to march towards Sujah 
Dowlah, who had cantoned at Buxar, 
during the rams. On the 6th, m the morn- 
ing, boats being ready, the whole of the 
detachment, 'with the guns, were em- 
barked, under as heavy a storm of rain as 
can be imagined, which continued the 
Whole of that and the two following days; 
but on the 9th it cleared up, and the even- 
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ingoP that day thej reached the mouth bf 
the Soane, where they disembarked, and 
encamped on the western bank of the 
rnei, on such dij spots as they could find, 
without separating the corps too much. 

At two o’clock the next morning they 
took up their line of march, and moved 
along the bank of the Soane, towards the 
ferry, opposite to Moneah, until day- 
break, when Hircarahs came m and re- 
ported, that Major Munro, with the Grand 
Army, were at Moneah, and pieparing to 
cross the river, that a large body of the 
enemy were drawn up to oppose his land- 
ing, and that we were within a short mile 
of them On this the detachment imme- 
diately halted, and formed in order of 
battle, the Marines in the ben ter. Cap- 
tain Trev anion’s on the right , and the 
Mathews on the left, with the guns m the 
intervals By this time, the haze of the 
x> 2 
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morning having cleared away, they had a 
distinct view of the enemy, who, on per- 
ceiving them, changed their front towards 
the detachment. Every thing being now 
ready, Major Champion ordered three 
guns to be fired quick, which was the sig- 
nal agreed on with Major Munro. It was 
immediately answered from the other side 
of the river, and in a few minutes after the 
detachment heard the Grenadier’s March, 
which at that time was music of the m° st 
pleasing kind to them. They then pushed 
on to attack the enemy, who, after ex- 
changing a few shot with them, retired to 
wards Arrah. They continued their march 
to the Ferry, where they had, in a short 
time, the satisfaction of seeing their old 
companions the Grenadiers, with all the 
other European corps, and two battalions 
of Sepoys, being the first embarkation, 
safely landed. The rest of the troops, with 
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the guns and baggage, came over in. the 
course of the day, when the whole en- 
camped, about half a mile from the Terry, 
on the road leading to Arrah. 

"When the returns of the several corps 
were collected, it was found that the_ 
army consisted of eight complete batta- 
lions of Sepoys, with the two companies of 
Grenadiers, which had accompanied the 
Marines from Monghyr, and about eleven 
or twelve hundred irregular cavalry, with 
eight hundred and fifty-seven Europeans, 
making in the whole about eight thousand 
men, with two and tnenty field pieces. 
Major Munro,* who had just arrived from 
Bombay, commanded in chief, with Majors 
Champion, Stibbcrt, and Pemblc to assist 
lnm, and Major Jennings commanding the 
Artillery. Here they halted the two fol- 
lowing days, during which time the order 

* llte late General Sir Hector Mimro, K II, 

1)3 
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of battle was arranged, which it was deter- 
mined should be an oblong squaie* as a 
great part of the enemy’s force was car airy. 
There being parties of four of his Majesty’s 
corps in the field, viz. 84th, 89th, and 90th 
regiments, with the Marines, making in 
the whole something less than two hundred 
men, they were formed into a battalion 
under Captain tVemys of the Marines. * 
Every thing being prepared for march- 
ing against the enemy, the army left their 
ground of encampment at five o’clock on 
the morning of the 13th October, in a 
single column by files from the right, and 
directed their march towards Arrah. The 
field officer of the day, Major Champion, 
with two hundred of the irregular cavalry, 
the troop of Hussars, and two companies 
of. Grenadier Sepoys, with the quarter- 
master serjeants and camp-colour men of 
the several corps, formed the advanced 
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guard. Just as the day began to dawn,- 
the advance-guard having passed the 
bridge at Arrah, a famous partisan of 
Sujah Dowlah’s lay in ambush with a select 
body of horse. He suffered the front to 
pass ; but when the center had got oppo- 
site he rushed out upon them, cutting 
down all before him, and throwing the 
whole into the utmost confusion. Little 
resistance was made, every man shifting 
for himself by recovering the bridge, or 
swimming across the nulla ; and most of 
them effected it under cover of the fire of 
the Sepoy grenadiers. These two compa- 
nies were commanded by a subaltern 
officer, whose name the writer is sorry he 
cannot now recollect. lie had not crossed 
the nulla, and, therefore, as soon as he 
perceived what had happened in front,. he 
drew up his men at the foot of the bridge 
on tlic side next the army, and, as the 
• d 4 
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enemy t advanced, threw in a close fire< 
which drove them back, and favoured the 
escape of our friends. On the firing being 
heard in the rear, the King's battalion 
pushed on to support the advance, but it 
was all over before they got up. In this 
unfortunate business their loss was thir- 
teen or fourteen Europeans, chiefly of the 
Hussars, and a good many of the irregu- 
lars. Here the writer cannot avoid men- 
tioning the gallantry and presence of-mind 
of Quarter -Master Serjeant Bennett, of 
the 89th Highland regiment, jvho, being 
mounted on a tattoo, had crossed the 
bridge, when seeing the confusion the ad- 
vance was thrown into, attempted to re- 
gain it, but being singled out by one of 
the enemy armed with a spear, he de- 
spaired of being able to get off. lie there- 
fore drew his broad sword, determined to 
have at least a chance for his life. Portu- 
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hately for him the trooper’s horse was 
rather unruly, and came up with him on 
the off side of Bennett, so that lie could 
not use his spear. He instantly drew up, 
in order to bring the horse round, and 
coming very near, the Scijeant made' a 
blow at him, with his sword, which cut 
the near rein, and brought the horse 
round the contrary way, which gave Ben- 
nett an opportunity to escape. 

This check obliged the army to move 
■with more caution. The European Gre- 
nadiers, with four companies of Grenadier 
Sepoys, were ordered in future to head 
the line, followed by the King’s battalion ; 
but the enemy’s horse hung upon their 
flanks, and gave them a great deal of 
trouble, making a shew of attacking the ad- 
vance, whenever they saw an opportunity, 
which obliged them frequently to halt, 
and unUmber their guns; but a few rounds 
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always sent them off. At last on th6 22d 
of October, about nine o’clock in the 
morning, the advanced-guard entered the 
plains of Buxar, where they perceived the 
whole of Sujah Dowlah’s army drawn out 
to receive them, and about three miles in 
their front. As the advance and King's 
battalion entered the plain, they inclined 
to the right towards the river, in order to 
leave room for the several corps to form as 
they came up. The enemy saluted them 
with a few shot, which fell short, and after 
looking at each other for more than an 
hour Sujah Dowlah withdrew within Ins 
lines. The camp equipage being come 
up, the tents were pitched, and the troops 
retired to them with positive orders not to 
undress or take off their accoutrements. 
As there was a Milage about a thousand 
yards m front of the line, a battalion of 
Sepoys was thrown into it to watch the 
motions of the enemy. 
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Shortly after a Council of War was 
held, when it was determined not to attack 
the enemy until the morning of the 24th, 
that the troops might have full time to 
rest themselves. In the mean time nil the 
heavy baggage was sent on board the 
boats. 

Sujah Dowlali, not agreeing in opinion Bate 
with the Council of War, put his army in 
motion early in the morning of the 23d, 
and when the commander in chief, with 
the field officer of the day, were going out 
to take a view of the enemy, they dis- 
covered them in full march to give them 
battle. The drums instantly beat to arms, 
and by eight o’clock the w hole wereformed 
in the order which had been laid down. 
On the right was a battalion of Sepoys, 
with two guns on its right, and two on its 
left; — then the King’s battalion, with two 
guns on its left; — then a battalion of Se- 
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rear line. Major Jennings, Commandant 
of Artillery, took post on the right. 

By this time Sujali Dowlah’s line had 
advanced within about five, hundred yards 
of us, where they seemed to halt, and then 
we had a tlistinct view of them, and a 
grand sight it was : their left was close to 
the river, and their right extended into the 
country almost as far as the eye could 
carry, but bending a little inward, so as to 
bring their guns to bear on the left face of 
our square. About nine o’clock we began 
to advance upon the enemy, and then, for 
the first time, our fire opened, which we 
could clearly see had a fine effect. After 
moving aboutone hundred yards, ajcel,* m 
front of the left wing, obliged us to incline 
to the right in order to clear it. This 
took us up near an hour, the enemy’s can- 
non and rockets playing upon us the whole 


* Lake, swamp, or morass 
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poys, with two guns On the left of these 
guns was the Bombay detachment, con- 
sisting of something more than one hun- 
dred Europeans, and Topasses, that is, 
native Portugueze dressed as ^Europeans, 
who formed the center and rear ranks To 
the left of them were two guns, and upon 
the left of the whole a battalion of Sepoys, 
winch, with two guns, completed the front 
lme 

The second line was composed of three 
Sepoy battalions, and the Company’s Eu- 
ropean battalion, with eight guns in the 
intervals A battalion on each flank 
closed the square that on the left had 
two guns attached to it All the cavalry 
were drawn up on the left of the square — 
the lines about two hundred jards from 
each other MajorChampion commanded 
the right wing of the front line. Major 
Stibbert the left, and Major Pcnible the 
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so as nearly to inclose our left, and then 
the action in that quarter became warm. 

It was now about noon, when Major 
Munro rode to the Tight, and finding it 
much annoyed by a battery in a tope, or 
groie of trees, in front of the King’s batta- 
lion, he ordered Major Stibbert’s battalion, 
from the right of the line, to advance and 
attach it in flank. The battalion accord- 
ingly moved forward in excellent order; 
but receiving the fire of a battalion of 
Ncjeebs,* and being attacked at the same 
time by a body of horse on each flank, 
they were thrown into disorder and retired 
towards the line. Major Munro having 
gone to the left, Major Champion ordered 
the right wing to advance, but not to give 
their fire until they could push bayonets : 
they accordingly mo\ed on with recovered 
arms* and when they got m a line, with 

* Corps of infantry armed with matchlocks and sabres * 
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time; but their guns were not well served; 
otherwise, from the number they had in 
the field, they must have torn us to pieces. 

The left having cleared the jeel, orders 
came along the hue to move forward; but 
at that instant, a large body of cavalry ap- 
pearing in the rear, obliged us to halt, and 
the rear line to go to the right about. The 
enemy’s horse having been thrown into 
some disorder in coming through a village 
about a thousand yards in our rear, it tooli 
them a few minutes to close, and then they 
made a furi6us charge on the Tear line; 
but they met with so warm a reception, 
both of grape and small arms, that they 
fled, and never after returned to the field. 
They took care, however, to carry off our 
baggage, and all the tents which had been 
left standing. 

■Whilst the rear line was engaged, the 
right wing of the enemy had bent round. 
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so as nearly to inclose our left, and then 
tlie action in that quarter became warm. 

It was now about noon, when Major 
Munro rode to the right, and finding it 
much annoyed by a battery in a tope, or 
grove of trees, in front of the King’s batta- 
lion, he ordered Major Stibbert’s battalion, 
from the right of the line, to advance and 
attack it in flank. The battalion accord- 
ingly moved forward in excellent order; 
but receiving the fire of a battalion of 
Ncjeebs,* and being attacked at the same 
time by a body of horse on each flank, 
they were thrown into disorder and retired 
towards the line. Major Munro having 
gone to the left, Major Champion ordered 
the right wing to advance, bnt not to give 
their fire until they could push bayonets : 
they accordingly moved on with recovered 
arms, and when they got in a line with 
* Corps of infantry armed with matchlocks and sabres. ' 
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the disordered battalion, it instantly form- 
ed, and went on w ltli them On entering 
the tope they recened a heavy fire from 
the Nejeebs, which, however, did little 
execution They pushed on, and on get- 
ting clear of the trees, perceiving the 
Nejeebs had retreated, they gave them 
their fire, which obliged them to quicken 
their pace At the back of the tope they 
found twenty-se\ en pieces of cannon, some 
of which had been taken from us at the 
unfortunate affair at Manjee the year be- 
fore As soon as the guns were taken pos- 
session of, and the wing had reloaded, 
they faced to the left, in order to support 
the left wing and flank, still closely en- 
gaged, but the enemy, perceiving them 
moving ^down, fled in disorder, so that at 
one o’clock we were complete masters of 
the field The wing immediately halted, 
and then Major Munro came in front of 



the line, and returned thanks to the whole 
army for their steadiness and bravery dur- 
ing the action ; after which, taking off his 
hat, he gave three cheers for the victory, 
which Was returned by the troops with 
hearty goodwill. 

The line was once more put in motion, 
in pursuit of the enemy ; hut a large body 
of cavalry being left to cover their retreat, 
we were obliged to march with caution, 
lest these fellows should break through 
us, as they did at Arralr, so that we did 
not reach the Tory Nulla until sunset. 
Here a most horrid spectacle wa? presented 
to us: Sujah Don lah, when he advanced 
to the field in the morning, left iris camp 
and bazar standing, not doubting but he 
should gain an easy rictory ; but when his 
army gave way the bazar people ran to- 
wards the Nulla in order to cross it, but 
the bottom being miry, and thousands of 
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people pushing in at the same time, with 
bullocks, horses, camels, and elephants, 
the whole became jammed together, and 
perished by the weight of each other, so 
that for an extent of nearly three hundred 
.yards a complete bridge was formed. We 
turned from this dreadful sight, and took 
up our ground near the Tort of Buxar, 
where we lay on our arms all night. 

Next morning, when the returns were 
collected, it was found that our loss in 
killed and wounded amounted to one 
hundred and one Europeans ; se\en hun- 
dred and seienty-threc Sepoys, and about 
one hundred and forty or fifty of the irre- 
gular ca\ airy, making in the whole some- 
thing more than one thousand men; but n 
■\ast number of our followers were killed 
and wounded between the lines. Wc lost 
but few officers, for, indeed, wc had not 
many to lose, there being scarcely fifty. 
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including all ranks, in tlie field. Lieute- 
nant Spilsbury of the 96th regiment, and 
'Ensign Thompson of the Grenadiers, to 
which, at his o\tn request, he was appoint- 
ed the evening before, were kilted. Lieute- 
nant George Thompson lost a leg, and 
Captain Crofton of the 96th, with three or 
four other officers, whose names cannot 
now be recollected, were slightly wounded. 

We took in the field, and in the camp, 
one hundred and tw enty-siv pieces of can- 
non ; and a foreigner, who had deserted 
from us at Sant, brought in, the day after 
the action, seien field pieces, which had 
been left in his charge, for which he re- 
ceived Ins pardon. Se\eral of those de- 
serters were found dead m the field, and 
two, who had been wounded, and could 
not get off with their arm}’, were hung up 
to a tree in front of the line, by the provost 
serjeant. 

T 2 
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Thus ended the battle of Buxar, on the 
issue of which depended the fate of Ben- 
gal. All the Native troops behaved to 
admiration, although some of them were 
new corps, not having been raised more 
than eight months. As to the Europeans, 
they were tried mfen, and enured to ser- 
vice 

Sujfth D owl all’s army was reported to 
be nearly fifty thousand strong; and it was 
supposed his loss must have been consi- 
derable, as he never after faced us in the 
field. 

We halted at Buxar the three following 
days, during which time the biIdars,tor 
pioneers, were employed in burying tile 
dead of both armies, and the dooly 
bearers in bringing off the wounded, many 
of the poor fellows having lain on the field 
for more than four and twenty hours for 
want of conveyance to bring them off. 
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as nearly half of the bearers ran away 
on the commencement of the action, and 
a number had been hilled or disabled 
between the lines, there were not doolies 
sufficient to bring off with the army more 
than one fifth of the wounded. 

On the 27th we m&rched back to the 
bank of the river, near the field of bat- 
tle, and fiom thence crossed over into 
the Gauzipore district. The following 
day we took up our line of march to- 
words Benares, and continued it every 
day until we reached the Goomty river, 
where we met the Emperor Shah Allum, ' 
who had quitted Sujah Dowlah, and once 
more threw himself on the generosity of the 
English. During one of these marches, 
just as -we had come to our ground, the 
whole atmosphere was suddenly darkened, 
and a shower or cloud of locusts fell upon 
us, and covered the plain so thickly, that 
£ 3 
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■we were obliged to strike our bells of arms 
and colour tQnts, and move on to a spot of 
ground about four miles farther. 

The Emperor accompanied us to Be- 
nares, which we found deserted by the 
-enemy; we therefore marched round (the 
city, and encamped on the plain near 
Mur wad dee. Here we 'lay nearly two 

months, during which time all the public 
property belonging toSujahDowlah, which 
was found in the city, was sold by public 
auction, at the head of the army, for the 
benefit of tiie captors. About the middle 
4 of November a detachment was made, 
consisting of the Grenadiers, and three 
battalions of Sepoys, (whose names or 
numbers the writer cannot now recollect,) 
under the command of Major Pemblc, to 
reduce the Fort of Chunar; but on at- 

i 

templing to storm it they were beaten back, 
arid the detachment returned to the army. 



Shortly after the army was reinforced by' 
three hundred European recruits, and a 
battalion of Sepoys under Captain Iron- 
side, then Town Major. This detachment 
had left Calcutta under the command of 
Major Sir Robert Fletcher, just arrived 
from England; and when he began his 
march, was led to believe that the Grand 
Army would not move until he had 
reached Patna; liowcier, on hearing that 
Major Munro was advancing towards the 
’ enemy, without waiting for him, lie quitted 
the detachment, and came on by dawk, 
or post, but did not get up with the army 
urtil the day after the battle. On liis 
ar'ival Major Champion quitted the army, 
being appointed to command two com- 
panies of European recruits’, and two bat- 
talions of Sepoys, in the provinces of Mid- 
' uipore and JeUasorc, to keep an eye upon 
r. 4 
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the ]\Iaharattas, who were then in motion 
to assist Sujah Dowlah. 

In the month of December all the 
King’s troops were ordered to Calcutta, 
except those who chose to remain in the 
service of the Company; and about the 
lltli of January, 1765, Major Muoro 
himself left the army, the command of 
which devolved on Sir Robert Fletcher. 
He immediately put the troops in motion. 
A strong detachment was formed for the 
reduction of Chunar, under the command 
of Major Stibbert, and, with the rest of 
the army, lie marched against Allahabad, 
which after* a few days siege was surren- 
dered; and Major Stibbert, having a!so 
succeeded against Chunar, the army agun 
united on the plain near Allahabad. > 
Early in the month of March Maor 
Carnac, who had just been appointee a 
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Brigadier General from home, repaired to 
the army; and the Maliarattas having 
about the same time entered the Doab, on 
the invitation of Sujah Dowlali, lie march- 
ed to meet them, and after two slight ac- 
tions drove them across the Jumna. Sujah 
Dowlah’s affairs now became desperate: 
he therefore determined to follow the ex- 
ample of Shah Allum, for which purpose 
ho repaired to the British camp, and threw 
himself on the mercy of the English Go- 
vernment, who granted him much better 
terms than he could have expected, which 
put an end to the war; after which the 
army fell back to Juanpore, not far from 
Benares, where it remained until Lord 
Clive joined it in the beginning of August. 
His Lordship then divided the troops into 
three brigades, as has been already noticed. 
The Mathews battalion being appointed 
to the 2d, the whole of that brigade, un- 
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der Colonel Richard Smith, marched for 
Allahabad, the only fortress taken from 
Sujdh Dow lab which we kept possession 
of — Chunar was restored to him The 
first brigade, commanded by General Car- 
nac, mo\cd down to Monghyr, and the 
third, under Sir Robert Barker, united at 
Baukypore 

In 1766 the second brigade, being re- 
lieved b) the third, the Mathews battalion, 
then commanded b} Captain John Smith, 
a brother of the General s, was ordered to 
Benares, where it remained three 01 four 
years 

In 1770 it was ordered to the Presidency, 
where it was again relieved by the third 
brigade 111 1772, when it was sent to Ber 
ham pore, then under the command of Cap 
tain Philip Dclafield In the latter end 
of 1773 the second brigade relieved the 
first, then in the field, and early m 1774 



tlie whole of the second brigade (except 
the Mathews battalion, which was ordered 
to Chunar) marched against the Rohillas; 
the brigade was tinder the command of 
Colonel Gallicz; but Colonel Champion, 
being Commander in Chief, was at the 
head of the whole. In 1775, on General 
Clavering’s arrangement taking place, the 
Mathews became the tenth in number, 
and the following year was ordered to 
Midnapore, where shortly after its arrival, 
great discontents' broke out amongst the 
men, owing to intemperate and impro- 
per conduct on the part of their command- 
ing officer, which brought on an inquiry, 
and in consequence Captain Dclaficld was 
dismissed the service, by the sentence of 
a Court Martial, February, 1777. IVlio 
succeeded him in the command the writer 
cannot now recollect. In 1781 it was 
regimented, and became tlic 4tli in num- 
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der Colonel Richard Smith, marched for 
Allahabad, 'the only fortress taken from 
Sujah Dowlali which we kept possession 
of — Cliunar was restored to him. The 
first brigade, commanded by General Cnr- 
nac, moved down to Monghyr; and the 
third, under Sir Robert Barker, united at 
Bankypore. 

In 1766 the second brigade, being re- 
lieved by the third, the Mathews battalion, 
then commanded by Captain John Smith, 
a brother of the General’s, was ordered to 
Benares, where it remained three or four 
years. , 

In 1770 it was ordered to the Presidency, 
where it was again relieved by the third 
brigade m 1772, when it was sent to Ber- 
liampore, then under the command of Cap- 
tain Plnhp Dclafield. In the latter end 
of I77S the second brigade relieved the 
first, then in the field; and early in 1774 



tlie whole of the second brigade (except 
the Mathews battalion, which was ordered 
to Chunar) marched against the Itoliillas; 
the brigade was under the command of 
Colonel Galliez; but Colonel Champion, 
being Commander in Chief, was at the 
head of the whole. In 1775, on General 
CUvering’s arrangement taking place, the 
Mathews became the tenth in number, 
and the following year was ordered to 
Midnapore, where shortly after its arrival, 
great discontents' broke out amongst the 
men, owing to intemperate aud impro- 
per conduct on the part of their command- 
ing officer, which brought on an inquiry, 
and in consequence Captain Delafield was 
dismissed the sen ice, by the sentence of 
a Court Martial, February, 1777- Who 
succeeded him in the command the writer 
cannot now recollect. In 1781 it was 
regimented, and became tlie 4tli in num- 
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der Colonel Richard Smith, marched for 
Allahabad, the only fortress taken from 
Sujah Don lah which we kept possession 
of — Chunar was restored to him The 
first brigade, commanded by General Car- 
nac, moved down to Monghyr; and the 
third, under Sir Robert Barker, united at 
Bankypore 

In 1766 the second brigade, being re- 
lieved b> the third, the Mathews battalion, 
then commanded by Captain John Smith, 
a brother of the General’s, was ordered to 
Benares, where it remained three or four 
years 1 

In 1770 it was ordered to the Presidency, 
where it was again relieved b) the third 
brigade in 1772, when it was sent to Ber* 
hampore, then under the command of Cap- 
tain Philip Dclafield In the latter end 
of 177S the second brigade relieved the 
first, then in the field, and early in 377^ 
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the whole of the second brigade (except 
the Mathews battalion, which was ordered 
to Cliunar) marched against the Rohillns; 
the brigade was under the command of 
Colonel Galliez; but Colonel Champion, 
being Commander in Chief, was at the 
head of the whole. In 1775, on General 
Clavering’s arrangement taking place, the 
Mathews became the tenth in number, 
and the following year was ordered to 
Midnapore, where shortly after its arrival, 
great discontents' broke out amongst the 
men, owing to intemperate and impro- 
per conduct on the part of their command- 
ing officer, which brought on an inquiry, 
and in consequence Captain Delaficld a as 
dismissed the service, by the sentence of 
a Court Martial, February, 1777. Mho 
succeeded him in the command the writer 
cannot now recollect. In 1781 it was 
regimented, and became the 4th in num- 
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ber; and the following year, some symp- 
toms of a mutinous tendency appearing, it 
was broke the beginning of 1784.* Thus 
fell the Mathews battalion, a corps more 
highly spoken of during the twenty-six 
years it existed, than any battalion in the 
service; and at this day, if you meet an)' of 
the old fellows who formerly belonged to 
it, and ask them what corps they came 
from, they will erect their heads, and say, 
“ Mathews Ka Phulton.” 


The 19th Battalion was raised in* Cal- 
cutta by the Town Major, about the mid- 
dle of the year 1764, and when completed 
was given to Captain Hill. In 1765 it 
accompanied Lord Clive to the army, and 
was shortly after sent to the Court of 

* See the Supplement for lomc account of that mutiny. 
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Sujah Dowlali, where it remained several 
years. In 1767 a lnnt was given to Cap- 
tain Hill, tliatlic would be superseded by 
Captain Muir, whenever a promotion of 
field officers took place, m consequence of 
winch lie resigned the sen ice, and the 
command of the battalion was given to 
Captain Harper, who was at that time one 
of General Smith’s family.* 

* As the cause of this intended supersession is not gene- 
rally known, tlie following account of it may not be unac- 
ceptable 

Captain Douglas Hill was the son of a gentleman in 
Ireland, who losing his father when very young, and lus 
. mother marrying again, he ran away from school in the 
year 1754, being then about fourteen years of age, and 
joined a recruiting party of the 39th regiment, commanded 
by Colonel Aldercorn, and then under orders for the East 
Indies Beirfg too young to carry arms be was made a 
drummer, and armed with the regiment at Madras, m the 
year 1 "55, being the first British regiment that ever rounded 
the Cape of Good Hope Early the follow ing year two 
additional companies were sent out to the Tegiment, one 
which crwnmtnfed by die fate Lreufcnaaf Genera? 
Sir Eyre Coote Calcutta having been taken by Surajah 
Dowlah, in June, 1756, four companies of Colonef Alder 
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Captain Harper kept this battalion un- 
til 1773, when he resigned the service, and 

corn’s regiment were sent on board Admiral Watson’s 
fleet, to act as Marines, and to be employed on shore, if 
necessary, for the recovery of our settlements — Captain 
Coote’s company, and the one Mr. Hill belonged to, were 
in this detachment. 

During the year 1757, the Company’s possessions being 
recovered by the overthrow and death of Surajah Don lah, 
the S9tli regiment was ordered home the beginning of the 
year 1758, allowing such officers and soldiers to enter into 
the Company’s service as chose to ‘remain, promising to 
the officers their half-pay for life. In consequence of this 
assurance, the following officers came m with advanced 
rank, viz. Major Ford as Lieutenant Colonel; Lieutenants 
Camac* and Yorkf as Captains; and Ensigns DonnellanJ 
and Bradbridge as Lieutenants, and almost the whole of 
the Non-commissioned Officers and Privates. Captain 

* Afterwards a Brigadier General and Commander in 
Chief. 

+ Was Town Major of Fort William. 

t This unfortunate man was executed at Warwick in 
1781, for the supposed murder of his brother-in-law. Sir 
Theodosius Bough ton. He was condemned on the evi- 
dence of his mother-in-law, who, through remorse, on litr 
death bed, confessed that she had administered the poison 
herself, which deprived her son of life, and declared Mr. 
Donnellan to he innocent. 
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the temporary command of it was giv en 
to Captain Robert Stuart, (now Lieutenant 

Coote went home with the colours, and Mr IIill embark- 
ed in the same ship During the voyage, Captain Coote, 
perceiving him to be a smart youth, and ta appearance far 
above his situation, inquired who he was, and, to his 
astonishment, discovered him to be the son of an old and 
intimate friend He immediately took, the young man, 
then about eighteen, under his own protection, and, on 
their arrival in Lngtand, procured his discharge 

In December, 1753, the Court of Directors having re- 
presented to Government, that a regiment of Europeans 
was absolutely necessary for the protection of their settle- 
ments in Bengal, his Majesty was pleased to order one to 
be formed by drafts from the old corps, purposely for that 
duty, and, at the recommendation of the Court, Captain 
Coote was appointed to the commend of it, with die 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, and the rcgi 
raent was numbered the Eighty fourth To this regiment 
Mr Hill was appointed Quarter master, his warrant bear 
mg date the 7th of February, »17/>9 
The regiment arrived at Madras the latter end of the 
year and their services being required on the coast, 
they were immediately disembarked, when Colonel Coote 
became the Commander in Chief The first vacant com 
mission was given to Mr Hill The power of the Trench, 
in the Carnatic, being entirely ruined by the capture of 
Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, in 1761, embarked his re- 
giment for Bengal, in two large Country ships, one of 
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and, scour the country through the dis- 
tricts of Purnea, Dinagepore, Rungpore, 


to take the field , when Mr Muir was made a Captain, 
and as such, commanded a company at the battle of Plas- 
sey, os he did m every other action during the year 1757 
Xu the following year, a Captain Gowen, of the Bombay 
Establishment, came round to Bengal, and being an old 
officer, Colonel Cine gave him a Majority in this army 
Tins gave so much dissatisfaction to the Bengal officers, 
that eight Captains resigned their commissions in one day 
these were Rumbold, (afterwards Sir Thomas,) Alexander 
Grant, Muir, Carstairs and Campbell ,* the names of the 
other three the writer cannot now recal to his memory 
Captain Muir repaired to England, and in January, 1760, 
procured a Lieuteuancy m the 94th Regiment, with which 
he served in America the remainder of the seven years 
war In 1763 the Regiment was disbanded 

The 

* These two gentlemen were afterwards restored to the 
service, but with loss of rank Captain Rumbold applied 
at the same time, but was refused, on a supposition that he 
was a leading man in the resignation, he was, however, in 
the year 1760, appointed to the Civil Service, and, with a 
number of other gentlemen, sent out as Factors on the Ben 
gal Establishment Captain Grant returned to Bengal as a 
free merchant, and died jn 1765 — then Contractor for 
the armv 



and Cooss Beliar, then much infested by 
the Sanasscs.' ■ He executed ' his orders 


The latter end of the same y car, accounts having reached 
England of the war with Cossiui Aliy, and the destruction 
of the Patna detachment, proposals were made to some of 
the disbanded Lieutenants to raise men for Bengal, on the 
Company’s bounty, which was five guineas, and those who 
could enlist one hundred and twenty-five were to have 
Captains’ commissions. Man) offered their service, and 
•amongst the rest Lieutenant Muir, who soon completed 
his company, and with it embarked for India; but having 
along passage, did not arrive in Bengal until early in 1765. 
He was immediately sent off to join the army, where he 
had the mortification to find Captain Hill, who was so 
much Ids junior at the buttle of Plassey eight years before, 
now his senior officer. He represented to Lord Clive the 
very unpleasant predicament in which he was placed, and 
entreated his Lordship to relieve him from it. But Lord 
Clive told him that Captain Hill was an officer of very con- 
siderable merit, and lie would not on any account allow him 
to be superseded. However, in January, 1767, Lord 
Clive quitted Bengal, and "Mr. Verelst, the friend of Cap- 
tain Muir, succeeding him, things took a different turn, 
and die hint before mentioned was the consequence. 

Ou the resignation of Captain Hill, he returned to Eng- 
land, where he remained a few years, and was afterwards 
restored to the service, hut was drowned coming from 
Madras in the year 1777. 
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General,) who was ordered to proceed 
with it to join its brigade, then at the Pre- 

which, the Fatty Islam, foundered near the Sand Heads, and 
almost every soul perished The regiment was completed 
by drafts of men from home, but the promotion of officers 
went on in the corps Tins brought Mr. Hill very high on 
the list of Lieutenants. 

In 1JG3 the regiment was actively employed during the 
whole of that severe campaign, in which it acquired much 
honour, and at the conclusion of it were ordered home, al- 
lowing to the officers and men the same terms as had been 
granted to Colonel Aldcrcorn's regiment In consequence 
of this Lieutenants Goddard, Fielding, Neilson, Hill, and 
Comine, came in as Captatns Ensigns Auchmuty, Roper, 
K Hudson, Skinner, Camac, and Robinson, as Lieutenants, 
all their commission? dated in the month of October, 1763 
Here we will leave Mr Hill and speak of Captain Min*"* 

Captain Grainger Miur was the. son of a respectable 
officer in bis Majesty’s service, who was one of the majors 
sent out in command of twelve Independent Companies in 
Admiral Roseau eo’s licet, ly the year 1747, in order, if 
possible, to recover Madras, and some other settlements, 
which had been taken from the Company ihc year before 
byr the French, and Mr. Muir, then a youth about fourteen, 
accompanied bn father. 

The Adnnnl arrived at Tort St Davids the latter end 
of the year, and, vu h the assistance of the garrison of that 
place, invested Ponheherry, but the Monsoon setting in* 
and some mu manage merit laving existed m the engineer de* 



05 

sidcncy; but on lus arrival at Patna, lie 
found orders for him to cross the Ganges, 


yartment, he Mas obliged to raise the siege, with consi- 
derable loss. He sat down against it a second time in 
1748, but bad wade little progress, when accounts w ere 
received from England of a general peace. Madras being 
. restored by the treaty, die troops moved from Pondicherry 
to tale possession of it, where Major Mnir died the fol- 
lowing year. Young Mr. Muir remained at Madras until 
the year 175t, when the Court of Directors appointed him 
a writer on the Bengal Establishment. On Ins arrival in 
Calcutta, he was appointed to an office ; but disliking the 
inactivity of the situation, he solicited the Governor and 
Council to grant him permission to resign it, and indulge 
him with a commission in the army. His request was 
accordingly complied with, and an Ensign’s commission 
given him in the year 1754. 

In 1750 , when Surajah Dowla took die Fort of Calcutta, 
where so many of our countrymen suffered in the Black 
Hole, Ensign Muir was stationed with twenty men at the 
factory of Jugdia, under the orders of Mr, Amyat, the 
Chief, with Messrs. Pleydell, Verelst, Smyth, and llay, of 
the Civil Service. They were directed by the Governor 
and Council to quit the factory, and repair to Iulta, where 
the dispcTstd English were collecting, under the protection 
of some of the Company’s ships, just arrived from Europe. 

On the arrival of Colonel Clive and Admiral Watson, 
with reinforcements from Madras, the army was ordered 


T 
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most effectually, which in a great measure 
broke the spirits of those troublesome ma- 
lauders, as they have been tolerably quiet 
ever since. The battalion remained in 
Cooss Behar, where Captain JohnFuIIarton 
(late a Major-General) tooh'tbe command 
of it. 

In 177o, on General Clavering’s arrange- 
ment taking place, it became the 20th in 
number, and shortly after was ordered, 
with the rest of the brigade, to iehe\e the 
2d brigade, then cantoned at Belgram, in 
the province of Oude, where it remained 
until the latter end of the year 1777 , when 
it marched to the Piesidency. 

In 1778, Captain Fullarton hating been 
promoted to a Majority, Captain Peter 
Giant was appointed to the command of 


Captain Muir lit ed to attain tlic rani or “full Colonel, 
and died on lib way to England m the year 1785 
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it; and war with Prance breaking out the 
same year, tbe late .Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dow, with this'' and' another battalion, 
was ordered to takd ‘possession ofr Chan- 
dernagore, when the public property found 
in the place was given to the captors. In 
17S1, it was formed into a regiment, and 
ordered to the coast ; but on its arrival at 
Midnapore, a dispute arose between Cap- 
tain (then Major) Grant and his men, 
concerning the distribution of the Chan- 
dernagore prize money, when the battalion 
mutinied, for which it was broke, and the 
men drafted into the other five regiments 
then under orders for the Carnatic. The 
Major was tried and cashiered. 


The 2ith Battaikm was raised at Ban- 
kypore in the year 1766, under the dircc- 
r3 
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tion of the ‘late 5 Sir Robert Barker^ and 
when it was disciplined, was turned 'over 
to tbe’Purgunnah Establishment at Patna. 
The latter end of tlid year it was given 
to Captain Jacob Camac, who was ordered 
with it to Ramgur, where it remained 
many years. On the reduction of the 
Purgunnah Establishment in 1773, this 
was the only battalion that was allowed 
to remain ; and in 1775, by General Cla- 
vering’s arrangement, it was brought into 
the line, posted to the 2d brigade, and 
became the Fourteenth in number." In 
1778, Captain Camac was promoted to a 
Majority, and Captain James Brown suc- 
ceeded him in the command. The follow- 
ing year it was ordered into the Maharatta 
“country, with some other corps under the 
command of Major (afterwards Lieutenant 
Colonel) .Camac, where it served with 
great credit. "When Captain Brown left 



this battalion, or who succeeded him in 
the command of it, the writer cannot now 
recollect. AYhon the battalions of the first 
brigade returned frotn Bombay, an alte- 
ration took l place in, the number of the 
battalions, when this became the Fifteenth. 

•In the beginning of 1788, Captain Lu- 
dovic Grant was appointed to the com- 
mand of it ; but no opportunity of service 
offered until the end of 1795, when the 
Government had it in contemplation to 
send a detachment by sea, to the settle- 
ment of Malacca, and it was understood 
that this battalion had volunteered to be 
employed on that doty. However, when 
the men learnt that they were actually to 
embark on board ship, a serious mutiny 
broke out, and Major-General Erskine- 
was ordered down to Midnapore to quell 
it. On their refusing to lay down their 
arras, he brought Captain Bradley’s bat- 
v i 



talion, then at the same station, with its 
field-pieces, against them, and after a few 
shot dispersed the mutineers, and they 
fled in every direction. No blame was 
imputed to Captain Grant and his officers, 
so far from it, that Government ordered 
another battalion to be raised by them, 
which was just completed, when the pre- 
sent Establishment took effect 


IIa\i*.g gucn an account of the four 
old battalions which hat e been reduced, 
the corps remaining in the sen ice will be 
treated of as tliej stand in regiments by 
the arrangement of 1796 

TIRST REGIMENT— 

■was composed of the 1st, 13th and 32d 
battalions 

First Battalion — This corps was raised 
at Burdnan in the 3 ear 1758, and still 
retains the name of that province By 
whom it was raised, or where employed 
until the 3 ear 1763, the writer cannot now 
recollect In the latter end of that year 
it joined the marines at Burdwan, and 
accompanied them along the Maliaratta 
frontier, towards Ramgur, as has been 
already mentioned It afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the army with the Madras de- 
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tachmcnt, and joined it a little before the 
mutiny. It was then commanded by Cap- 
tain M‘Lcnn, and in April, 17 it be- 
came the Second in number. , 

In the action with Sujah Dowla, before 
Patna, on the 3d May, it acquitted itself 
with much credit; but in consequence of 
a representation from the Native Officers, 
Captain M*Lcan was removed, and , Cap- 
tain Nollikins, who was wounded at the 
head of the European Grenadiers that 
day, was appointed ,to it in his room. It 
accompanied the grand army to Busar, 
and in that action was, to the best of the 
writer's recollection, on the left of the front 
line. Its captain had been left sick iat 
Patna, but whether it was commanded by 
Lieutenants Levan or Harper, lie cannot 
now tell, as both those jgentlcmcn were 
made Majors of Brigade by Lord Clive, for 
their gallant behaviour in jtlmt battle. j 
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It remained with the grand army until 
the war with Sujah Dowla was concluded, 
and was, in 1765, posted' to the first bri- 
gade, and accompanied it to Monghyr. 
In 1766, it was turned over to the Purgun- 
nah establishment and sent to Maradbaug, 
.being then commanded' by Captain Fis- 
cher, where it remained until 1773, whon 
it was ordered to join its brigade. > 

1 In 1775, it became the First in number; 
and, in the year 1778, was one of the bat- 
talions ordered to Bombay under Colonel 
•Lhslie first, and afterwards under the com* 
m'and of General Goddard, where its be- 
haviour was 'highly to the satisfaction of 
its commander. It returned to Bengal ill 
1784, with Colonel (now Lieut. General) 
Charles Morgan, where it has remained 
ever since. 111 Captain (since Major Gene- 

* It eras in ItoUdcund with General Abercrombie, in 
179V, and %vaa tire rrgirt baltairorr of tbe centre brigade'. 
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ral) Forbes commanded this corps on tire 
march towards Bombay. On his promo- 
tion Captain John Campbell succeeded to 
the command, which he retained with dis- 
tinction to himself and the corps during 
the greater part of the war; after him 
Major James Dickson commanded it. 

Second Battalion . — This has been long a 
distinguished battalion. It was raised at 
Midnapore about the year 1759. and con- 
tinued some years in that province, from 
which it took its name. In 1764 it was 
commanded by Captain (late Colonel) 
Hampton, and became the Fourteenth in 
number, according to Ins rank. In 1765 
it was posted to the third brigade, and the 

commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Ware. Captain Ro- 
bert Bailhe was then at the head of it Its loss was trifling 
in the action of the 20th October of that year, fought on 
the plains of BzEtoorah. 



following year was turned over to tlic Pur- 
gunnali or Provincial Establishment. On 
the reduction of that Establishment in 
177S, it was ordered to join its brigade at 
Berhampore, where Captain (late Colonel) 
Plane got the command of it, and this of- 
ficer having the entire disciplining of it, 
(after being so long broken by detach- 
ments in the Mofusseil,) and being obliged 
to exchange a number of the men, it has 
ever since gone by his name. By the 
regulations of General Clavcnngin 1775, 
it became the Nineteenth in number, and 
the following year accompanied its bri- 
gade to Pelgram in the province of Onde. 
In 1778 it marched down to the Presi- 
dency, where it remained until January, 
1781, when it was ordered to the coast. 
It was at the same time formed into a re- 
-gvment of two battalions, and Major Plane 
agam placed at the head of it, when it 
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became the Thirteenth in number, ■which 
it has ever since retained. During the 
whole of the war on the coast the conduct 
of this excellent corps was highly spoken 
of, but particularly at the attack of the 
lines of Cuddalorc on the 13tli of June, 
1783. At the latter end of the following 
year it returned to Bengal, and being then 
attached to the first brigade, accompanied 
it to Cawnporc in January, 1786, where it 
remained , until the beginning of 1788, 
when it returned to the Presidency, being 
then commanded by Captain Norman 
M'Leod. In 1790 it was again ordered 
to the coast, and as usual acquitted itself 
much to the satisfaction of that excellent 
judge of merit — the late Marquis Cornwal- 
lis. On the 6th of February, 1792, when 
his Lordship attacked the lines of Tippoo 
Sultan, this battalion was m the right co- 
lumn with Lieutenant Colonel Cockerell, 



under the command of Major General 
Meadows, ■ where they had a- smart action 
with the Trench party commanded by a 
M. Law or Lally. ' On the evening of 
that day, notwithstanding it had been un- 
der arms and in movement all the prece- 
ding night, it was selected by the Com- 
mander in Chief to accompany one of the 
European regiments to beat up the quar- 
ters of the enemy’s cavalry, then encamped 
under the walls of Seringapatam, which 
they, fully 1 executed.. It returned to Ben- 
gal in 1793, when it was ordered to its old 
station at Cawnpore. 

lln 1794, it was again in motion, under 
the command of Captain N. M‘Leod, and 
ordered into Rohilcund, in consequence of 
some misunderstanding with the Rohilla 
chiefs, where Major General Sir Robert 
.Abercrombie took the command of the 
army, which consisted of the Second Eu- 
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ropean Regiment, ten battalions ofSepoys, 
and two weak legi men ts of Native cavalry, 
with a proportion of Artillery. This bat- 
talion, with the 18th, commanded by 
Major Colton, and the Second European 
Regiment, formed the reserve, under Co- 
lonel Burringlon, assisted by Major Mac- 
donald : the 13th on the right ; the Eu- 
ropeans in the centre, and the 18th on the 
left. Having adi anced into the enemy's 
country near Rampore, the Rohilla chiefs 
boldly marched out to meet them, and in 
the morning of the 26th October, they 
took up a commanding position about a- 
mile in front of the British camp. The 
army was instantly formed in one line, 
with the reserve on the right, and its flank 
coiered by the cavalry, which formed an 
angle, so as to protect the rear. The cen- 
tre was commanded by Colonel Ware, and 
the left by Lieutenant-Colonel M'Gowan, 
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each with four battalions.* The 10th 
* 

battalion, being on the left of the line, 
was ordered to the rear, to protect the 
baggage; and ’the next battalion upon 
the left, being the 14th, commanded by 
Captain Hyndma'n, fell back and formed 
an angle to cover that flank. As soon as 
the line was formed, the whole advanced 
upon the enemy ; but the reserve moved 
forward with so rapid a pace; that the 
guns attached to it could not keep up, 
and consequently were left in the rear. 
At this time the enemy were concealed in 
the jungle, not only in front, but on both 
flanks. AY hen the line halted, some orders 
were sent to the cavalry, which, it seems, 
were not clearly understood. The officer 
commanding them, Captain Ramsay, how- 
ever, directed them to wheel to the left 

* flic two dltisioas commanded by Colonel Forbes. 


O 
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by divisions, which, being perceived by 
the Rohilla horse, they dashed upon them 
full speed, and in less than a minute, the 
two regiments fled in confusion, breaking 
in upon, and disordering the 13th batta- 
lion as they went ‘off. In this situation', 
Captain M‘Leod called to his people to 
fire upon them, but it was too late, for the 
enemy’s horse and foot were on him in a 
moment; and the battalion being much 
broken by our own cavalry, could make but 
little resistance, so that the Rolnllas had no- 
thing to do but cut down, and a dreadful 
slaughter it was — every officer in the bat- 
talion being either killed or wounded, and 
full one third of the men. Captain M'Leod 
was the first who fell. The enemy nearly 
at the same time fell upon the right wing 
of the European battalion, which was 
handled very roughly, and lost many offi- 
cers and men. Tiic 18th battalion did 



not escape. , The attack upon it was also 
on the right, where Major Bolton lost his 
life. Paring this transaction, Lieutenant 
Gallon, (now Lieutenant-Colonel,) and 
Lieutenant Richardson, (now of the Civil 
Service, jliaving rallied some ofthe cavalry, 
returned to the (field, and assisted in dis- 
persing the enemy. , , , i t 

The Itoliillas made an attempt on the 
left flank, but there they could make no 
impression, Captain Hyndman being pre- 
pared for them. After this theji .were 
soon routed, aud driven from the field. 

The army lost a number of excellent 
officers upon tins occasion. 

The ltohillas retired to the lulls, where 
the Commander in Chief followed them, 
and, at last, prevailed on them to lay 
down their arms, after which the troops 
returned to their cantonments. 

In 1790, it came into this regiment. , 

c 3 
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The 32 d battalion , which was incorpo- 
rated with the tw o before-mentioned, was 
one of the new battalions formed in 178b 
from the extra companies of the old corps; 
and as the companies from four battalions 
formed one on the new establishment, 
they were denominated by the Natives 
<f Cham Yane,” or the Four Friends. This 
battalion was with Sir Robert Abercrom- 
bie against the Rohillas, m October, 1794, 
but being in the centre of the line did not 
suffer much 


SECOND REGIMENT 

was formed from the 2d, 25th, and 28th 
Battalions. 

Tirst Battalion . — Tins is an old corps ; 
and, if the writer is not mistaken, it was 
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formerly called tlie Chittagong Battalion , 
but it has long since lost that name, and 
now goes by the denomination of 
“ Grant,” from Colonel Hugh Grant, who 
when a Captain long commanded it 
It was raised in the year 1759, but 
where or by whom cannot now be recol- 
lected 

Captain Grant got the command of it 
m 1761, and remained with it at Chander- 
nagore, until the -war with Cossim Ally 
broke out, when it joined the army under 
Major Adams, and continued actively 
employed during the whole contest 
After the retreat of Sujali Dowla from 
Patna, ^tlns battalion was sent to Moneali 
to watch the motions of the enemy , where 
it remained during all the rams, until the 
army joined it from Banhypore It was 
one of the first battalions that crossed the 
Soane with the Grenadiers, after which it 
c 3 



accompanied the army to Btixar, and in 
that action had the right of the second 
line, where its behaviour was steady and 
soldicr-lihe, * 

"When the battalions weie numbered in 
April, 1764, it became, by the rank of its 
Captain, the Third. 

At the conclusion of the war in 1765, it 
was posted to the 1st Brigade, and order- 
ed to Monghyr. 

In I7G7, war breaking out with Ilyder 
Ally, this was one of three battalions sent 
to the Northern Sircars under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Colonel Wm. Smith, who 
died shortly after, and then Colonel Peach, 
with a part of his Regiment, (the 1st Buro- 
pcans,) was sent round to take the com- 
mand. The battalion was then under the 
orders of Captain Arthur Torbes Atich- 
muty. 

It returned to Bengal in the latter ciul 
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of 1769* an ^ was ordered up to ]3inapore, 
where its brigade was then stationed. In 
1772 the whole of the first brigade was 
ordered to the field to oppose the Maha- 
rattas, who had entered the Doab, but 
retired on the approach of the brigade. 
The following year it was again sent with- 
out the provinces, but nothing occurred,' 
after which it was ordered to the Presi- 
dency. 

In 1775, when General Clavering’s al- 
teration took" effect, it became the Second 
in number: and in 1778 was one of the 
six battalions sent to Bombay, under the 
command of the late General Goddard, 
where its conduct was highly to the satis- 
faction of the General, and particularly 
in the retreat from the Ghauts in 1781. 
In 1784 it returned to Bengal, where it 
remained until it became incorporated iti 
the Second Regiment. This corps, on the 
g 4 
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march towards Bombay, was commanded 
by Captain Popham , Captain Solomon 
Earle succeeded Captain Popham, and 
commanded it during the greater part of 
the war. Major Maitland then com- 
manded, and returned with it to Bengal 

Second Battalion — This Battalion was 
raised at Cawnpore in the jear 1778, by 
Captain Charles Bowles, whose name it 
still bears It was oidercd to the Presi- 
dency in 1780, and early {he following 
jear was formed into a regiment, and 
numbered the 25th, after which it marched 
to the coast under the late Colonel Pcarse, 
where it acquitted itself with much credit 
during that arduous contest with Ilydcr 
All), and after lus death with his son 
Tippoo Sultan 

In the beginning of 1785, it returned 
to Bengal, where it remained until 1796, 
when it was placed in the 2d Regiment 
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The 28fh, which was divided between 
the two before-mentioned battalions, was 
one of those formed for the service of the 
Vizier in 1776; and being first com- 
manded by Captain John Landeg, it re- 
tained his name. It served in the Ma- 
haratta country under the late Colonel 
Muir in' 1781-2; after which it returned 
within the provinces. In 17 90, it was 
one of those ordered to the coast under 
the command of the late Colonel Cocke- 
rell, where it served during the whole of 
that war, and in 179S returned to Bengal. 

On its marching to Madras, it was com- 
manded by Captain Scrimgcour, who died 
at Bangalore in 1791 , and was succeeded 
by Captain Thomas Welsh. 
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' ' THIRD REGIMENT 
was formed from the 3d, 22d, and 27th 
Battalions. \ 

First Battalion. — This is an old corps, 
and one of those formed in the early part 
of the service ; but when, or by whom, the 
lyriter cannot now recollect. In 1764 it 
was commanded by Captain Campbell, 
and, agreeably to his rank, became the 
Fourth m number. In 1765 it was posted 
to the first brigade, and marched to 
Monghyr. In 1767 , being then .com- 
manded by Captain Clotworthy Gowan, 
(whose name it still retains,) it was or- 
dered to the Northern Sircars under the 
late Lieutenant Colonel "William Smith, 
where it remained until 1769, when it re- 
turned to Bengal. 

In 1775, on General Clavering’s regula- 
tion being put in force, it became th« 
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Third in number ; and when the first 
brigade of Sepoys was ordered to Bombay 
in 1778 under General Goddard, this was 
the only battalion of that brigade which 
was not ordered on that seivice; it was 
then commanded by Captain Allan Mac- 
pherson, and was on duty in Chunar. 
The beginning of 1781 it was formed into 
a regiment, and became tile First in num- 
ber ; but on the return of the battalions 
from tliS west of India, it was again 
pushed bach to its present standing. 

In 1790 it was ordered to the coast, and 
was then commanded by the late Captain 
Sir Patrick Balfour; it served there 
during the whole of the war against Tip- 
poo Saheb, and returned to Bengal in 
1793. In 179fi it was formed into this 
regiment. 

Second Battalion * — This corps is one of 
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the battalions formed for the Vizier, by 
British officers, in 1770, and was after- 
wards taken into the Company’s sen ice. 
It w as considered as on excellent battalion, 
although it had no opportunity of distin- 
guishing itself. It was first commanded 
by Captain Young, whose name it still 
bears. 

The Treaty-seventh Battalion — w Inch 
completed this regiment, was another of 
the Vizier’s corps. 1 1 it as called the Kalfic 
Battalion, and stands nearly in the same 
situation, with respect to sen ice, as the 
foregoing. 


rOURTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 4 th, 31st, and 37th 
Battalions. 

Ftrst .Battalion . — This corps was raised 
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in or about the year 17 59, but by whom 
the writer cannot recollect, nor docs ho 
remember who commanded it in 1764, 
when it became the Fifth in number. In 
1765, it was under the command of a 
Captain M'Pherson, who died the same 
year, and was succeeded by Captain 
IVhichcott, who quitted it at the general 
resignation in May, 1766. In 1768, Cap- 
tain James Crawford, senior, got the 
command of it, and it now bears his name. 
By General Cla\ ering’s orders, in 1775, 
it became the Fourth in number. It con- 
tinued with its brigade all the following 
years until 1778, when it was ordered to 
Bombay, with five other battalions ; and 
a few days after its march from Culpee, 
on the other side of the Jumna, it lost its 
Captain, who was a very great favourite 
of the corps. It continued on that service 
during the whole of the war, 'and acquired 
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the character of a steady and excellent 
battalion.* It returned to llcngal in 
1784, and was not afterwards actixely 
employed until it was incorporated in this 
regiment in 1796. 

Second Battalion . — 'Phis corps was formed 
as Light Infantry, by Captain James 
Crawford, jtm. in 1778, and intended for 
the duty of Itanigur, w here it remained until 
the year 1786, when, as an Independent 
Corps, it was ordered to be reduced, and 
had actually marched towards Dinapore 
for that purpose ; but before it reached 
the cantonments, orders for the new estab- 
lishment arrived from Europe, and then 
it was brought into the line as the 31st 
battalion. It still bears the name of its 

* After Captain Crawford’s death, ihe Senior Lieute- 
nant, Archdeacon, continued in ihe command of this batta- 
lion, (which was considered the finest corps on that service,) 
until Major JDawes was appointed*?© it, from Jfenga I. 
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first Captain, and is, by way of distinction, 
called tlic “ Cboota ( or 2d) Crawford.” 

The Thirty-saenth Battalion .—' This bat- 
talion was just formed by Captain Ludo- 
wich Grant, to supply tlic place of the 
loth, which had been reduced at Midnn- 
pore for mutiny. 


EIFTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 5th, 23d, and 35th 
Battalions. 

- First Battalion . — This corps was raised 
in Calcutta in 1763, by Captain Gilbeit 
Ironside, whose name it still retains. In 
1764, it became the Tenth in number, 
according to the rank of its Captain ; and 
the latter end of the same year joined the 
grand army at Benares, then commanded 
by Major Munro." In 1765, it was posted 
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the character of a stead}’ and excellent 
battalion.* It returned to Bengal in 
1784, and was not ’afterwards actncly 
employed until it was incorporated in this 
regiment in 1796. 

Second Battalion — This corps was formed 
as Light Infantry, by Captain James 
Crawford, jun. in 2778, and intended for 
the duty of Ramgur, where it remained until 
the year 1786, when, as an Independent 
Corps, it was ordered to be reduced, and 
had actually inarched towards Dinapore 
for that purpose; but before it reached 
the cantonments, orders for the new estab- 
lishment arrived from Europe, and then 
it was brought into the line as the 31 st 
battalion. It still bears the name of its 


* After Captain Crawford’s death, the Senior Lieute- 
nant, Archdeacon, continued in the command of this batta- 
lion, (which was considered the finest corps on that sen tee,) 
until Major Dawes was appomtcd'to it, from Bengal 
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first Captain, and is, by way of distinction, 
called the “ Choota ( or 2d) Crawford.” 

The Thirty-seventh Battalion .—' This bat- 
talion was just formed by Captain Ludo- 
wick Grant, to supply the place of the 
loth, which had been reduced at Midna- 
pore for mutiny. 


FIFTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 5th, 23d, and 35lh 
Battalions. 

Tint Battalion . — This corps was raised 
in Calcutta in 1763, by Captain Gilbert 
Ironside, whose name it still retains. In' 
1764, it became the Tenth in number, 
according to the rank of its Captain; and 
the latter end of the same year joined the 
grand army at Benares, then commanded 
by Major Munro.* In 1765, it was posted 



to the Tirst Brigade, and repaired " ith it 
to Monghjr In 17^7* Captain Be van, 
who lnd been appointed a Major of Bri- 
gade bj Lord Clive, for his good conduct 
at Bu\ar, got the command of it, which 
lie Kept for man} jears In 177L it waS 
ordered tojom the Second Brigade, then 
on its march into Rohilcund, and was 
present at the action with the Bohillas, 
which took place the 23d .April, near the 
village of Tessunnh , but the ofiiccrs and 
soldiers call it the battle of St George 
In this action it acquitted itself with much 
gallantry , as indeed did the whole of the 
brigade with which it acted 
J In 1775, it became the Tifth in number, 
in consequence of General Covering's 
plan , and 111 1778, marched to the west 
of India, under the command of Captain 
Gough, who fell at the head of it at the 
storm of Amadabad, tire 15th of Pebru- 
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ary, 1780. It served the whole of that 

war with distinction. Captain 

succeeded Captain Gough for awhile, after 
which Captain Robert (now Maj. Gcu. 
Sir Robert)' Blair was appointed to com- 
mand this corps; then Major Harding, 
and Captain John Rqttray, returned in 
command of it to Bengal, in 1784-, where 
it was stationed until 1796, when it formed 
a part of this regiment. 

Second Battalion . — This was one of the 
battalions formed for the service of the 
Vizier in 1776, and afterwards taken into 
the service of the Company. The writer 
does not think it was actively employed 
until it became attached to the 5th Regi- 
ment. It was first commanded by Captain 
Baillic, and retains that name. 

The Thirty-fifth, which completed the 
two battalions before-mentioned, was one 
of theCharrieYari Battalions, formed from 
old corps in 1786. 
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SIXTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 6th, 20th, and SCtli 
battalions. 

1st Battalion . — This is an old corps, and 
was raised about the jear 1758; but how 
it was employed until the year 1763, the 
writer does not now recollect. 

It was early in the field under Major 
Adams on the commencement of the war 
with Cossim All}', being then commanded 
by Captain Swinton, who lost an arm 
some time before, but where the writer 
does not now remember. It goes by his 
name. 

The conduct of this corps was highly 
spoken of during the whole of the war. 

In April, 1764, it became the Thir- 
teenth in number, and the following year 
was posted to the first brigade. It was 
one of the battalions sent to the Northern 
Sircars, in 1767, with Lieutenant Co- 
lonel William Smith, where it remained 
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until the latter end of 1709- "When Ge- 
neral Clai cring’s regulations v. ere put m 
force, it became tlie Sixth in number. In 
1778 it -was ordered to Bombay, being 
then commanded by Captain George 
Waugh, and on crossing the Jumna at 
Culpee, it a as one of tlic battalions which 
were ordered to attack the lines thrown 
up there by the Maliarattas, which they 
carried at the point of the bayonet. Major 
(afterwards General) 1' ullarton commanded 
the tw'o battalions sent on that duty. Major 
Sinclair succeeded Captain Waugh in the 
command of this corps whilst on service 
under General Goddard. After him 
Captain Coleridge commanded, and re- 
turned with it to Bengal. 

This battalion distinguished itself dur- 
ing the whole of those campaigns in com- 
mon with the other corps on that long 
and arduous service. 

H 2 
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It returned to Bengal in 1784, where it 
remained until, 1794, when it was again 
put in motion against the llohillas, and 
was present in the unfortunate action 
which took place on the 26th of October, 
but being in the centre of the line its loss 
was very trifling. It was then com- 
manded by Captain P. Douglas, who held 
it until it came into the present regiment. 

Second Battalion . — This corps was one 
of the battalions formed for the Vizier, by 
British officers, in 1776: and was after- 
wards incorporated, in the service of the 
Company,, and joined the temporary 
brigade. Its denomination was that of 
the Raje Battalion, which it still retains. 
It was .in the battle of Bajtoorah in Ro- 
hilcund, on the 26tli October, 1794 ; but 
haying been in the centre of the line did 
not sustain a single casualty. 
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The S6ft Battalion, which, with the 
other two,- completed this regiment, was 
one of the Charric Yari corps formed in 
1786. In 1791 it formed part of the 
army in Rohilcund with Sir Robert 
Abercrombie; and in the action of the 
26 th October, being in the centre of the 
line, its loss was very trifling.* 


SEVENTH REGIMENT 

-was composed of the 7th, l6tb, and 24th 
battalions. 

First Battalion . — -This corps was raised 
atMoosliedabad early in 1764, by Captain 
Thomas Goddard, whose distinguished 
name it still bears.; and before it received 


- * Whether l Via battalion was in that action, or left in 
charge of the cantonments of Cavvupoor, seems doubtful. 
It in tbe action, there must have been eleven Native bat- 
talions in the field. 
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its arms it was oulcrcd to join the army 
in the field. In April, 1704 , the Marines 
hating arrived at Moorslicdabad on their 
march to Patna, this battalion was di- 
rected to accompany them. 1 

In 176l» when the rank of the sc\eral 
battalions was fixed, it became the 17th 
in number, and the following year was 
attached to the first brigade, with which 
it proceeded to Monghyr. In 1772, * it 
was employed with the rest of the brigade 
to drive the Maharattas from Rohilcund, 
which they effected, and then returned to 
cantonments. 

In 1775, on General Clavering’s regu- 
lations taking effect, this battalion, being 
the youngest in the fust brigade, became 
the Seventh in number. 

In 1778, it accompanied its old captain 
(then lieutenant Colonel Goddard) to the 
west of India, and at Culpce was one of 



103 

the battalions which attacked the Maha- 
ratta intrenchment under the command 
of Major Fullarton. 

During the greater part of that war it 
was commanded by Captain D. Lucas, 
and it amply did its duty upon every oc- 
casion on which it w as employed, and 
returned to Bengal with the other batta- 
lions in 1784. It was again in motion in 
the year 1790, being ordered to the coast 
under Colonel Cockerell. It was then 
commanded by Captain John Rattray, 
with whose conduct Lord Cornwallis was 
highly pleased during those three arduous 
campaigns. In 1793, it returned to its 
brigade, and three years afterwards was 
incorporated into the Seventh Regiment. 

Second Battalion . — This is an old and 
distinguished corps, and in the early part 
of the service, there was scarcely an action 
ii 4 
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of an} note jn which it was not cn- 
gaged. 

Prior to the year 17GS, the writer has 
not been able to recollect the names of 
its commanders, but in that year it was 
commanded by Captain Trc\ anion It 
served with great credit the whole cam- 
paign under Major Adams, and when 
that officer left the army at Sant, tins bat- 
talion shewed soine t s) mploms of insub- 
ordination with the other troops, but were 
soon quieted by Captain Tret union, who 
was much beloved by fits men * It ac- 
companied Major Carnac to I3u\ar, and 
afterwards to Patna, where its behaviour 
in the action which took place on the Sd 
of May, 1764, was highly meritorious 

* His memor), in connexion with that of tl e corps, and 
his conciliatory conduct m the command of it, was long 
cherished by the ative soldiery, under the appellation of 
Teerbsntes Battalion — the Indian pronunciation of Tre* 
vamon 
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About tliis time it became the Sixth in 
number, according to the * rank of its 
Captain. 

On the retreat of Sujah' Dow I a from 
Patna, it was one of the corps ordered to 
clear the Choprah district, under the com- 
mand of Major Champion, which having 
effected, it cantoned near the town of 
Choprah on the setting in of the rain?, 
which were very violent that year. In the 
month of September, on hearing that the 
battalion at Manjic bad mutinied, and 
quitted tlieir station, this battalion, with 
the Marines, were ordered after them, as 
has been already mentioned. 

In October, 1761, this battalion and. 
the Mathews accompanied the Marines 
until they joined the Grand Army near 
Arrah, on the 10th of that month. At the 
battle of Buxar it was in the fiont line, 
wlieicits conduct was as usual. After the 
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action. Captain Trcvanion left the batta- 
lion, being ordered to Calcutta by (ha 
Governor and Council; and here the 
writer hopes lie will be excused in telling 
the following anecdote regarding him. 
On his way down lie spent a day with 
liis old friend, Captain John White, who 
then commanded at Monghyr, and after 
dinner they took a w'alk to the Hill in the 
Tort, on which the great house nowstands, 
and from which there is a most beautiful 
prospect. He said to Ins friend, in a joke, 
“ that when he died, he should like to be 
buried there." Having settled his business 
with the Honourable Board, lie was on 
his way back to the field ; but being taken 
ill, he died the -very day he arrived at 
Monghyr Ghaut, which was the 25th of 
December, 1764; when Captain White, 
recollecting the spot he stood on at the 
tipafe he expressed the wish before-men- 



107 


tioned, ordered a grave to be prepared for 
him, where his bones now lie, under a 
plain stone, without an inscription, in front 
of the great house. ’ 

• The command of the battalion was then 
given to Captain Duffield, who gave an 
entertainment to the Native officers and 
Sepoys on . joining it, since which it has 
gone by his name. In 1765, it was posted 
to the Third Brigade, which at that time 
was composed of some of the finest corps, 
both European and Native, then in the 
service ; hut this was considered as a pat- 
tern battalion, next to the European regi- 
ment, with which Sir Robert Barker took 
a great deal of pains. 

In 1768, that excellent officer. Captain 
John Jones, got the command of it; the 
brigade being then at Allahabad, from 
whence it marched to Binapore the latter 
end of the following year, where it re- 



inaincd until January, 1771» when the 
whole brigade moved up to the Carum- 
nassa, to be in readiness to take the field, 
in case the Maharattas entered the pro- 
vince of Allahabad, which was then appre- 
hended ; but they dropped the design. 
The brigade then marched to Buxar, 
where the Europeans embarked and drop-* 
ped down to Monghyr, and were joined 
there by the Sepoys, who moved down 
by land. Here the brigade remained un- 
til February, 1772, when an invasion by 
the French was supposed to be in agita- 
tion, in consequence of some misunder- 
standing with the Court of Spain, regard- 
ing Falkland’s Island. It was therefore 
ordered immediately to the Presidency, 
and on its ainval at Coirgatchy, opposite 
to Ghjretty, was directed to encamp; 
where it was shortly after joined by the 
Seqpnd Bri trade, from Fort William. 
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In June, the brigades separated, the 
Second for Berhampore and Monghyr, 
and the Tided for the Presidency. In the 
latter end of the same year, the Bootias, 
or inhabitants of Bootan, having overrun 
the pro\ ince of Cooss Behar, this battalion 
was.ordcred out to clear it; and a hard 
and’seyere service it had of it. In April, 
1773, at the storm of Delamcotta, one of 
the strongest forts in that district, a de- 
tachment of the battalion gained great 
honour. In advancing to the breach, 
where the Bootias were ready to receive 
them, the colour-man was killed, when 
the standard fell, and the men seemed to 
recoil ; which being perceived by the late 
Mr. Harvey, then a Lieutenant in the 
battalion, he took it up and advanced to 
the breach, followed by his men, who were 
soon masters of the place. 

In May, 1773, it had the misfortune? to 
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lose its Captain, who was succeeded by 
Captain Skinner, but he also died in De- 
cember the same year,* when Captain 
Gravely was appointed to the command 
of it; about which time it returned to its 
brigade, then at Berhampore. 

In 1775, it became the Fifteenth in 
number, in consequence of General Cla- 
vering’s arrangement. Shortly after, it 
accompanied the brigade to Dinapore, 
and afterwards to Belgram, in the province 
of Ondc, where the whole cantoned in one 
line ; the European regiment in the cen- 
tre, with the Park of Artillery on its right, 
and thiee battalions of Sepoys on each 
flank. In 1776, the Vizier’s troops were 
thrown into a state bordering on mutiny, 
in consequence of the appointment of 


* Both those excellent officers fell victims to the ui>- 
hcaldiy climate of Cooss Behar. 
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British officers to command them, and 
many of the chiefs tcfused to obey orders 
from court on that head. Amongst the 
rest; a man of considerable rank, named 
Mahboob-Khan, who rented the province 
of Korah, was one of the forefnost. He 
. had . the command of a large body of 
IN ejects, or Matchlocks, with a good park 
of artillery, and it was thought right to 
have a watchful eye over him. Colonel 
Parker was therefore detached with this, 
and the Sixteenth Battalion, commanded 
by Captain (now Lieutenant-General) 
William Jones, with four guns, in the 
month of May, to the city of Korah, near 
which it, encamped, with directions to 
watch the motions of Mahboob, and if 
possible get hold of his guns. 

In the beginning of June, the Colonel 
learnt that Maliboob’s whole force, con- 
sisting of seven battalions of Nejeebs, 
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villi nineteen pieces of cannon, were 
within a few miles of him. He therefore 
inarched towards them that night, and at 
day-break the next morning, saw them 
drawn lip in front of him, about a mile in 
distance ; Their guns in the centre, with 
four battalions on the right, and three on 
the left of the park ; their line bending in, ! 
so as nearly to 1 'form a half-moon- The 
Colonel immediately put his two battalions 
in order, and marched forward in a 
column by subdivisions from the right. 
Mali boob n as not present ; but the next in 
command, not suspecting the Colonel’s 
intention to attack him, fired a salute of 
nineteen guns; which, however. Colonel 
Parker took no notice of, but marched on 
until he came within fifty or sixty paces 
of them, when he beat to arms, and the 
divisions doubled up on the left, and 
formed a line in front of them. The 
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whole having been loaded as soon as they 
saw Mahboob’s troops, were prepared for 
themeeting. The Coloneladvanccd into the 
centre, between the two lines, and called for 
the commanding officer, who moved for- 
ward to meet him, desiring to know bis 
commands. The Colonel told him he must 
have his guns, which the other said he could 
not surrender without consulting the com- 
mander of the artillery, who being called 
for, declared, “ that he had lived a man of 
honour formoretlianforty years, and thatlie 
would not now disgrace himself by giving 
np what had been entrusted to bis charge." 
The Colonel gave him half an hour to con- 
sider it, and if the/ did not surrender them 
in that time, he would take them by force. 
He immediately pulled out bis watch, 
which he held in lus hand ; and both sides 
stood ready for the contest. At the ex- 
piration of the half hour, he very delibe- 


x 
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rately ordered his orderly drummer to 
beat the,general t which- was the signal to 
begin the action ; when -a salute of round 
and grape was thrown in, and the batta- 
lions gave their 'fire by subdivisions, with 
as much 1 regularity as if • it had • been a 
field day. • The. Nejeebs were not idle: 
they returned a close ' fire, .which did: a 
good deal of execution; but before, they 
had time to ‘load again, the Colonel /or- 
dered the battalions. to rush on the enemy 
with their bayonets, which decided the 
fate of the day, as they fled . in every direc- 
tion, . leaving’ - their, guns behind (hem, 
which the Colonel* carried back in triumph 
to Korah ; . and this . battalion has over 

* This gallant officer lost lia life whilst serving with 
Goddard’s detachment, in the retreat from the ^laharatta 
country, on the C3d of April, 1781. ..He eo\ eml the rear 
of die army down die Ghauts, and being mounted on a 
white charger, became a mark for the enemy, one of whom 
shot him through the body. - 



since worn 'a cannon as a device on their 
turbans. . 1 

Lieutenant John Ershine, who acted as 
interpreter to Colonel Parker, was killed, 
and Captain Gravely had his leg broke, 
of which wound he died a few months 
after. The Colonel had then orders to 
return to Belgram. 

During the war with the Maliarattas 
and Hyder Ally, this battalion was not 
actively employed, nor was it any way 
engaged in sen ice until after the second 
war withTippooin 1793, when it was sent 
to Assam, under Captain Thomas "Welsh, 
against one of the chiefs of that country, 
who had raised disturbances on the fron- 
tier of Rungpore; and after that service 
was effected, it rejoined its brigade. 
In 1796, it became attached to this re- 
giment. ’ * 



The Twenty-fourth Battalion — which was 
included in the othei two to complete this 
regiment, was raised at Cawnpore in the 
year 1778, by Captain Kilpatrick, whose 
name it bore whilst a battalion. In 1781* 
it was formed into a regiment, and or- 
dered to the c6ast; where in every action 
it distinguished itself, much to the satis- 
faction of the late Sir Eyre Coote . ' In 
June, 1783, the twenty-fourth legiment, 
being then in the lines before Cuddalore, 
the Erench European regiments made a 
sally, when this corps nobly received them’ 
on the points of their bayonets, and re- 
pulsed them, at which time, Captain 
James Williamson, and Lieutenant Och- 
terlony,* were wounded at their head. 

It returned to Bengal in January, I 1785 t 

* Now Major General Sir David Ochterlony, Baronet,, 
and K C- B. who Las been recently distinguished in the 
Nepaul war of 1814 and 1815. 
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sand has not, the writer thinks, been since 
on active service, until it joined the 7th 
Regiment. 

= ii 1 < 


' 1 

i ‘ • 

EIGHTH REGIMENT 

f i 

■was composed of the 8th, 30th, and 33d 
battalions. 

First Battalion . — This corps was raised at 
Hanky pore in the year 1761, by Captain 
(late Lieutenant General) Giles Stibbert, 
and was intended for the duty ^ of the 
Patna factory. t : 

After the defeat of the Shah Zadah by 
Major Carnac, the beginning of 1761, the 
army , returned to Patna, where Colonel 
Coote, who had just arrived from Madras, 
took the command of it; bnt begetting 
into a dispute with the Nabob Cossim 
IS 
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Ally, who was then with the army , > re- 
garding Rajah Ramnaram, the collector 
of Patna, the colonel was recalled in June 
that year, when Major Carnac again suc- 
ceeded to the command He was then 
directed to leave a detachment for the 
protection of Patna, and to return to 
Calcutta with the rest of the troops fie 
therefore ordered this battalion with two 
companies of Europeans, winch he thought 
sufficient for that duty However Mr 
Macguire, then chief of Patna, differed 
with respect to the strength of the party , 
which he thought, at Jeast, ought to be 
doubled Both parties wrote to Calcutta, 
and the Boaid decided in favour of Mr 
Macguire In consequence of tins the 
Major iras desired to leave four compa- 
nies of European infantry, with one com- 
pany of artillery, and three battalions of 
Sepojs, which were those of Captains 
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Turner, Tabby, and "Wilson, with a proper 
complement of guns. 

As this was the unfortunate detach- 
ment on which that monster Cossim Ally 
wreaked his vengeance after he heard 
that the Council had restored Meer Jaf- 
fier to the musnud, it is to be hoped that 
an account of it will not be unacceptable, 
just as the writer had it from an intelli- 
gent serjeant, who fortunately escaped 
that inhuman massacre. , 

Shortly after Major Camac left Patna 
■with the rest of the army, Mr. Macguire 
quitted the cliiefship, and Mr. Ellis was 
nominated in his room. 

At the same lime Captain Carstairs, 
one of the officers who had resigned in 
1758, and had then returned from Europe, 
restored to the service, was appointed 
to the command of the detachment. . In 
those days the civihservants had the sole 
i 4 
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controul of the military.' They gave out" 
the parole, and all orders from the Coun- 
cil passed through them. > 

•Mr. Ellis appears to have been a roan’ 
of a very warm 'temper, and had, unfor- 
tunately for himself and those 'under his* 
command,- conceived the greatest dislike 
to’ the Nabob Cossira Ally.'* The latter 
end of 1763/ and a great part ofj the year 
1763, was passed by the Board in.ncgo- 
ciating with the Nabob, and' for the; ad- 
justment of some differences which had 
arisen between the agents of private gen- 
tlemen, and the officers -of government, 
regarding trade. " . » • m*. 

' At this time," although Patna was 'gar- 
risoned by the troops of- Cbssim Ally, - yet 
the hospital for the accommodation of- the 
sick Europeans, was* in the Chaleesssatoon, 
and Dr. Fullarton, who had -charge >of 
them, was. allowed to -reside 'in the city. 
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The European soldiers liad also the pri- 
vilege of visiting- tlicir sick friends, when- 
ever they could procure a pass from their 
officers. 

In this state of things, Mr. Ellis, from 
what motive is not known, came to the 
■unaccountable resolution of attacking the 
city of Patna: On consulting with Cap- 
tain Carstairs, it was determined to make 
the assault a little before day-break on 
the 6th of June, 1763. Accordingly, at 
three o'clock in the morning the detach- 
ment paraded at the house of Mr. Ellis, 
at Bankypore, and from thence they pro- 
ceeded to Patna, accompanied by Mr. 
Ellis and all the civil servants then at the 
factory.' The attack -was made on the 
north-west angle, nearly opposite the old 
factory, where a >few Europeans and Se- 
poys ascended the wall by ladders, and 
immediately pushed down, opened the 
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The situation of Mr. Ellis, with all the 
detachment in the Factory, became alarm- ( 
ing. They were surrounded by enemies, 
and had no hopes of succour from any, 
quarter, as the navigation of the river was 
entirely in the hands of the Nabob as low 
as the river Hoogly. In the mean time 
the killadar had mounted guns >on the 
bastion which commanded' the Factor}', 
and played upon them so smartly that it 
was. dangerous to appear at any of the 
■windows. However, a few light guns 
were hoisted up to the upper story, from 
which the fire was returned, but with little 
effect, j In this state things remained for 
four days, when it was determined to cross , 
the river, and by forced marches try - * to 
reach the dominions of Sujah Dowla, who 
being then on good terms with the Com- 
pany, they were in hopes of obtaining his 
protection. Boats being collected, the 
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•whole’ crossed Quietly in the night,' and 
the 1 next ' morning' took ’up their line of 
march by ‘the 1 way of Choprali; but' the 
whole country being against them, they 
found if -difficult even to' procure provi- 
sion’s: - However they fought their way • 
until they reached Mahjee, where the 
troops ■ of the Nabob ' surrounded them. 
The rains had before this set'in with great 
violence^ and 1 almost the whole country 
was under' water. ' They nevertheless 
drew up once more to face the enemy, 
although their -ammunition was nearly 
expended. TheEuropeans upon a high 
spot in - the centre, with Turner’s batta- 
lion on the right, Tabby’s on the left, ' and 
'Wilson’s in the reafh 1 The enemy began 
the ’ attack,' but Turner’s battalion ad- 
yancihg • upon’ them' with * fixed bayonets 
drove ■ them back; “and had they been 
supported, it was thought the detachment 
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might have extricated itself, and stood its 
ground for a day or two 'longer, but the 
Europeans, worn out with fatigue and 
want of nourishment, -refused to charge, 
and in consequence the whole laid down 
their arms, and surrendered 'prisoners of 
war. * 

Thus was a body of neaily three thousand 
fine fellows lost to the service, and thd 
Honourable Company involved m a tv nr 
at a most unseasonable time, by the rash- 
ness and impolicy of one man 

The whole being sent to Patna, most of 
the Sepoys entered into the Nabob's ser- 
vice, and the remainder were dismissed* 
A number of the foreigners also took scr- 
uce with Cossim AIIj, hut the rest of the 
Europeans were kept m prison until the 
Nabob heard that the Board had rein- 
stated Mecr Jaffier on the musnud, and 
then he came to the resolution of putting 
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them to death)- vlt is: said .that' some of 
Ms officers refused to execute those .cruel 
orders, ninth Soniroo, a foreigner,- who had 
deserted sfrom the Company’s service, un- 
dertook the .bloody deed.. ..>:!• ti • s 
j All the, gentlemen. of i the civil service, 
with the officers and men in confinement, - 
were.slauglitered ; and it: is, reported that 
most of them;sold their, lives very dearly. 
Captain Carstairs* died,- as was supposed, 
of. a broken heart,- -before ■ the - prisoners 
reached Patna, and. was buried at Hadjis 
porc, where a monument is erected to his 
memory.’. -Doctor Fullarton, . who- had 
some friends at Court, had his life spared ; 
and four British' seijeants escaped. 

- These men'were selected from the other 
prisoners, and sent to, the Nabob of-Pur- 

* He was an Ensign m 175G, and wounded in the de- 
fence of old Eort William, bill got on boaxd.one of tlie 
ships in the river, and by that means escaped the Jibes 
Hole.' ’ ■■ 
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nea, (as he was - then called,) and placed 
under his charge. / ' . . > > - 

/"When Cossim Ally had determined up- 
on the destruction of the prisoners, he sent 
orders to Purnea for these men to be put to 
death. The Nabob, who happened to be 
a humane, good man, and being highly 
pleased with the. conduct of the serjeants 
whilst with him, declined putting the or- 
ders in execution. He, however, wroth 
to Cossim Ally, entreating that he would 
recal his mandate, because he feared, if 
he was still determined upon it, .it would 
be a difficult matter (as the men were be- 
loved by all his people) to find one that 
would undertake the task. Cossim Ally* 
on the receipt of the letter, flew into a 
violent rage, and directed another order 
to be sent to the Nabob, in which he told 
him, that if he had not spirit himself to 
put his commands in force against those 
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faithless and .treacherous 'Englishmen, to. 
send them immediately to Patna; where 
ample justice > should be .done, for the 
crimes they had committed. > " ■ 

On this letter being delivered ’ to the 
Nabob, die sent for the Serjeants, and with 
tears, in- his eyes, informed them of 'the 
severe order ho had received, and'-oftlie 
steps he had taken to preserve their lives ; 
that he must now' send' -them to -Patna; 
where he hoped • by the time they got 
there, the rage of Cossim Ally might be 
cooled, and that they might probably es- 
cape . death.- They were accordingly em- 
barked on a Pattella boat, in charge of a 
jemadar and twelve * bmkendosses, • and 
dropped 'down a small stream called , the 
old,- or ' little Coosy; which falls' into the 
Ganges a little below Bissunpore Gola, 
and nearly opposite to Sickra Gully. ' 

- Jlcre the seijeants had determined to 
£ 
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have a chance' for their lives.-- -As .soori as' 
the boat had reached the: Ganges,- and. 
hoisted sails for Patna,' it being thO height- 
of the rains, tvfo of them -went up on the 
chopper, or roof, and saw the jema'dar and 
three or four of his men' asleep,* with tlieif 
faces covered: This -.they thought a 1 
favourable opportunity. They gently 
seized two of. their Swords which were 
near them, drew them from the scabbards,’ 
and having at: the' sairie time secured the 
matchlocks, one of them ran' up’ to 1 thfe 
Manjee, (helmsman,) seized him’ by the army 
and threw him overboard: they then gave 
a hurra, which was the signal for the two’ 
below; who, in tlie meantime, were not 
idle. The noise waked those upon deck', 
who seeing the serjeants' with idrawn 
swbrds, fell- upon their knees;' and begged 
their lives, which’ were granted, provided 
no further resistance was made. The jc- 
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madar instantly called to his men beioiv to 
surrender, which they did ; so that the 
serjeants were in possession of the boat in 
less than ten minutes from their first going 
upon deck. The Manjee having caught 
hold of the rudder, entreated to be taken 
on board, and promised that he would 
conduct them down the rner His re- 
quest was complied with, and the moment 
he was placed in his former situation, the 
sails were hauled down, tile boat put 
about, and the crew taking to the oars, 
tlie gallant fellows had the good fortune, 
by sunset, to meet the British army under 
Major Adams, then adianccd to Udda 
Nulla * 

* As all these deserving men have long since paid the 
debt of nature, the writer entreats he may be excused m 
giving a short account of them Their names were Da- 
vis, Douglas, Speedy, and another whose name he cannot 
now recollect Davis was a smart joungmau,and auative 
of Edinburgh He enlisted m the Company’s service in 
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But to return to Captain Stibberts bat- 
talion 

On tlic army reaching Calcutta in 1762, 

the year 1761 and uns pojted to Captain Sommors’s 
company, one of those left at Patna, in which he was sobn 
made a servant After his escape from Pumea, lie was 
put into the grenadiers, with which he served the whole 
war Being posted to the 1st brigade, that division of the 
army proceeded to Mongbyr, where, in the jear 1766; the 
general resignation took place In this situation of things, 
Sir Robert Fletcher, who commanded the brigade, sent 
for Davis and offered him a commission , but he nobly re 
fused it, declaring, u that as the officers could not live upon 
their pay, which was the cause of their quitting the service, 
it was impossible he could * He was, however, the nett 
3 ear appointed Quarter Master to the three battalions sent 
to (he coast under Lieutenant Colonel lVilham Smith and 
on the return of that detachment m the year i 770, pro 
cured an ensign s commission, and died a captain in Febrii 
oty, 1788 

Douglas w as a brave soldier, and was long in the service 
of the Honourable Company in Bengal On his joining 
the army atUdda Nulla, he was placed in the FurOpean 
battalion, with which he served until the year 1760 when 
he was appointed serjeant major to one of the Purgunuah 
battalions, then formed fortbe Revenue duty at Moradbaug 

Here he remained until the beginning of the year 1773, 
when the Sanassies becoming very troublesome in the du 
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a detachment of two battalions of Sepoys, 
of which this was one, and two companies 


trict of Rungpore, Captain Timothy Edwards, who then 
commanded the battalion, was ordered out with five com- 
panies, to clear the province of those marauders. Hating 
received his instructions from the Chief of Rungpore, he 
marched in quest of them, and the morning after, having 
crossed one of those small rivers with which the northern 
districts ahoutid, he descried the Sanasstcs about tw o miles in 
front of him. He immediately formed his detachment into 
a column by subdivisions from the right, and marched on 
towards the enemy, who, as soon ns he came near enough, 
saluted him with a few rockets. When Captain Edwards 
thought him?elf within a proper distance for engaging, he 
rode to the head of the column, and beat to arms, intend- 
ing that the divisions should double upon the left of tbe 
leading division a* they caine up ; but the men mistaking 
the order*, wheeled to the left, and formed in battalion, 
which laid their right flank open to the enemy. Seeing 
the error they had fallen into, he galloped to the left, in 
order to draw them into hue fronting the Sanassies, whilst 
Douglas exerted himself on tbe right for the same purpose ; 
but it was too late, for the enemy, perceiving the confusion, 
rushed in upon them with their swords and spears, and 
having dispatched a few, put the rest to flight. 

. Douglas was one of the first that fell; but tbe fate of 
Captain Edwards was not known : bis liat was found in 
the Nulla before-mentioned, but the body lias never been 
discovered. 

X 3 
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of Europeans, v ere sent to Jcllasorc, un- 
der the command of Major Knox, w here 

The Native Commandant and Adjutant were tried for 
their misconduct in that unfortunate action, and were ex- 
ecuted at the mouth of a cannon hut the gallant bcha 
vjour of one of the jemadars de erses much praise, for 
having rallied sixteen men, he made Ins retreat good, al- 
though attacked on every side by the Sanassiis , for which 
he was promoted to the rank of a Subadar 

Tins was the third detachment which had been cut off 
by those religious plunderers , one commanded by a Cap- 
tain Thomas, the other by Lieutenant Keith, who both lost 
their lives upon the occasion As these parties were all 
from the Purgunnah Battalions, it occasioned the dissolu 
tion of that establishment 

Servant Speed}, from whom the writer had the account 
of Captain Carstairs’o detachment, was a steady soldier, 
and o man of long service in the field He was a natiscof 
Ireland, and in the beginning of what is called the Spanish 
or ten years war, enlisted in the 32d regiment of foot, 
then commanded by Colonel lluske. He accompanied 
his regiment to Handers in the year 1742, and remained 
with it the whole war, was present at the battles of 
PetUngen, I onUnay and I^fcldt , in the latter of which 
be lost two fingers of Ins left hand The following year, 
bewj 174^, lie received lus discharge, and immediate!* 
after enlisted in the Honourable Last India Company’* 
service He amrrtl at Madras in 1710 , and l«etng posted 
to ihe grenadier com pans, was ordered to tale the field 
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they remained until July, 1763, when they 
were ordered to join the army under 

under Major Lawrence, where he served the whole of the 
war against the Trench, m which many gallant actions were 
performed by the company he belonged to In 1750 his 
Company composed part of the detachment sent round to 
Bengal, under Major Kdpatneh. And here the writer 
begs lease to observe, that the Company aboic mentioned 
was the foundation of the grenadier company of the only 
Europeanrcgimentbelongwgto ourHonourablc employers 
now in Bengal, and it affords him the highest gratification 
to learn, that on a late occasion,* the officers and men 
composing it, nobly supported the character which it had 
acquired by their gallant predecessors fifty years before 
Trom the time of his arrival in Bengal, unttl lie was 
posted to CaptamTumer s battalion, in the year 1760, ho 
wps prpsent jn every action which occurred during that 
period On his return from Purnca, lie was posted to 
the "European regiment, in which he died m the year 
1767 

The other Serjeant was a man of great merit for his si- 
tuation in life Shortly after he joined the army from 
Pumed, he was appointed Seijeant Major to Captain 
Scotland s battalion, then ordered to be raised at Midna- 
pore, where he died in 1765 

* At the battle of D«g». jn .November JS04- and sub- 
sequent service dunog the late Maharatta war, the Ho- 

K 4 
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Major Adams, since which time this bat- 
talion has gone by the name of the Jella- 
sore It continued with the army the 
whole war, and had a share in every ac- 
tion which took place during the contest 
In April, 1764, Captain Stibbert being 
the oldest in the service, this battalion 
became the Tirst in number. 

iAt the battle of Bu\ar it was posted on 
the right of the front line, and when 
Major Munro ordered it to advance to at- 
tack in flank a battery, as has been already 
mentioned, Lieutenant James Nicol (late 
Lieutenant General) being a lieutenant in 
the battalion, but acting Adjutant to the 
Sepoj corps, (and as such rode in the 
suite of the Commander in Chief,) immc- 


nouraLle Company a Bengal Ijirppean regiment eminently 
supported its diameter for gallantry and discipline, and 
sustained scry senous loss, Lodi in office™ and men 
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cliatcly dismounted, and gallantly led his 
battalion forward : but lie was driven back 
with considerable loss, and the corps 
thrown into great confusion : however lie 
soon rallied his men, and kept up with 
the front until the enemy were de- 
feated. ' 

On the formation of the brigades it was 
posted to the Second, and repaired with 
the other corps to Allahabad, where it re- 
mained until the latter end of the year 
1766, .when it was relieved hy the third 
brigade. It was not afterwards employed, 
until 1774, when it was one of the batta- 
lions engaged- with the Rohillas in the 
battle of St. George, where it acquitted 
itself as usual. 

In 1775, wjien General Clavering’s re- 
gulations took place, it became the 
Eighth in number, which rank it still 
retains. 



138 


In 1796, it became the 1st battalion of 
this regiment 

i 

Second Battalion — This corps was raised 
at Chunar, by Captain William Davies, 
in 1779, and it still bears his name. 

The water does not recollect of its ever 
being actively employed, previous to 1796 

The Thirty-third Battalion — which was 
divided between the other two, was one 
of the Ckarne Yaries formed from the old 
corps in 1786 


NINTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 9th, 29th, and 34th 
Battalions 

First Battalion — This corps was 'raised 
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at Burdwan, about the year 1760, and 
still retains the, name of that province ; 
but being the second battalion which had 
been formed there, it is called the “ Choota, 
or Second, Burdwan.” ' 

In 1763, it was commanded by Captain 
William Smith, and according to his rank, 
became the Eighth in number. It was 
actively employed during the whole of 
the severe campaign under Major Adams, 
as it was the following year under Majors 
Carnac and Munro, and was one of the 
eight battalions at the battle of Buxar, 
where its conduct, as upon every other 
occasion, was highly meritorious. 

In 1765, it was posted to the Second 
Brigade, and remained at Allahabad until 
, the following year, when it was relieved 
by the Third Brigade ; after which it bad 
no opportunity of distinguishing itself 
until 1771, when it formed part of the 
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army which attached and defeated tlie 
Rohilla chiefs at the battlp ot St. George 
It was then commanded by Captain 
Thomas Smith. The next year it became 
the Ninth in number, m consequence of 
General Clavering’s regulations 

This arrangement might, at that time, 
appear very pretty upon paper; but it 
certainly caused a good deal of uneasiness, 
and some little confusion in the armj, 
from which it did not recover for two or 
three 3 ears. In the British army, when 
troops are brigaded, old and young corps 
are mixed together ; but here the rule was 
departed from, and all the old battalions 
of the Second and Third Brigades thrown 
into the back ground, and deprived of 
their rank in the line, merely for the 
sake of seeing the numbers in regular 
succession on the general return. E\ery 
corps in these two brigades lost their 
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standing; for although the 2 1st, the 
youngest battalion in the Third Brigade, 
did not change* its number, yet it rvas 
superseded by the 24tl\ battalion, which 
was taken from the Purgunnali establish- 
ment, and placed in the line as number 
Pourteen. 

From that time, the writer does not re- 
collect any particular service that this 
battalion has been upon, until it came into 
this regiment in 1796. 

Second Battalion . — This is one of the 
battalions formed in Oude, by British 
officers, for the service of the Vizier, lr 
1776. In 1777, it was commanded bj 
Captain Thomas Naylor, whose name it 
now bears. 

. It was this corps that disarmed and dis- 
persed the 15th battalion, when it mu- 
tinied at Midnapore in the year 1795 
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Captain John Bradley had then the com- 
mand of it. The following year it came 
into this regiment n i 

The Thirty-fourth — which completed the 
two before-mentioned battalions, was one 
of the Charrie Yanes, formed from old 
‘corps in 1786. 


1 £ 

‘ TENTH REGIMENT 

i 

was formed from the 10th, 14th, and 18th, 
battalions , all old corps 

i 

Tirst Battalion — This battalion was 
raised at Midnapore, the beginning of 
1764, by Captain Scotland, whose name 
it still bears. It was then the Sixteenth 
m number The following year it was 
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posted to tlic Second Brigade, and was 
ordered to Allahabad. 

In 1772 , it was commanded by Captain. 
Richard Ewens, and in November that 
year was ordered to join Captain Camac, 
in the Ramgur district. The day after its 
arrival at Ramgur, Captain Camac, being 
the senior officer, ordered this battalion to ' 
be under arms in the afternoon, that he 
might look at it. Accordingly at four 
o’clock, all the officers having dined with- 
him, they repaired to the parade, where 
the battalion was drawn up. 

The officers having taken post, Captain 
Ewens began the exercise, and had got 
about the middle of the Manual, which in 
those days' was performed six deep, when 
a Sepoy was observed to quit the ranks ; 
but it was supposed to be upon some oc- 
casion of no consequence. The exercise 
went on, and at the conclusion of the 
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Manual, the rear half-files having doubled 
up, the battalion was just going to prepare 
for the charge, when the Sep 03 ' who had 
been in the rear was perceived coining 
round the right flank, with recovered arms ; 
but as it was imagined he was not well, 
and wished for his Captain's permission 
* to quit the field,’ no notice was taken of 
him. He therefore walked on until he 
came within two yards of Captain Ewens, 
when he levelled' his piece and shot him 
through the body. 

On Captain Ewens falling, the battalion 
instantly broke, and rushed forward’ to 
revenge his death ; but Captain Camac, 
with great presence of mind, ordered them 
to return to their ranks, and that ample 
justice should be done. Pie immediately 
sent one of his officers to bring down his 
own battalion, (the 24th,) and on its arrival 
he ordered a drum-head General Court- 



145 


Martial to try the murderer, who sen- 
tenced him to be drawn asunder by tattoos. 
The horses being fastened to his limbs, 
many attempts were made to draw them 
from the body, but without effect; and 
then the Sepoys were allowed to put him 
to death, which they did with their swords. 
Captain Ewcns only lived a few hours. 
His brother. Lieutenant Ewens, was at 
his post in front of the battalion, and saw 
him fall ; and it is supposed that the shock 
occasioned the insanity which shortly after 
afflicted him. He died a few years ago in 
Calcutta, then under the care of Doctor 
Dick. 

■ It seems that the fellow who committed 
the murder had been a havaldar, or Ser- 
jeant, and in v consequence of some mis- 
conduct during the march from Dinaporc, 
had been tried by a Court-Martial, and 
reduced to the ranks ; which it is sup- 

T. 
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posed induced him to take revenge on his 
Captain, The writer has not been able 
to learn of what cast he was. 

Captain Gherman succeeded to the 
command of the battalion, and m 1774, 
marched with it into Rohilcund, where it 
was present at the battle of St George. 
The following jear it became the Tenth 
in number, m consequence of General 
Clavcring’s arrangement. 

In 1794, it w as again in Rohilcund ; 
and on the 26th October, when the 
action with the RoliiUas took place, it was 
the flank battalion of the left wing, and 
as such was ordered out of the line to pro- 
tect the baggage. It w as then commanded * 
by Captain "William Mackintosh. 

In 1796, it formed a part of this regi- 
ment. ! 


Second Battalion . — This corps was raised 
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at Allahabad, by General Smith, in order 
to complete the Second Brigade, in 1705 ; 
and having been formed in the Mahometan 
month of Moliorum, it was denominated 
the “ Ilooseney Battalion,” which'appel- 
lation it still retains. It was then num- 
bered the Twentieth.' 

In 1774, it served the whole campaign 
in Boliilcund, and was present at the battle 
of St. George, where its behaviour was 
steady and soldier-like. The following 
year, on General Clavering’s plan being 
put in force, it became the Thirteenth in 
number, which in 1783 was altered to the 
Fourteenth. During the war with the 
Maharattas and Ilyder Ally, it was not 
out of the Company's provinces; but in 
the year 1790, was ordered to the coast,' 
then commanded by Captain Archdeacon, 
who lost his life at the head of it, 6th 
February, 1792, under Lord Cornwallis, 
IS 
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when he .attacked the lines of'Tippon 
Saltan, near, the walls of -Seringapaiaro. 
Lieutenant Henry, White,) (now , Major- 
General Sir H. White, K. C. B.) f being the 
senior officer, immediately took the com- 
mand, and moved forward to the support 
of the Commander in Chief, then in a 
very critical situation; for which good 
conduct he was allowed to continue in 
command of the corps until its return to 
Bengal in 1793, when Captain Ilyndmany 
who had commanded one of the Volunteer 
battalions on the same service, was placed 
at the head of it ; and the following year 
accompanied the army to Rohilcund, 
where, in the action 'which took place 
on the 26 th October, * its steadiness was 
remarkable; for on the removal of the 
10th battalion ,to take charge of the bag- 
gage, it became^ the flank corps,* and 
formed an angle for the protection of that 
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■wing. The Ilohillas made many attempts 
to break in upon them, but the battalion 
preserved its countenance so well, that 
they could not succeed. Two years after 
it came into this regiment, 

1 , 

The Eighteenth Battalion completed this 
regiment. ! 

It was an old and distinguished corps, 
and it is to be lamented that it was not 
placed in' a situation a here it could have 
preserved its ' name. It was raised at 
Patna, -the latter end of 176S, by Captain 
James Morgan, whose name it bore ns 
long as it existed as a battalion, and was 
the Eleventh m number. It w as emploj cd 
on active service almost immediately. In 
April, 1764, it joined the army under 
Major Carnac before Patna, and took its 
post in the line of entrenchment with the 
old corps. The same year it accompanied 
i.3 
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the army to Buxar, where, on its arrival 
the morning of the 22d October, it was 
placed m a village about a thousand yards 
in front of the encampment, to watch the 
motions of the enemy, where it remained 
until the commencement of the action 
the following day, when it was ordered 
into the line, but not however until it 
had lost upwards of one hundred men 
Its captain, (the late colonel,) James 
Morgan, was at the head of it the whole 
da}, although far from being in a good 
state of health Its lieutenant was the 
late Colonel Knudson, and its ensign the 
late Major General Ershine 

In 1765, it joined the third bugadeat 
Bank} pore, and a noble battalion it ap- 
peared to be In those days, before the 
brigades were formed, the captains com- 
manding battalions regulated the uniform 
and dress of their men Some corps were 
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faced with blue, some yellow, See. accord- 
ing to the fancy of the commander ; but 
when once fixed could not be altered 
without permission from the Honourable 
Board. When the brigades were formed, 
Lord Clive fixed the uniforms himself, 
which were the three dark colours, viz. 
the first blue, the second black, and the 
third green. The latter, however, was 
changed to yellow in 1779, at the request 
of Colonel Ironside. 

When the Morgan battalion was formed, 
it had white facings, white turbans with 
red ends, and white cumberbands with a 
red cross ; and its colours were the flag of 
St. George. In L775, by General Claver- 
ing’s regulations, it became the Seven- 
teenth in number, which was changed to 
the Eighteenth in 1783. 

After it had joined the brigade, it was 
n 4 
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not actively employed for some years 
In 1786, Major Bolton got the command 
of it, and from that time it was considered 
as the finest battalion in the service In 
1794, it accompanied the army into Iio- 
hiicund, and was pitched upon by Sir 
Robert Abercrombie to form a part of 
the resen e with the European battalion 
and the thirteenth of Sepojs, which was 
posted on the right of the line in the 
battle which was fought on the 26th of 
October, The misbehaviour of the ca- 
valry that day threw those fine corps 
into 1 ^ confusion, and the enemy’s horse 
and foot getting in aipong them at the 
same time, a dreadful slaughter was the 
consequence 

Major Bolton was unfortunately killed, 
but he sold his life nobly, for being a 
powerful man, he cut down four of the 
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enemy with his own hand , but in making 
a stroke at a fifth, his sword broke in tlio 
hilt, and he was then cut to pieces * 

In 1796, this fine battalion was incor- 
poiated with the two before-mentioned, 
although originally senior to them both 


ELEVENTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 11th, 19tb, and 
26tli Battalion. 

Tint Battalion — was raised at Mooshe- 
dabad m the year 1764, by the late Co- 

* This battalion under Major Bolton’s coniimnd was 
considered tlie highest disciplined corps m the service, 
and in tlie action Hi which it lost its comrtiander 1 * had 
nearly 200 men hilled and wounded Such was their htea 
dmess under arms, that it was observed, the killed and 
wounded were lying in their ranks as regular as when 
draun up on parade Tor an account of that battle, sea 
Appendix 
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lonel Dow, (then a captain,) and it bears 
his name to this day. It -was then the 
Eighteenth in number, and as soon as it 
was formed was ordered to the army, and 
joined it at Benares about a month after 
the battle of Buxar. i ( 

In 1765, it formed part of the second 
brigade, and was stationed at Allahabad, 
until relieved the following year, by the 
third brigade 

In 1774, it marched into Rohilcund, 
and was present at the battle of St 
George, fought on the 523d April that 
year. Since which the writer does not 
recollect any active service it has been 
upon In 1775, it became the twelfth m 
number, but on the reduction of the Ma- 
thews battalion m 178S, it changed to the 
Eleventh 

In 1796 it formed part of this regi- 
ment 
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, , Second Battalion .— This corps was raised 
at Bankypore in 1735, by Colonel Sir 
Robert Barker, in order to complete Ins 
brigade, and it still goes by bis name. 

In 1766 it accompanied tbe brigade to 
Allahabad, and tlie following year Sir 
Robert Barker fearing that tire Fort would 
be unhealthy for the Europeans, during 
the warm months, sent the regiment to a 
mango grove about two miles on the 
other side of the Jumna, where temporary 
barracks were built for them; and this 
battalion was ordered to accompany the 
regiment.* 

* This season was tbe most unhealthy for Europeans 
ever remembered ; and it extended to every part of the 
country . Even at Monghyr, which is considered equal in 
salubrity to any part of India, the first European regi- 
ment lost a number of officers and men. t But at Alla- 
habad the mortality was great. In the single month of 
June, the 3d regiment lost seven officers and nearly forty 
privates, most of them the stoutest men in the corps- The 
artillery company lost one officer and four or five men. 
The officers who died were Captains Fielding and Nu- 
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In 1769, tbc brigade moved down from 
Allahabad to Dinapore cantonments, then 
jifst finished for the reception of troops , 
and two years after was ordered to the 
Presidency In March, 177S, the third 

gent, Captain Lieutenant Black of the artillery, Lieute- 
nant Roberta, Ensigns Cleland, Moms on, Kitchen and 
Bucl anan The last fire died n one day, being the 10th 
of June The principal cause of it shall be briefly re 
bled 

The troops had been o it that morning to attend an ex 
ecution Ltgl t men had deserted from the regiment, and 
when taken were tried, at d all sentenced to die Two of 
thdn being English were to be shot, and the six foreigners 
to be 1 anged Genera! Smith the commander m chief, 
then at Allal abad pardoned six of them, but they were to 
take it by lot of a single die, and it fell on two foreigners, 
who were immediately executed Before it was over, it 
\\as past nine o clock, and the sun powerful to a degree 

Lieutenant Roberts, on returning to his tent, feeling 
himself excessively warm ordered a few pots of cold wa 
ter to be thrown over h m, which checked perspiration, 
and brought oh a lugli fever that terminated lus existence 
in less than an hour Ou the report of Mr Knight, the 
Surgeon Major, that the body would not keep. Colonel 
Grant who then commanded the regimeut, ordered it to 
he interred immediately , and it being Ensign Cleland s 
tour of duty, he was directed to attend On his return, 
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brigade, which was in a. high state of- dis- 
cipline exhibited a grand spectacle on 
the race-course of Calcutta. It was a 
review of the Third European regiment 
then consisting of two battalions, of about 
four hundred and fifty men each, and two 
battalions of Sepoys, viz. the twelfth and 
this battalion, with sixteen field-pieces. 
The infantry fired twenty-six rounds per 
man, in every situation which in those 
days it was thought proper to form troops 
into; and notwithstanding the extent of 

he was himself taken ill, and before two o’clock was a 
corpse. Ensign Morrison, who was upon the most inti- 
mate terms with Mr. Cletand, not having heard of his 
death, ran into his tent to speak to him, and seeing his 
friend dead, fell down in a fit. He was, however, reco- 
vered, and taken to his tent, where he begged to he re- 
moved to the Foit. His request was complied with, and 
Ensigns Kitchen and Buchanan, who were his shipmates, 
accompanied him in the cool of the evening, but they all 
iSnree died in (he course of the night. 

Two European ladies also died about the same lime — 
a Mrs. Nugent and a Miss Allen. 
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line, -not a single mistake happened the 
whole day. Colonel Hugh Grant coiii- 
manded the troops ; Mr. Hastings and Sir 
Hebert Barker being in front. The artil- 
lery fired quick, as ifin action^ during the 
wliblc of the manoeuvres, and it had a fine 
.effect. ' f 

In the latter end of the'year, this batta- 
lion, with the rest of the brigade, inarched 
up to Berhampore, and two years after to 
the field station, where it remained until 
November, 1777, when it was once more 
ordered to the Presidency. In March, 
1778, Colonel Ironside having then the 
command of the brigade, ’presented Mr. 1 
Hastings with another rc\iew, but it was 
on a smaller scale — only the Sd regi- 
ment, which at that time was (as indeed 
it always had been) in a high state of 
discipline, and four companies of grena- 
dier Sepoys, two of them from this batta- 
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lion, and two from ,tlie Dullield, with 
four guns. iTlie regiment went through 
the Manual} firings, and manoeuvres by 
itself, and when it came to what was sup- 
posed to be the concluding volley and 
charge, the Europeans and Sepoys broke, 
and ran towards the Fort, but m less than 
a minute the drums beat to arms, and the 
adjutant having previously placed the two 
stands of colours at about two hundred 
yards distance from, and facing each 
other; the troops immediately formed 
upon them, with a company of Sepoy 
Grenadiers on each flank. The sham 
fight then began, each division of the re- 
giment firing by snb and grand-div isions 
as they advanced, until they came within 
fifty yards of each other ; when the whole 
fired a volley by word of command from 
the Colonel, which was so close that it 
might be taken for a single cannon. The 



lines then charged in quick time; and 
when the bayonets came to lock, the 
iv hole lecovcred their arms f by signal 
turned to the right, and wheeled b) files 
from the right of each subdivision to the 
front, passing through each othei, until 
they had got to the same distance as 
before, when they formed in line facing 
each other The attack began a second 
time, and ended in tlic same manner, 
highly to the satisfaction of the Governor 
General, and of General Stibbcrt, who 
accompanied him to the field 

This battalion has always been consi- 
dered as a fine corps, although it had seen 
very little, if an>, active service, until it 
became incorporated in this regiment. 
When General Clavering's regulations 
were carried into eiccution, this was the 
onl) battalion winch retained its original 
number. Afterwards, by the reduction* 



161 


of the Mathews, and the old 19th, "hu.h 
was broke at Midnapore, it became the 
Nineteenth, by which number it came into 
this regiment 


The Twenty sixth Battalion — winch was 
divided betw een the other tw o, w as a corps 
that had seen a good deal of sen ice It 
was Taiscd at Cawnpore in 1778, by Cap- 
tain John Byrne, whose name it bore as 
long as it was a separate battalion , al- 
though it was sometimes called “ the 
Dobic-Ka-Pulton," Captain Byrne ha\ mg 
enlisted a number of washermen fiom the 
adjacent villages 

In 1781, it was formed into a regiment 
of two battalions, and ordered to the 
coast, where it served the whole war with 
much credit It returned to Bengal the 
latter end of 178-1, then commanded by 
Captain Richard Scott, where it remained 

M 
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until the breaking out of tbo war with 
Tippoo Sahib in the year 1790, when it was 
again sent to the coast, still commanded 
by Captain Jii chard Scott, and served, as 
before, with high reputation. 

In ' 179$, it was incorporated in this 
regiment. 


TWELFTH REGIMENT 

>vas composed of the 12th, 17th, and 21st 
battalions. 

First Battalion. — This corps has been 
long distinguished for its steadiness and 
gallantry in the field ; and it affords the 
writer the highest satisfaction to learn, 
that it fully supported that character 
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during the late arduous contest,* the par- 
ticulars of which will, of course, be gnen 
by a more able hand, m due lime 

It was raised at Monghjr, the latter 
end of'the year 1763, b) Captain (late 
Colonel) John White, whose name it still 
bears, and became the Twelfth in number, 
the rank winch it noiv holds, although 
once changed 

As soon as it was formed, it was or- 
dered to the field, and joined the army 
near Benares 

In 1765, it was posted to the Third 
Brigade, in which it became a fai ounte 
corps , although every battalion compos- 
ing it were in such high order, and so 
correct in all their manoeuvres, that the 
writer has no hesitation in saying, that 
from that brigade, which was long and 

* Hie Mal.arnlta varot ISOS, 1801, and 1805 
M 2 
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ably commanded by Colonel Gilbert 
Ironside, the Bengal Infantry had the 
ground-woik of their discipline 

It continued some years with its brigade 
without an opportunity of distinguishing 
itself, except on parade duty It was 
one of the battalions renew ed m Cal- 
cutta, 1773 

In 1775, by the arrangement of General 
Clavering, it became the Eighteenth m 
number, and m the beginning of 1781, 
it was formed into a regiment, Tritints old 
number, and was ordered to the coast 
under that excellent officer the late 
Lieutenant-Colonel Edmonstone, then a 
Major, where its conduct during those 
severe campaigns against Hyder Ally, and 
his son Tippoo Sahib, was highly spoken 
of On the conclusion of the. war, it re- 
turned to Bengal, but did not reach 
Ghyretty until the beginning of 1785, 
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wlicre the Governor-General, Mr Has- 
tings, met and complimented them on 
their meritorious seruces, and return to 
their families and friends 

In 1794, it was again ordered to the 
field, under Sir Robert Abercrombie, 
against the Rohilla chiefs, and was pre- 
sent in the action of the 26th of October, 
commanded by Captain Edwards, but 
being m the centre, lnd little opportunity 
of shewing itself to sin paiticular adian- 
tage, except by its steady countenance 
Two years after it ins formed into this 
regiment 

Second Battalion — -This is the oldest 
corps in Bengal, but by a strange turn of 
fortuuc, became the last battalion in the 
u hole sen ice, ulien incorporated in this 
regiment 

It lias raised at Calcutta, m January, 
51 3 



1757, and being the first corps that had 
ever been regularly clothed, it long went 
by the appellation of “ Laul* Pulton/* 
or Red Battalion ; although latterly it has 
been generally known by the name of 
“ Gollicz" the cause of which will be men- 
tioned hereafter. > 

Before it was quite disciplined, it was 
ordered to accompany the army under 
Colonel Clitc, first to the attack of 
Chandernagorc. and then to the battle of 
Plassey, fought on the 23d of June, where 
it acquitted itself as well as could be ex- 
pected for so young a corps. In 1758, it 
accompanied Colonel Ford to the North- 
ern Sircars, where it distinguished itself 
in a particular manner, with its old friend 
the Mathews. In 1759, or 17 60, it was 
again in motion under the same officer, 
against the Dutch, in which it assisted in 
defeating and taking prisoners nearly the 
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whole of them . It afterwards served under 
Colonel Cailland, and was one of the 
corps present at the dethroning of. the 
Nabob Mcer Jafficr, and the placing of 
his son-in-law, Cosstrn Ally, on the Mus- 
nud. In short, wherever service offered, 
the Laul-l’ulton and the Mathews were, 
in those days, sure to be called upon. 

In the beginning of 1761, it served un- 
der Major Carnac in the attack and defeat 
of the Shah Zadali, after w hich it returned 
to Patna with the army, where it remained 
until 1762, when it was ordeied to the 
Presidency. In 1763, on the war breaking 
out with Cossim Ally, it was early in the 
field, and served with distinguished bra\ ery 
during the whole contest. 

In November that year, Captain (now 
Colonel) Primrose Calliez got the com- 
mand of it. At Sant, during the mutiny 
in February, 176‘1, it shewed some symp- 
m 4 
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toms of insubordination, but they Avcrc 
pi evented from rising to an> height at 
that time, by the interference of their 
officers, i It accompanied Major Canute 
to Patna, where, in the attach of the lines 
by Suj.th Dow lab, on the 3d of May, it 
acquitted itself with its usual gallantry. 

On the ictrcat of the combined army 
from before Patna, this battalion, with 
the Maimcs and European Grenadiers, 
and the battalions of Mathews and Tre- 
a anion, were ordered to scour the Choprah 
district, which they completely did as far 
as Sew an ; and on then* return from thence, 
tins battalion, am til the Marines, A\ere 
oidered to halt at Manjic About a 
month after, the Marines A\erc ordered 
into Choprah, and' now, the battalion 
being left to itself, the seed^s of disaffection, 
A\lnch were sown at Sant about seven 
month- before, began to ripen, and m a 
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short time broke out iuto open mutiny , 
tlic men declaring they would serve no 
longer, as the promises made them bad 
not been fulfilled. At first they impri- 
soned their officers, but released them from 
confinement the following day, and allow- 
ed them to return to Choprah. As soon 
as information of the mutiny lmd reached 
Choprah, the Marines and Captain Treva- 
nion’s battalion were ordered out at an 
hour’s warning, in pursuit of them, as has 
been already mentioned. In four days 
they returned to Choprah with the whole 
of the mutineers, where they were met by 
Major Munro, who had just taken the 
command of the army, and had come over 
from Choprah to see the detachment. 
i Hearing of wliat had passed at Sant, 
and the misbehaviour of tins battalion 
upon the present occasion, be thought it 
right to make a severe example; and a 
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severe, although necessary, example it 
undoubtedly was He ordered eight-and- 
twent) of the most culpable to be picked 
out, and tried b} a drum-head general 
court-martial, when tlie whole were sen- 
tenced to suffer death. The eight guns, 
with the detachment, being biought out, 
the fust eight weie fixed lo then muzzles 
and blown away Ileic it was, that three 
of the grenadicis entreated to be fastened 
to the guns on the nght, declaring, that 
as they alwa}5 fought on the right, they 
hoped their last request would be com- 
plied with, by being suffered to die in the 
post of honour. Their petition was grant- 
ed, and they weie the first executed 
I am sure there was not a dry eye amongst 
the Marines who witnessed tins execution, 
although they had long been accustomed 
to hard service , and two of them had ac- 
tually been on the execution party which 
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sliot Admiral Byng, in tlie year 1757- 
The other twenty were ordered to the 
; several stations of the army, where they 
all suffered death in the same manner. 
After which, the battalion was weeded 
of such men as had been active in the 
mutiny, and then ordered to Patna, where 
it was again completed; since which it 
has generally -.gone' by *the name of its 
Captain, “ Galliez.” A little before this, 
it was fixed as the 'Ninth in number, be- 
ing the rank of its commander. It re- 
mained at Patna until after the battle of 
Buxar, when it again joined the nrmy. 

In 1765, it was posted to the Third 
Brigade. Its uniform was then blue 
facings, blue turbans and cumberbands, 
and made a lihndsome appearance under 
arms. It remained many .years with its 
brigade, befotc -it had an opportunity of 
distinguishing itself again. In 1775, on 
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• the regulations of General Clavering taking 
place, it became the Sixteenth in number, 
which was afterwards; in 1783, changed 
to the Seventeenth. In 1776, it accom- 
panied -the brigade to ’ Belgram,' from 
whence 'it was shortly afterwards detached, 
with its old friend -the Trevanion,’(now 
-called the- Duffield,) 'under the 'command 
of the late Colonel • Parker, as has been 
already noticed ; and in the action 1 at 
Korah, ‘which took place the beginning of 
June, it was posted on the left, then com- 
manded by Captain (now' Lieutenant- 
General) William Jones; where it gallantly 
' bore the fire of four battalions of Neejeebs, 
drawn up *on the right of their* guns. 
However, a timely charge of the bayonet 
dispersed that immense body. Lieute- 
nant Erskine, who. fell in the action, be- 
longed to this battalion. 1 ** 

It returned to the Presidency in 1778, 
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after which the writer does not recollect 
its being on any service until 1796, when 
it came into this, regiment.* 

T/ie Tvsenty-fint Battalion — which, with 
the other two, completed this regiment, 
was one of the corps formed for the ser- 
vice of the Vizier by British officers, and 
afterwards taken into the Company’s sci- 
vice. It was first commanded bj Captain 
(now Lieutenant-General} Stuart, whose 
name it bore as long as it was a separate 
battalion. This battalion was in the 
action of the 26th October, 1794, in Ro- 
hilcund, and sustained some loss. It was 
then commanded by Captain Knowles. 

* Since finishing the foregoing, the writer has heard of 
the gallant conduct of this excellent corps, during the late 
Maharatta war, the particulars of which, he trusts, will 
soon be given to the public. July, 180". 
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Tims far has the writer, to the best of 
his abilities, fulfilled the task which he 
undertook. He fears there may .he some 
mistakes, but can assure his readers that 
they arc not intentional ; and he has no 
doubt, should these few sheets fall into 
the hands of any of the old officers, who 
were sharers in the scenes he lias described, 
but they’ will do him the justice to say, 
that lie has not misrepresented them. 

lie found some trouble in separating 
the old from the new corps, as the frequent 
alterations which hnd taken place during 
the last forty years made it difficult to 
distinguish one from the other; but par- 
ticular!)' the regulation of 1775, which 
destroyed the regular rank of the whole 
Native army. 

When the foregoing establishment of 
twchc regiments was formed by the regu- 
lations of ITO^t the incorporation of bat- 
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talions into regiments was necessarily 
governed by the local situation of corps 
at the time ; yet it must ever be regretted, 
that they should have been so unfortu- 
nately stationed, as to occasion such an 
old and fine corps as the 18tli, or hi organ’s 
Battalion, to lose its name and conse- 
quence as a distinct body ; whilst the 
29th, 30tli, mnd 31st, preserved their Hin- 
doostanee appellation and rank in the line 
by becoming Second Battalions. 

The same remark is applicable to the 
late 24tli and 26th Battalions, those corps 
having been highly distinguished on fo- 
reign service ; especially the 24th, which 
acquired immortal honour before Cudda- 
lore, in the year 1783. 



AN ABSTRACT 

Of the Act he Service on ■zhich the tcveral Balia 1 nm have len erq-tycd. 


Ilindoostanee Names. 


t Burdwan 

l i Wane . ...... 

Charri Yarie . . . 

Grint ....... 

Ii Bowles 

fi LniideR 

i Gowers . ..... 

I Young 

h Kalin: 

h Burns, (or III) Cm* ford] 
t Cliut (a, (or 2d) Crawford 
b 1 

h Ironside 

I Basilic ._ 

h Charri Yorie .... 

h *>w inton 

is R»je . . 

h Chain Van 1 ’ 

b Goddard 

lb Duflirld 

:b Ktltotnrk 

ih JrlfaioTc 

lb Disis 

J Chsrn Vane 

lh Bunlwan, ( ’J) .... 

tit S'ajlor 

lh ’Cham Ymw 

ib | Scotland .... 


lltW IOfh 
/ COth 
il?lh 
KiW 17th 
(ih? 


Hitler .... 
Bjrtw, («t I>ol»e) . 


Iirl, or 1 ’ntl 


m 1 3 1 6 


Rattle of 
Korah,177(t 

Bombay, j 

1779. 






SUPPLEMENT. 


Tub preceding Narrative having briefly 
described the foundation,’ services, and 
occasional’ modifications of the Sepoy 
corps in the service of the Honourable 
the East India Company, under the Pre- 
sidency of Bengal, from the year 1756-7 
down to the establishment of twelve regi- 
ments, as fixed by the regulations of 1796, 
by which the organization of corps, in re- 
gard to the number and rank of the Eu- 
ropean officers, and the general principles 
of arrangement and command were pro- 
posed to be more immediately assimilated 
to the system of .European armies — it 
may be useful, previous to entering on a 
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continuation of the Narrative, in regard 
to the subsequent formation and services 
of corps respectively, down to ; the present 
time, to take a short retrospect of t the 
general features and circumstances of the 
service under its successive arrangements, 
during t the above period, together with- 
such incidental . notice of relative oc- 
currences connected with the subject, as 
may have escaped the recollection, or not 
iallen within the knowledge of the pre- 
vious narrator. 

By a list of the Euiopean officers of the 
Bengal army in the year 1760, it appears 
the number was as follows : 

Captains . . . . ip 

lieutenants . . 26 - 

v Ensigns .... 15 

* > * ' " Total GO 

For the List of Names ; and also a Me- 
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morandum of tile strength of the Bengal 
army in 1756, see Appendix A. 

1 By' the preceding account we find that ner. 
in 1764, there were nineteen battalions of 
Sepoys in the ‘ service, which were seve- 
rally commanded and paid by officers of 
the Tank of captain, with a small portion 
of European subaltern officer's ‘and Ser- 
jeants under them. In October“of that 
year the battle of Buxar was fought wilii 
much professional skill, judgment, and 
courage ; and the complement^ of Euro- 
pean' officers to Native corps at that time, 
appears to have been one captain, one 
lieutenant, and one ensign to each batta- 
lion. 

Three Bengal Sepoy battalions were m7-8-9 
detached on service into the Northern 
Circais, under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Win. Smith, on whose death 
sS- 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Peach, who came into 
the army m 1764, as a major, from 
His Majesty’s service* was appointed to 
command the Bengal troops on service 
m the Circars, the object of which was to 
assist the Presidency of Tort St George, 
at that time engaged in war with Hjder* 
Ally and lus Trench allies. 

- In 1769, those troops were recalled to 
Bengal, when a part, or the whole, em- 
barked to return by sea. On which occa- 
sion, the flank, or two grenadier compa- 
nies, of the Sd, or Gowcn’s battalion, pe- 
rished by shipwreck, the ship on which 
they embarked having never been heard 
of afterwards. This unfortunate occur- 
rence made a fatal impression on the 
minds of tlieNatno troops, siitli regard 
to sea \ 03 ages, which, joined to tlicir pre- 
vious religious and habitual prejudices, 
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required the lapse of many years, and - 
much conciliatory management to over- 
come.. 

The establishment of Sepoy battalions wri 
yras increased to twenty-one, and formed 
into three brigades. 

. On St. George’s day, 1774, the Rohillah 
battle was fought on the plains of Rohil- 
kund, in which six Sepoy battalions were 
engaged, .together with the 2d European 
regiment under the command of Colonel 
• Champion, then the Commander in Chief, 
in Bengal. They were, opposed to a supe- 
rior number of a very brave and hardy 
race ,of men — devoted to their leader, 
whose cause was their own, fighting for the 
country and home which he had established 
for them, in the fruitful province of Khut- 
tair. Their gallant chief fell early in the 
action, when the discipline and valour of 
K 3 
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the British troops, and .the execution of 
their artillery, soon spread ten’or and dis- 
may .among the Rohillah bands, andled 
to a prompt aud decided victory. , . 

1TT5-6. Lieutenant-General Sir {John Clavering 
succeeded to , the office of, Commander in 
Chief., towards the > close.. of 177,4, an( ^ 
after, having .reviewed j many of the Sepoy 
battalions,. His Exccllenc}' was pleased to 
record his sentiments by the expression of 
admiration and wonder at the state of dis- 
cipline to which the Sepoy corps had been 
brought, declaring that he found them in 
no respect inferior to any regiment in His 
Majesty's service. . . , ; 

mr-8. Nine battalions were added to the 
establishment by the transfer to .the , Ho- 
nourable Company's army of that number 
of corps which had been, disciplined by 
British officers for the service of His Ex- 
cellency the Ncwaub Vizier. ■ 
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At the beginning of this year the Pre- ins 
sidency of Bombay having been seriously 
embarrassed by the pressure of tb'c Malia- 
ratta war, which then prevailed,' the Go- 
vernor General was convinced of the 1 ne- 
cessity for effectual succour, both in spe- 
cie and troops, being' afforded 1 to that 
quarter of the Honourable Company’s 
possessions, with' as little delay as pos- 
sible. Supplies of the former had been, 
and could again be, ' sent by sea, in the 
1 course of sis. weeks, or two' months voy- 
1 age, (as well as by bills through the me- 
dium of the native bankers of Benares,) 
but no such resource presented itself with 
regard to troops. 1 

On this emergency the comprehensive 
mind of IVarren Hastings formed tlie’re- 
solution (on his own responsibility, it was 
’understood, when opposed by a majority 
of his colleagues in the government) to 
25 4 
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Order a compact yet efficient detachment 
of Native troops from the Bengal army* 
to march across the continent of India, 
“ through hostile and unknown regions, 
from the hanks of the Gauges to the 
western coast, of India” — with the view, 
in the first place, of creating a diversion 
in the councils and operations of the 
enemy, and eventually co-operating with 
the Bombay government and forces in 
the prosecution of the uar in which they 
vcrc engaged. 

A force was accord ingh' ordered to as- 
semble at Cntvnpore, composed of the 
following details, under the command of 
Lieut. Colonel M. Leslie. 

,Siv; battalions of Sepoys, viz. the 
3st, 2d, 4th, 5th, Gth, and 7th, 

* 

900 rank and file each . . 5,400 

One regiment of Native cavalry GOO 
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One company of Gholundauz, 

or Native artillery . . . • 100 

Camlaliar liorse 500 

Total fighting men 6,600 
"With 103 European officers. 

The followers of this detachment were 
composed as follows : 

Servants and followers . . . 19)000* 

Bazar Department. — A complete 
establishment of which was dis- 
tinctly attached to each corps, 
without any expense to govern- 
mentj and to the essential aid 
thereby afforded, in the ready 
supply of provisions, &.c. may 
be mainly ascribed the success- 
ful progress of the detach- 
ment 12,000 

i . 

Total followers and bazar people 31,000 
The body of Candahar horse were in 
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the service of the Ncwaub Vizier, and 
were ordered by His Excellency to ac- 
company the detachment, as a proof of 
the interest he felt for the prosperity of 
the Honourable Company’s government 
These were a v cry brave and hardy race 
of Mussulmen, natives' of Candahar and 
.Cabool, were very well mounted, com- 
manded by 'a respectable chief of their 
own clan, and highly distinguished them- 
selves by their fidelity and valour through- 
out the long and arduous service in which 
the detachment was engaged ^ 

The pressing necessity for the intended 
aid superseded every consideration of con- 
vemence, and therefore as soon as the 
whole were in readiness to move, the de- 
tachment commenced its march, and 
passed the river Jumna at Calpee on the 
12th of June, 1778 > at the hottest time of 
the year, with the still more inclement 
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season of the periodical rains close at 
hand. Tor a striking illustration of the 
character of the Native troops on that 
occasion, see Appendix B. 

The severity of the season, and the as- 
sumed necessity of conciliating the diffe- 
rent chieftains of the countries through 
which' the detachment had to pass,® oc- 
casioned a long halt at Chattcrpoorc, and 
afterwards at Itajegurh in the province 
of Bundclkund ; and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leslie, who commanded the detachment, 
died at the latter place on the 3d of Oc- 
t tober. I ' 

i Lieut. Colonel Tho. Goddard succeeded 

9 

* Perhaps an unauthorized interference With their po- 
litical relations — at winch delay the Governor General was 
extremely disappointed and displeased , and an order was 
on die way to camp for Colonel Goddard to supersede 
Colonel Leslie in the command of the detachment at the 
time of Colonel Leslie's death. , 
t l J.l' i (I 
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Colonel Leslie in the command, and on 
the 8th of October, the detachment pro- 
secuted its march under the direction of 
that able and distinguished officer, t ( 
On the 30th of November they. reached 
the banks of the river Ncrbudda, and 
there halted in the vicinity of Husseina-. 
bad, , waiting communication with the 
government of Bombay, .until the 16th of 
January, 1779, when they again resumed 
their march, and arrived ,at Surat on the 
Confines of the Gulf of Cambay on the 
25th of February, 1779- * 

After a very short interval of repose, 
this gallant band took the field against 
the enemy, and nobly distinguished itself 
thiough a series of severe’ and arduous 
service, .down to the close of the general 
war in Europe, and in Asia in 1783. 

Colonel Goddard was advanced to the 
rank of Brigadier-General for the eminent 
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zeal and ability which he displayed in his 
situation of command throughout the 
war ; at the close of which he embarked 
for Europe for the recovery of his health, 
but- died just as the ship reached the 
Land’s End of England. The name and 
memory of Goddard will be yet long che- 
rished with admiration by the European 
officers, and the Native soldiery of the 
Honourable Company’s army.' 

The remaihs of this meritorious detach- 
ment returned nearly by the same route 
that it went across the continent of India, 
und reached the frontier provinces under 
the presidency 0 f Bengal, at the close of 
the -year 1784, under the command of 
Colonel (now Lieutenant-General) Oharles 
Morgan ; reduced ' by the casualties of 
the service on which it had been employed 
to 1 less than one half of the original com- 
plement of the corps. Honorary stand- 



ards were granted to each of the batta- 
lions — gold medals to the Subadars, sil- 
ver medals to the Jemadars, and likewise 
to every non-warrant officer and private 
Sepoy' who served with the detachment 
from the commencement of the expedition 
until its return into the provinces . ’ 1 1 

As a further mark of the approbation 
of Government, an additional pay of one 
rupee per month was granted to each non- 
warrant officer and Sepoy, who had served 
during the whole period above-mentioned. 
Tomhc testimony recorded by 'Govern- 
ment, in regard to the important services 
of this detachment, see Appendix C.’*- 1 
In consequence of the general war in 
Europe jand in Asia, nine more Sepoy 
Battalions were raised,' making a total of 
thirty-three battalions, besides ^three In- 
dependent, or Local Corps; and exclu- 
sive of the six battalions then serving in 
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•the west of India, under General God- 
dard. i 'i J - i 

.lEarly in 1779, .Lieutenant-General Sir 
Eyre ,Coote succeeded to the office of 
Commander in Chief. On the augmenta- 
tion of the army, the troops were disposed 
into four brigades, with a Colonel at the 
head of each, viz.: The three brigades as 
before, with a proportion of the increase 
added to each ; and the Independent Bri- 
gade, which was still paid by the Vizier, 
and was stationed accordingly for the more 
immediate duties and protection of his 
Excellency’s dominions. 

During the years 1779 and 1780, the mi 
Commander in Chief rcviened every corps 
in the army, and lus report and opinion 
on that occasion reflected the highest 
honour on the Native Corps, and their 
European officers. His Excellency more 
particularly distinguished the corps in 
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Chide, although the most remote from the 
superintendence and controul of superior 
authority, as u some of the finest corps 
lie had ever seen in the field " 

In the month of August, 1780, a detach- 
ment of about 2,000 Sepoys, under the 
command of Major (now Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral) William Popham, captured by es- 
calade the important and, till then, 
deemed impregnable fortress of Gwallior,* 
after ha\ ing pre\ lously carried the fort of 
Lahore by assault, and compelled an army 
of 15,000 Maharattas to evacuate the dis- 
tricts of Gohud and Gwallior 
1780-1 rive battalions of Sepoys, with artillery, 
and some regiments of cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, were employ - 

* The success of this bold enlerpnze was materially 
promoted by the whole of the troops employed on the es 
calade having heen provided with shoes made of strong 
cloth, quilted with cotton, for the occasion 



19S 

cd in the province of Malwa, against 
Madajec Scendiali, one of the most power- 
ful chiefs of the Maharatta confederacy. 

That little army was frequently suirounded 
by large bodies of Maharatta horse, and 
suffered great privation and hardship, 
both from being greatly in arrears of pay, 
and' much straitened for provisions. 

Their situation at one time became so 
extremely critical, that a large reinforce- 
ment was ordered to hasten to their sup- 
port, under Colonel Muir. Meantime, 
before that succour arrived, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Camac resolved to make a forced 
march, and attack the camp of Madajee 
Scendiali, in which he completely suc- 
ceeded, taking all the enemy’s guns, camp 
equipage, and elephants, with a large and 
very welcome supply of grain. 

This brilliant cvploit may be considered tm. 
as an important crisis of the war; for in 
o 
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mt the month of October, 1781, Colonel 
Muir, (who, being the senior officer, had, 
on joining, taken the command of all the 
troops on that sen ice,) acting under in- 
structions from Mr Hastings, the Gover- 
nor-General, concluded a separate treaty 
with Madajee Scendiah, which was spee- 
dily followed by a general peace with all 
the Maharatta States 

Trom 1764, down to the close of the 
jear 1780, the Sepoy corps appear to 
have continued on the same footing, in 
regard to internal economy and arrange- 
ment , with occasional fluctuations in the 
strength of the corps, and the number of 
European officers 

In January, 1781, anew formation, com- 
bined with a considerable augmentation 
of the Native army, and an increase of 
European officers, was carried into effect 
Thirty -six regiments were then formed, 
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’(exclusive of the six battalions seeing in 
the west of India,) consisting of two bat- 
talions each, and each battalion of five 
companies of 100 rank and file each. A 
Major-Commandant was placed at the 
head of each regiment ; a Captain to com- 
mand each battalion; with a Lieutenant 
to each company. 

An European Adjutant was appointed 
to each regiment, in the person of one of 
the Lieutenants, as non-effective Staff; 
and a Native warrant-officer was appointed 
Adjutant to each battalion. Two Euro- 
pean non-commissioned officers were like- 
wise appointed to each battalion, as Ser- 
jeant-Major and Quarter-Master Serjeant. 

The appointment of Native Comman- 
dant^ which had hitherto existed m each 
battalion on the old establishment, was 
abolished. 

The pay of each battalion was drawn 
o 2 


liBi. 
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irai in one abstract by the Captain, and it 
was ordered to be issued to the men in 
the presence of the Lieutenants command- 
ing companies; for the due performance 
of which they were declared responsible, 
and were required to make a report and 
declaration, on honour, in writing, that 
the men had been duly paid. 

That emolument may have been some- 
times derived from the payment of the 
men, when \csted in the uncontrouled 
management of the officer at the head of 
the corps, cannot perhaps be denied ; but 
there seems to ha\o been something very 
objectionable in the system now adopted, 
which placed the subaltern officers in the 
awkward predicament of superintending 
the conduct of their commanding officer; 
and reversing the principle of check or 
controul, was liable either to be rendered 
nugatory, or be producthc of jealousy, 
litigation, or discord. 
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The defeat of Colonel BailUc’s detach- 
ment in the Carnatic, by Hyder Ally, 
towards the close of the preceding year, 
and the pressure of the war in that quar- 
ter, rendered recourse to Bengal for suc- 
cour, in money, provisions, and troops, 
urgently necessaiy , and happily for the 
interests of the Honourable Company, and 
the reputation of our arms, the wisdom 
and decision of the Governoi-General were 
equal to e\ ery emergency 

The new formation of the Bengal Sepoy 
corps was no sooner carried into effect, 
early m 1781, than Mr Hastings resolved 
on sending five regiments to the relief of 
the Presidency of Tort St George This 
force was accordingly assembled at Med- 
napoor, and consisted of the following 
regiments, under the command of Colonel 
Thomas Deane Pearse, of the Bengal 
Artillery, who was selected by the Gover- 
o 3 
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mi nor-Geneial to command the detachment. 
The legiments were, — the 12th, com- 
manded by Majoi Edmonstone , the 13th, 
by Major Blane, the 24th, by Major 
Kilpatrick , the 25th, by Major AVedder- 
burne, and the 26th, by Major Byrne \ 
In the meantime the Comniander-in- 
Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, had embarked with 
such European troops as could be spared 
from Bengal, and proceeded to the Car- 
natic, to conduct the war in person 

On the occasion of corps assembling at 
Mcdnapoor for the intended service, one 
regiment, the 19 th, proved to be in a state 
of insubordination, owing to some prize- 
monej claims not having been duly ad- 
justed by its commanding officer, for which 
he was dismissed the service, by the sen- 
tence of a Court-Martial, and the regiment 
was broken, and drafted into the other 
corps proceeding on foreign service * 
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The detachment proceeded on its march i?bi 
through Orissa and the Northern Circars, 
and having reached the vicinity of Ma- 
dras about the middle of the year 1781, 
the Bengal troops joined the other forces 
in the field, under their distinguished 
Commandei-in-Clnef, the late General Sir 
Byre Cootc , and during the arduous war- 
fare in which they were engaged from that 
period, down to the cessation of hostilities 
before Cuddalore, in June, 1783, the Ben- 
gal corps, collectively and individually, 
established for themselves and the army 
to winch they belonged, a proud and 
lasting reputation The veteran remains 
of those gallant corps returned to Bengal, 
early in the year 1785, when their en- 
campment was \ lsited by the Gov ernor- 
General in person, and the grateful testi- 
mony which he recorded on that occasion 
is no less creditable to the generous fecl- 
o 4 
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i 78 i ings of his own mind, than it is decisne 
of the high mihtarycharacter and virtues 
of the Native soldiery of Bengal For 
copy of which see Appendix D 

In the autumn of this year, the revolt 
of Rajah Chejt Sing, and the consequent 
insurrection in the province of Benares 
and the adjacent countries, occurred, 
when not only the military character, but 
the fidelity and attachment of the Na- 
tive soldiery was put to the severest test, 
and redounded highly to their honour 
A large portion of the army hating 
been at that time on foreign service in the 
west of India, in the Carnatic, and in 
Malwa, the number of troops applicable 
to Home Service was very limited, and 
the corps were widely dispersed , so that 
not only was the person of the Got ernor- 
Gencral, Warren Hastings, in imminent 
danger, but the very existence of our 
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power may be truly said, at that time, 

“ to liave been suspended by a thread,” 
which by any turn of mind in tlie Native 
soldiery would inevitably have been bro- 
ken and dissolved for ever. Tor it is to 
be remembered, that tbe trial of their 
fidelity and duty as soldiers had to con- 
tend with the most powerful personal 
feelings, arising out of the occasion of 
being employed in arms against their con- 
nections and friends, in the heart of their 
own country, and in "putting down the 
authority and adherents of a prince, or 
ruler, who, in the previous government of 
his country, was universally extolled for 
beneficence and hospitality, moderation 
and justice. Add to which, the troops 
, actually suffered serious distress from ar- 
rears of pay and want of provisions : for 
such was the total loss of credit at the 
time, even with the Governor-General on 


nut. 
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uoi the spot, that, as stated by Mr. Hastings 
in Ins Nurratne of the Insurrection, “ suffi- 
cient monc) could not be raised for the 
ordinary wants of the troops employed 
about his own person ” 

The Native corps more immediately 
engaged on this sen ice ucrc, the 1st and 
2d battalions of the 6th Regiment, under 
Captains Thomas Blair, and P.M‘Dougall; 
the 7th Regiment, commanded by Major 
Crabb, the 19th, by Major Balfour, the 
30th, bj Major Roberts, and the 35th, 
or Major Popham s own Regiment v The 
latter officer commanded the whole, and 
added t6 the renown he had recently ac- 
quned on the capture of Gwallior, by the 


* The flank companies of the 2d European regiment » 
about half a company of European artillery men , and the 
small corps denominated the Foreign Rangers, consisting 
of about 100 Frenchmen, Germans, &.c were the Furopean 
details employed on that service but the professed object 
■of tl ese «1 eets relates to the Unlive Infantry corps onl> 
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speedy reduction of the hill-fortress of nfli* 
Bidzygurli, and the other strong-holds 
possessed by the Rajah, to the westward 
of the Ganges. 

Previous to quitting this portion of the 
narrative, it will not be deemed an unsuit- 
able digression to quote a paragraph or 
two from Mr. Hastings’s statement of that 
period, for which see Appendix. E. 

About the close of this year, Goiern- 17 82 . 
ment ordered the 4th, 15th, and 17th 
regiments, which were at Barrachpoor, 
and the 3oth which was at one of the 
stations higher up the country, to be held 
in readiness for ‘foreign service*. This 
force, it was understood, was intended to 
proceed to the Northern Circars, or to 
. Hydrabad, under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Popham.* But a Tumour 

* The object was probably to take possession of the 
Guntoor Cucar, winch about that time devolved to the 
Honourable Company consequent to a former treaty. 
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1782 . was spread amongst the troops, that it was 
meant for them to proceed by sea; to 
which measure, such was still the insu- 
perable aversion of the Native soldier}', 
that the regiments above-mentioned which 
were at Barrackpoor, entered into a gene- 
ral combination not to proceed on the 
service for w Inch they were ordered; and 
on two or three companies being ordered 
from one of those corps to precede the 
march of the detachment, for the purpose 
of taking charge of stores and prov isions, 
the three regiments made known their 
determined resolution that those compa- 
nies should not be allowed to march ; and 
as there was only one other regiment at 
the station, Government had no present 
means of enforcing obedience to its orders. 

The foregoing was however the only act 
of positive disobedience or mutiny that 
the men were guilty of— -no violence, nor 
other*disorderly conduct was committed ; 
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tliey continued to treat tlieir officers with 
the usual respect, and the duties of the 
corps were carried on as usual ; notwith- 
standing that some Native officers and 
men who had been the ringleaders in the 
combinations, were confined in the quar- 
ter-guards of their respective regiments ; 
nor was any attempt made to release 
them. 

After the lapse of several weeks a Ge- 
neral Court-Martial was held, when two 
Subadars of the 15th, and one or two Se- 
poys, were sentenced to suffer death, by 
being blown away from the mouths of 
cannon. The sentence was carried into 
execution, in the presence of those re- 
giments which had mutinied, and one 
other regiment only, which happened to 
be at the station, without any other symp- 
toms but those of pity for the fate of their 
misguided leaders. The 35th regiment 
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1786. General Sir Robert Slopcr was Com- 
mander in Chief, the Sepoy corps were 
again new modelled, in consequence per- 
haps of the Honourable the Court of Di- 
rectors having expressed their disappro- 
bation of the regimental system which 
took place in 1781. In regard to which 
they observed, that they saw no good 
reason for placing a Major at the head of 
each regiment, when the duty could i have 
been performed by a Captain, nor for ap- 
pointing a Captain to the command of 
each battalion, when the situation might 
have been very well filled by a Lieutenant. 

The SO regiments were now formed into 
30 separate battalions of 10 companies 
each, under the command of a Captain, 
or a supernumerary Major on Captain's 
allowances; to whose hands the payment 
of the corps, and all its interior authority 
and management again reverted. 
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if European* subaltern officers , were- con* t tea. 
tinued in the proportion t oft 'one for each 
company. * 1 . * :*•' o ' ’ -> vd » 

r General Orders dated in March. of this 
year directed ‘that ’the Native 5 officers of 
the- Sepoy corps should thenceforward' be 
denominated commissioned’ and non-com- 
missioned officers, instead of: warrant and 
non-warrant ; and to’ the former, through- 1 , 
oiit'.thc army^ commissions were accord-' 
ingly, issued under the signature' of the 
Commander in Chief ; in lieu of the war-' 
rants which in time past'liad been granted 
by the Colonels commanding brigades. - * 

* In the course of this year, ^detailed or- 
ders for a peace establishment for, the 
several Presidencies in Indian were ^re- 
ceived from the Court of Directors,! which 
caused another revision of the Native' In- 
fantry establishment of Bengal. . '• o 
Thirty-six battalions were- now formed, 

p 
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irss likewise mutinied on its march towards 
the appointed rendezvous. The four re- 
giments were afterwards publicly par- 
doned in General Orders. But on the 
return of the six battalions from the v cst 
of India in 1784, those four regiments 
were broken, and the officers and men 
were drafted into the six battalions, on 
their being formed into regiments, an ar- 
rangement which had been deferred until 
their return from foreign sen icc. 

Such was the occasion, on which the 
original Mathews’s battalion (then the 
4tU regiment) was doomed to end its 
career, after hating been for a long course 
of years, as stated in the preceding Nar- 
rative, one of the most distinguished and 
meritorious corps in the sen icc. 

1TC5 Early in 1785, in consequence of the 
general peace in Europe and in Asia, and 
- of the return to Bengal of the “ two Great 
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Detachments” from the Carnatic, and the iros. 
west of India, the Native infantry estab- 
lishment was reduced to 30 regiments, 
after incorporating in that number, the 
six old battalions returned from Bombay. 

All the corps in excess to thirty were dis- 
banded. The Native warrant and non- 
warrant officers were retained on their 
.pay as supernumeraries, to fill vacancies 
as they occurred in the several Native 
corps of the army, and the privates had 
the option, to the extent of the numbers 
required, to be enrolled on the strength of 
corps returned from foreign service. By 
those measures, a large portion of Euro- 
pean as well as Native officers became 
supernumerary ; and a total stagnation of 
promotion, in both branches of the service, 
was the consequence for several succeed- 
ing years. , 

Early in 1786, at which time Lieutenant- 
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1786 , consisting of. eight companies /-only, each, 
and each company only 68 privates, ■« 
Five of the six additional battalions 
were formed ■ by the transfer of companies 
from the >old corps, uanduthe newones 
were, by.the Natives, j generally denomi- 
nated Chari Yarict battalions, »;mcaning 
*bThe Four* Friends,’ " in allusion > to -their 
having been severally composed of ,k dc+ 
tails from four -corps. '"The 1 Ramgurh 
Provincial Corps was brought 'into the 
line as the Slst- battalion. » u« >.> i mu* « 
. Captains were> directed 'by »the Court's 
orders to command the Sepoy battalions, 
as had been .previously arranged by the 
Local Government; and the S6 battalions 
were' divided .into six brigades, with' a 
Lieutenant-Colonel and a Major at - the 
head of each brigade.* <Tho> complement 
of European subaltern' officers of'ono for 
each company was continued ; a Serjeant 
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for each' company w as likewise* specified 
in the Honourable’ Court’s orders ; but 
this was not 'Carried into effect.' Three 
European'noa-comtnissioncd officers were 
allotted to each battalion, >as Serjeant 
Major, Quarter-Master Serjeant, and 
Drill Seijeant ; but the latter was again 
struck off by the orders of government in 

1788. > < - ■ t 

''’Supernumerary Majors were still con- 
sidered eligible to the command of batta- 
lions on Captains’ allowances ; > and su- 
pernumerary Captains 'were posted in the 
proportion of one to each battalion, on 
the allowances of Lieutenant; but were 
ordered always to proceed >m command 
of every detachment or division of 'two or 
more companies, or eien'a'less force." < 

’ In the month of September this j ear, 
the Right Honourable 'Earl Cornwallis 
entered on the office of Commander in 
r 2 
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me Chief, as well as that of Gov emor-General 
of India 

1787 In the course of the year 1787* the 
Commander in Chief made a tour of the 
provinces, and visited all the military sta- 
tions of the army His Lordship view ed 
with no less admiration than astonish- 
ment, the very high military condition 
and proficiency of the Native corps of 
the Bengal army 

After having seen all the troops at the 
field stations, Lord Cornwallis caused a 
memorandum to be circulated, in which 
his Loidslnp noticed some points of mi- 
nutiae in regard to the exercise and field- 
movements of corps, which he wished 
should be uniformly observ ed by all , and 
at the same time expressed the greatest 
satisfaction at the appearance and good 
order of the troops, which had convinced 
him of the zeal and attention of the officers 
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of the Bengal army." Applause from i787. 
such an exalted character was well calcu- 
lated to cherish the spirit of professional 
pride and emulation, which was otherwise 
liable to be much depressed at that time, 
owing to the great reductions which had 
taken place, thereby creating long lists of 
supernumerary officers of all ranks, and 
causing a general stagnation of promotion. 

The sole authority, together with the 
payment of the corps, having reverted to 
the Captains commanding battalions, by 
the regulations now in force since 1786, 
they were in many instances very tena- 
cious of that authority; whilst the aspiring 
subalterns were restless, and disheartened 
at being precluded from a proper degree 
of intercourse, authority, and considera- 
tion, with the companies to which they 
were yet nominally attached. This state 
of things naturally produced instances of 
r 3 
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irsr litigation, jealousy, and discord ; and in 
consequence of Some representations made 
to the Commander in Ghicf, Ins’ Lordship, 
under a strong imprcssi6n of *thc necessity 
for supporting huthoritj, issued an order 
in the course of this year, directing, that 
as the appointment of subalterns to par- 
ticular companies had given nse to diffe- 
rence of opinion, on the nature of the duty 
m that rank, 5 it was in future left to the 
discretion of officers commanding Native 
battalions, to employ the subaltern officers 
m the manricr that tliej might think ay ould 
best promote the good of the service ,! 

This latitude was not, in every instance, 
exercised YVith becoming moderation , and 
in the year 1790, his Lordship found it 
necessary by a further order, to observe, 
that understanding thatiri consequence of 
the discretion granted to commanding 
officers of battalions of Sepoys, in 1787s 
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it was the practice in some battalions to lie?, 
leave the" European subaltern officers en- 
tirely .unposted to > companies ; it was 
therefore How directed,' that each subal- 
tern officer in >a' ( battalion should be 
attached to distinct' companies ; leaving 
it to ‘Commanding officers to post the 
subaltern officers to companies,! in . such 
manner as they .might deem i proper, as 
well as to prescribe the regimental duties 
required of them, as officers attached to 
companies. > i • . 

A short acquaintance with the Bengal its? 
army satisfied .the discerning mind of 
Earl Cornwallis,, that the Native soldiery 
possessed every requisite quality of good 
and efficient troops, with the exception of 
one particular, which was yet a desidera- 
tum, to overcome their aversion! to sea- 
voyages, in order to .extend. their sendees 
to other Presidencies and’ parts of India, 
r4 
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hbo with the promptitude and facility which 
was attainable by isea, instead of the 
protracted period necessarily occupied in 
marching by land, as exemplified during 
the late war, m the instance of the “ two 
Great .Detachments/’/ which marched to 
the relief of the Presidencies of Fort St. 
George and Bombay. 

His Lordship was therefore determined 
to make an experiment for the gradual 
introduction and accomplishment of this 
important object, for which an opportunity 
presented itself early in this 3 ear. • 

In the month of January, 1 dispatches 
were received from Bencoolen, apprising 
the Bengal Government that serious in- 
cursions had been made on some of the 
East India Company's settlements on the 
north-west 1 coast ofi Sumatra, and reprei 
senting the rurgent necessity for a rein- 
forcement of troops from Bengal. Lord 
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Cornwallis immediately signified Ins wish nss ' 
that the three battalions of the 4th brigade, 
then at the Presidency, viz. the ( 1st,' the 
30th, ( and the 32d, should furnish four 
companies of, Volunteers , for that service ; 
at the same time promising a bounty of 
ten 'rupees per man, ito ,such as should 
turn out. , , , * 

After the first, surprize occasioned by 
this novel call had somewhat subsided, 
the exhortations of, the commanding, and 
the other European officers, began to pre- 
vail ; and in the course of three or four 
days, a large portion of the requisite num- 
ber of volunteers turned out from the three 
battalions. 

Daily reports of the progress of the 
measure were made to head-quarters, and 
it w as the painful duty of the commanding 
officer of, the 32d battalion to acquaint his 
Lordship, that two Subndars of that corps 
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i78?. had been guilty of exerting their influence 
to deter the Sepoy $ from volunteering."' 1 '' 
fi Tins ‘unwarrantable 'conduct ’called for 
prompt arid ; seVerc example, and LdVd 
Cornwallis accordingly ordered 'the 'two 
Subadars to be’ dismissed ‘ the service/ in 
front of’ the tlirefe 'battalions pardded 1 on 
the occasion ; to have their commissions 
torn, their swords broken, and forbid ever 
making their appearance at any station of 
the army'. v, His <: Lordship directed ?, it at 
the 1 same time t& 'be explained 1 ' to ’ the 
' Native troop's of the army at' large,’ that ’he 
would never exact compliances from theW 
which might be ’inconsistent ’with'’ the 
tenets of their different religions; 5 or with 
the rules of ‘their respective 1 casts ?*'• hut 
that ‘he trusted,' on' the other 1 'hand,' 'he 
should rarely meet with a' criminal' back- 
• ward ness among any ranks of the service,’ 
to give the proofs that might 'be required 
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of their zeal and fidelity to the interests of irss 
the Honourable Company. > 1 

His l 'Lordship’s tthanks -were then ex- 
pressed' to the commanding officers of the 
battalions for their exertions, and to the 
corpsifor the good 'disposition they had 
evinced in offering so many volunteers on 
the present expediency of sending a rein- 
forcement to the settlement of Fort Marl- 
borough. * i 

His Lordship then notified, that in the 
formation of' the detachment, the whole 
complement of Natiie commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers should be made 
by 1 promotion, from the most deserving of 
the volunteers, i in bn i i* < . > 

*’ The ’volunteers were retained on the 
returns of their respective battalions 1 as 
supernumeraries, with which they were to 
be re-enrolled on their return from service, 
bn the full pay- of their ranks. - i 
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ires Sufficc.it to say, that by the happy 
union of example and encouragement, 
the detachment was speedily completed 
by volunteers, when they were formed into 
four companies, and six European officers 
were appointed ; one to command the de- 
tachment, \i z. Lieutenant (now Major- 
General) M'Culloch; one as Adjutant; 
and one to the command of each of the 
companies . 

A regular Indiaman was ordered for * 
the conveyance of the troops to Sumatra, 
with the most rigid instructions to the 
Commander, to render the situation of 
the Sepoys as comfortable as possible 
whilst on board ; and to prevent any con- 
duct of an offensite natute whatsoever oh 
the part of the seamen towards the troops 
during the voyage. 

The Sepoys superintended the. filling of 
their water, the casks of which were all 
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carefully marked ; and they were required 
to state every sort of article they wished 
for, for their diet during the voyage, of 
■which an ample supply was provided ac- 
cordingly, at the expense of Government. 
' Although the ten rupees bounty was 
promised to be paid on their embarkation, 
Lord Cornwallis acceded to the request 
of the officers for its being paid before 
they embarked ; and this confidence was 
well requited by the men, the whole 
having remained steady to their purpose, 
and embarked without a single desertion. 

They sailed the end of February, and 
reached Sumatra in about five weeks, 
without a single casualty or accident. 
They remained there till the end of Octo- 
ber, and suffered much from sickness. 
' The moment Lord Cornwallis received 
accounts that the services of the detach- 
ment were no longer required at Sumatra, 
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his Lordship scot orders to Madras for 
the first Indiaman 3 th at should arrive 
therefrom Europe, to be sent across the 
Bay„to convey the- detachment' back to 
Bengal. 1 They embarked the end ‘of Oc- 
tober, and after a boisterous, tardy voyage, 
reached Calcutta in the course of Decem- 
ber, 1789* . There were ’many casualties 
by death during -the return voyage i-many 
having embarked sick, >and, the' diet and 
inconveniences of a ship were very advene # 
to convalescency. A large [portion of the 
detachment was afflicted on the/ return 
voyage with the night-blindness ; probably 
tai n be ascribed to their very •'bad' food* 
(many of them having persevered in eat- 
ing nothing,' whilst on board, but dry or 
parched peas, or rice,) and to theirremain- 
ing exposed night and day on the ’poop 
and booms; the number of sick below 
ha\mg made all nho were well enough. 
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prefer staying on deck, ' When the volun-< 
tcers re-landed, they received a month’s 
pay and- full hatta, as a further gratuity} 
which, was. promised to them when the 
detachment was first formed. • - lu-i 

i The European officers were gratified by 
the distinguished notice and approbation 
of 'Earl 'Cornwallis, for their careful and 
conciliatory conduct, towards the men, 
during thccxpedition. • '■ . . 

- As a- further mark of ’the approbation 
of Government, and for the incitement to 
others to follow theiexample ofithe Ben- 
coolen Volunteers, the Native officers,.and 
mennvho composed the-detachmentj were 
exempted'from-the payment of the duties 
levied on the performance of the rites and 
ceremonies at Gyah, by which all Hindoos 
are expected to do homage to the manes 
of their deceased parents. -> > - 

The subject of this little experimental 
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i7C9 expedition has occupied a larger space 
than the circumstances of it might seem 
to require, in this place : but it is, in fact, 
to be considered as forming a very impor- 
tant epoch in the history of the Native 
soldiery of Bengal. Since, however" it 
may have been swallowed up or forgotten 
in the lapse of time, it is unquestionably 
to be viewed as the origin of the cheerful 
facility with which the Native* troops 
have, on-raany successive occasions, vo- 
lunteered their sen ices beyond sea, las 
soon as the wishes of Government haie 
been made Known to them; and the mea- 
sures which were adopted on that occasion 
constituted the basis of the rules and re- 
gulations which have since been in\ anably 
adopted on every embarkation of Native 
troops. 

It is therefdre to the spirit of concilia- 
tion and discernment which was evinced 
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by that great statesman and commander, )78D 
Lord Cornwallis, with regard to the Native 
soldiery of Bengal, that this important 
point, which was necessary to the perfection 
of their military character and efficiency, 
has been so completely accomplished. 

In the beginning of the year 1790, 1790 . 
Tippoo Sultan commenced a war of ag- 
gression against the East India Company, 
by attaching their ally, the Itajah of Tra- 
vancorc ; which afforded an ample field 
for professional emulation to the troops of 
all the Presidencies in India. 

Two companies were now added to each 
battalion of Native infantry in Bengal, 
and the strength of companies was in- 
creased. 

Government resolved'lo send six batta- 
lions of Native infantry from Bengal^ to 
co-operate in fne war against fne Sultan 
of Mysore. 

Q 
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1 790 . Lord Cornwallis selected the Quarter- 
Master General Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Cockerell to command the detachment, 
which was assembled accordingly in the 
month of March, on the banks of the 
Sooban Rccha river, and consisted of the 
fdlloiving corps : — -The 3d battalion, com- 
manded by Captain Sir Patrick Balfour; 
the 7 th, by Captain John Rattray ; the 
13th, by Captain Norman M'Lcod ; the 
14th, by Captain Archdeacon ; the 26th, 
by Captain Richard Scott ; and the 28th, 
by Captain Scrymgcour . 

Their long march was commenced and 
prosecuted with all practicable expedition* 
and the detachment reached the scene of 
action in time to participate in all the 
arduous and brilliant operations of the 
a nr. 

It need only be observed in this place* 
that the several corps of the detachment 
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served with distinguished reputation and 
applause throughout the war, and after its 
conclusion the detachment was ordered 
to canton in the Carnatic, at Saloor Piett, 
between the Pullicat Hills, and lake of 
the same name, where it remained during 
the months of June, July, August, and 
September, , 1792 ; aw aiting the best sea- 
son for their return-march to Bengal. 

Towards the close of the year 179Q, 
Earl Cornwallis resolved to proceed to the 
coast for the purpose of conducting the 
war in person. And his Lordship em- 
braced the occasion for following up the 
experiment which had succeeded so well 
the preceding year, of inducing the Na- 
tive troops to proceed on foreign service 
by sea. The wishes of gov eminent were 
accordingly communicated to a few of the 
battalions which happened to be the near- 
est to the Presidency, that two battalions 
O 2 
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1790 of volunteers were requited to be formed 
for service in Mysore, and to proceed to 
Madras by sea, with the Commander in 
Chief 

More than the number required soon 
turned out, and the battalions were spee- 
dily formed, and embarked under the 
command of Captain Thomas Welsh and 
Captain Henry Hjndman, who were se- 
lected by the Commander m Chief to 
command the volunteer battalions 

They partook of all the service which 
occurred under his Lordship's personal 
command during the war, and cantoned 
at the close of it with their comrades, the 
other siv: battalions at Saloor Pcett 

On the close of the campaign, by the 
retreat from Sermgapatnam about the 
middle of this jear, dispatches were re- 
ceiied in Bengal, communicating a call 
for 900 volunteer Sepoys to fill up the 



229 

eight battalions serving in Mysore. On 1791 
this being notified to the nine battalions 
nearest at band, sucli was the spirit of 
emulation among them, that more tlian 
the number required soon turned out, 
and v. ore speedily collected at Calcutta, 
whence they embarked with a large por- 
tion of volunteer European officers, on 
board three Indiamen, and reached Ma- 
dras in the course of eight or ten day s ; 
they thence joined the army in Mysore, 
and were divided among the eight batta- 
lions previous to the opening of the cam- 
paign towards the close of 1791. 

■During this w ar in Mysore, the Bengal 
battalions were allowed camp-equipage in 
the pioportion of one large tent for each 
company, the Madras corps lia\ mg been 
previously furnished with tents on that 
scale ; though, as yet, no camp-equipage, 
except a bell-tent foi the arms of each 
0 3 
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j?Di. company, liad ever been allowed to the 
Native troops on the Bengal establish- 
ment. 

1792-s. The end of September, 3.792, the Ben- 
gal detachment commenced 'its > return- 
march from the Carnatic, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell, 
and after a- very pleasant march, chiefly 
along the sea-coast, arrived, the' end of 
January, 1793, on the banks of the Soo- 
ban Reeka, where the detachment was 
dissolved. The whole of the volunteers 
which composed the two battahbnsj as 
well as the supply of 1791 ; returned to 
their former corps ; and the several bat- 
talions proceeded to the stations of their 
respective brigades in Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oude, comprising a progressive march of 
from 1500 to 2000 miles from the canton- 
ment in the Carnatic to the frontier sta- 
tions in Oude. 
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Honorary standards were granted to the 1702- 
six battalions, and medals -were conferred 
on all the Native officers and troops who 
had served in Mysore. For Lord Corn- 
wallis's and Lt. Colonel Cockerell’s thanks 
to the detachment, see Appendix F. 

Leave of absence was granted to all the 
volunteers returned from foreign service 
on more favourable terms than usual, ac- 
cording to the example adopted in the 
instance of the Bcncoolcn Volunteers. 

In 1792-3, a detachment of 15 com- 
panies of Native infantry was sent on 
service into the distant provinces of As- 
sam, under the command of Captain 
Thomas Welsh. 

Marquis Cornwallis returned to Bengal 
in August, 1792 ; and in August, 1793, 
his Lordship again embarked for the 
coast, in consequence of the war with 
France, and after the fall of Pondicherry, 

Q 4 
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1792-s. his Loidship embarked for 'England, 
and was succeeded in the command of 
the Bengal army by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Robert Abercromby, K. B. in the 
month of October, 1793. 

1794. • In the year 1794, whilst the Commander 
in Chief was making a tour of inspection, 
a violent revolution took place in the 
hitherto happy state of Rampoor in Ro- 
hilkund, which had been governed with 
paternal solicitude by the Ncwaub Fyzoo- 
lali Khan, since the fall of Ilafiz Rahmut, 
in the year 1774. The recent death of 
Fyzoolah Khan led to sanguinary feuds 
and irregular accession to the government, 
among his children; for the suppression 
of which the aid of the British troops was 
required by the Lord Paramount of the 
country, the Ncwaub Vizier. 

The Commander in Chief took the field 
at the head of a large force, consisting of 
ten or eleven battalions of Native infantry, 
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besides tlio 2d European regiment, two i"9> 
small regiments of cat airy, and an ade- 
quate complement of artillery. 

On the 2Gtli of October, 1791, the com- 
batants came in sight of cacb other near 
the tillage of Bretoorab, on the plains of' 
Rohilhtmd, not far from the scene of the 
former Roliilla battle, on St. George’s day, 

1774. The enemy pressed forward to offer 
battle ; and m consequence of the great 
extent of ground covered by them, the 
Commander jn Chief ordered tire reserve, 
consisting of the 2d European regiment, 
with two choice battalions of Sepoys, viz. 
the 13th on the right, and the 18th on the 
left, to be brought into the line, of which 
those corps became the right wing ; and 
the car airy were also brought into line, 
forming on the right of the whole. 

Upon those chosen corps composing the 
reserve, the enemy directed their principal 
attack, and were fast closing with them, 
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94. when, b 3 ’ a lamentable fatalit 3 r , which to 
this day has never been distinctly ac- 
counted for or understood, the officer 
commanding the cavalry gave the word of 
command for them to wheel inzcards by 
•quarter ranks, or such at least was the 
movement that took place; the conse- 
quence was, that they broke in headlong 
upon the 13th battalion, the ranks of 
which became disordered before the order 
of their gallant leader, Captain Norman 
M'Leod, to fire upon the cavalry, could 
be executed : the enemy, for whom no- 
thing could possibly have been more fa- 
vourable, rushed in sword in hand, and 
in many instances seized and turned aside 
the bayonets of our troops ujtli one hand, 
whilst they made use of their broad 
swords uith the other; and following up 
the impression thus made, they penetrated 

in like manner the ranks of the 2d JSuro- 

* 

pcan regiment, and the 18th Battalion, 
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killing and wounding a great number of 1704- 
gallant officers and men of those three 
corps.* Many particulars of that action 
having been accurately stated in the ac- 
count of particular corps, in the preceding 
part of this Narrative, more need not now 
be added, beyond the statement of the 
action which was published at the time, 
and which will be found in the Appen- 
dix G. 

Discipline and united effort having at 
length overcome the display of as much 
individual bravery and prowess as was 
perhaps ever "witnessed ; the enemy re- 
tired, and were pursued, till a convention 
tvas agreed on with the principal chiefs 
and relatives of the family — Gholam 
Mahomed, who had assumed the govern- 

* The officer who commanded the cavalry absconded 
to avoid being brought to trial, which explains the fore- 
going Tcmark, ** that the cause of the fatal movement of 
the cavalry in the battle of Bstoorah has never been pro- 
perly accounted for.!** 1 
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1 704 ment, after murdering Jhis elder brother, 
ha\ing fled his country, and has since re- 
mained an outlaw The war being thus 
ended, the troops returned to cantonments 
1795 In the course of this yfcar, go\ernment 
resolved on sending to Malacca a force 
equal to a battalion of Sepoys , and whe- 
ther induced by the facility with which 
volunteers to proceed by sea had offered 
during the My sore war, or to av oid what 
may have been viewed as mvoh ing some 
additional expense, trouble, and arrange- 
ment in drawing volunteers from different 
corps , it was resob ed to make the expe- 
riment of sending a battalion collectively 
on that sen ice * 

The 15tli Battalion, commanded by 
Captain JUidowck Grant, was a corps bf 
very high character, and being near at 
hand, the proposition was made to it 
through its command ing^offlccr to \ olun- 
teer its services on a \ oyage to Malacca 
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The advances of a commanding officer 1795. 
to men under Ills command, (and in the 
present instance under a rigorous system 
of discipline surpassing most other corps 
in the service,) in which doubtless his own 
feelings were strenuously engaged for the 
distinction which the object in view would 
confer on himself and his corps, could not 
easily be resisted by many among the 
Ifativc officers and men, who may indeed 
have been ready and willing to undertake 
the voyage; whilst the remainder, under 
the influence of persuasion, subordination, 
and diffidence, did not venture to express 
their, dissent. 

. The corps was soon reported to govern- 
ment as being willing to embark, but 
when the time arrived, a spirit of aversion 
.shewed itself, svhich ended in a most de- 
termined mutiny, and the corps was de- 
clared by government to have been broken 
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1795 with infamy, and its colours burnt, , after 
having been dispersed by" another batta- 
lion, the Twenty-ninth, with field-pieces, 
to which the ill-fated Fifteenth had for 
a moment the temerity to oppose itself, 
under arms. 

The conduct of the 29th Battalion, 
commanded by Captain Bradley, was ap- 
plauded by government, as it justly de- 
served, for the steady fidelity and firmness 
which it evinced on this trying occasion. 

It is doubtless to be regretted that the 
experiment was tried; the minds of the 
Native soldiery at large were not yet suf- 
ficiently matured and reconciled to the 
evils, with w Inch they had been habitually 
accustomed to \ lew sca-\ 03 ages ; and 
thus a fine battalion was annihilated, and 
a stigma cast on the service. The a cry, 
number Fifteen was desecrated and or- 
dered to be left blank in the enumeration 
of Native corps 
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In the bourse of this year government i 
resolved that a Native corps, to be deno- 
minated the Marine Battalion, should be 
raised for the duties of the islands, viz. 
Sumatra, Penang, &c. 

This corps was ordered to consist of 
twelve companies of 100 privates each, 
to be commanded by a Captain, with 
seven Lieutenants to command the de- 
tached portions of the corps. But the 
European officers were borrowed from 
the corps of the line, from which they 
Were to be occasionally relieved, and re- 
join their corps. 

Such a corps was highly necessary, and 
soon became essentially useful and ef- 
ficient. The island duties had hitherto 
been performed in a desultory manner, 
and the men, such as they were, remained 
for years in their situations, contracting 
most other habits but those of soldiers. 
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1795. In the same year government likewise 
resolved to re-establish a local corps for 
the duties of the Ramgurli frontier, 
whence the former corps of that descrip- 
tion had been withdrawn into the line, 
during the reductions and changes of. the 
year 1786. 

The Ramgurli Battalion was orderedto 
be raised on the same establishment and 
strength as the battalions of the' line, as 
far as regarded the Native part; to be 
commanded by a Captain with a few 
European subaltern officers to do duty 
with it, fioin the regulars, as in the case 
of the Marine Battalion. 

This has since proved a highly service- 
able and meritorious corps, and has been 
augmented, as will be noticed hereafter. 

In this year Iikca ise, a corps of Native 
Militia was ordered to be raised for the 
judicial and commercial duties of Cal- 



cutta and the adjccent districts.' It was 1795. 
placed in the first instance under the Town 
Major, and consisted of eight companies 
of ninety privates. It lias subsequently 
been augmented to sixteen or more com- 
panies of one hundred privates each, and 
proves a very useful auxiliary body of 
troops, by which the regulars are relieved 
from a variety of irksome and harassing 
duties. 

It is now commanded by an officer of 
any rank who may be favoured with the 
patronage of the Governor-General, w ith 
one other European officer, who performs 
the duty of Adjutant to the corps. 

We are now arrived at the year 1796 , 1796 
which forms an important epoch in the 
history of the East India Company’s 
army. 

, By the regulations then, adopted, with 
the view, among other points, of amehora- 



1,96 tion and improvement m the situation of 
the European officers, that of giung to 
them an increased degree of promotion 
and rank, caused a total reformation of 
the Native corps, in regard to the system 
of authority, interior economy, and pa>- 
ment of the troops 

The whole Native Infantry Establish- 
ment was condensed into twel\ e unwieldy 
regiments, of two battalions each , each 
battalion consisting of ten companies, 
(two grenadier, and eight battalion com- 
panies,) and each company of two Natne 
commissioned, ten non commissioned offi- 
cers, and eighty pnvates, as a peace estab- 
lishment and the complement of Euro- 
pean officers w as fixed at one colonel, two 
lieutenant-colonels, two majors, sercn cap- 
tains, one captam-heutcnant, twenty -two 
lieutenants, and ten ensigns, to each regi- 
ment And thenceforward the principle 
of regimental rank and promotion (to the 
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rank of Major, inclusive) was adopted 179 G. 
throughout 'the Honourable Company’s 
army. 

The field officers, captains, and the re- 
quisite proportion of Lieutenants, were 
appointed to command the companies. 

The payment of the men was expressly 
confided to* the officers commanding com- 
panies respectively, who were declared to 
be invested with tlie same authority as is 
exercised by captains in command of 
companies, in European corps. 

1 Monthly muster rolls, and correspond- 
ing pay abstracts, were directed to be pre- 
pared by the officers commanding com- 
panies. A pay-hawuldar, corresponding 
to pay-serjeant, was allowed to each com- 
pany ; and on every issue of pay, acquit- 
tance rolls, signed by e\ ery individual of 
each company, in testimon}* of having re- 
ceived his full and just demands, were 


r. 2 
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1795 ordered to be delivered to the command- 
ing officer of the battalion, by whom they 
are laid before the commanding officer of 
the reginient, and then lodged as records 
m the regimental office. 

The Staff appointment of Native Adju- 
tant was abolished. An European Ad- 
jutant was appointed to each battalion, 
and an Adjutant and Quai tcr-Mastcr, in 
one person, to each regiment * All pro- 
motion of Native commissioned, and non- 
commissioned officers, was ordered to be 
published in regimental orders. The re- 
commendation for non-commissioned, to 
proceed from the officers commanding 
companies ; and of commissioned officers, 


* The appointment of Adjutant and Quarter-Master to 
each regiment has been recently abolished, and in heu 
thereof, an additional staff officer has been appointed to 
each baltahon, under the denomination of Interpreter, who 
is likewise to perform the duties of Quarter-Master 
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from the officer commanding each bat- I79tf. 
talion. 

The enlisting of recruits ■was vested in 
the officer Commanding the battalion, 
subject to the approval of the Colonel 
Commandant, or officer commanding the 
regiment, when present. 

The men are enlisted under a declaration 
to be explained to them at the time, for 
three years ; after which they may apply 
for, and obtain their discharge, on two 
months* notice, except m time of war ; but 
no bounty, nor other form of reneu al takes 
place, whatever may be the number of 
years they may continue to serve : neither 
is there any bounty, or other pecuniary 
incitement, in the first instance. 

An oath of fidelity, obedience, &c. is 
likewise directed to be administered to 
each recruit, in front of the colours ; (a very 
salutary measure, which it is feared has 
r 3 
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1790- fallen into disuse,) and certain articles off 
war are likewise ordered to be read and) 
explained to the recruits at the same time. 

‘ When the regulations of 1781 were pro- 
mulgated, it was then ordered, for the first 
time it is believed, that an abstract of the 
Articles of "War relating to Mutiny and De- 
sertion should be translated into Persian 
and Hindoostance, and be read and ex- 
plained once a month to the Native troops. 

A revised and enlarged abstract and 
translation was now printed in the English, 
Persian, and Nagree characters, to which 
the form of the oath, and declaration 
abovementioned, was subjoined. Copies 
were sent to every corps, with orders that 
the Native officers and men.should make 
themselves thoroughly acquainted with the 
rules and ordinances by which they are 
governed. * * 

The power of granting leave of absence 
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was now likewise vested in commanding i'90 
officers of regiments only, vvlien present ; 
in the case of battalions, or detachments 
separated from the Head-Quarters, the 
commanding officers of battalions and de- 
tachments liav e that power : in cither case, 
the application and consequent selection 
of men for that indulgence, (which is one 
of very high gratification to the Native 
troops, to visit their families,) originates 
with the officers commanding companies. 

It may be proper m this place, to say 
a few words on the sj stem of jurisprudence 
by which the Native troops are governed. 

The Native commissioned officers are 
tned by General Courts-Martial, com- 
posed of Native commissioned officers, at 
which interpreters are employed. The 
Court, interpreter, witnesses, and Judge 
Advocate, are all sworn, according to 
the forms of their respective religions : 
it 4 
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1790 the proceedings are conducted and re- 
corded by the Judge Ad \ocate- General, 
or one of his Deputies, as usual at Euro-' 
pean General Courts-Martial 

Non-commissioned officers and privates 
are tried, for minor offences, bj minor 
Courts-Martial, viz regimental, battalion, 
detachment, &c which are likewise com- 
posed of Native commissioned officers, 
with an European subaltern officer, deno- 
minated the Superintending Officer, for 
Tecordmg the proceedings * At these 
also, the parties are now all sworn, since 
the same course was adoptee! for his Ma- 
jesty's scr\ ice ! 

General Courts-Martial were formerly 
held under the authority of Colonels com- 


* In further perfection of this system, an interpreter, 
in the person of an European subaltern officer, 1 as, since 
the year 1814, been established as a permanent staff mtli 
every ISatuc corps in the service 
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manding Brigades, but are now only lield 17!)3. 
under the warrant and authority of the 
Commander in Chief. 

Other Courts-Martial were held by 
authority of officers commanding corps, 
detachments, &c. and approved by the 
same authority ; they possessed the pon cf 
of dismissing, or inflicting corporal pu- 
nishment, &C. over all non-commissioned 
officers and privates. 

The regulations of 1796 directed, that 
at the head-quarters of each regiment, 
none other than Regimental Courts-Mar- 
tial should be held, but in the case of 
battalions, or parts of battalions, being 
detached, Battalion and Detachment 
Courts-Martial are authorized. i But by 
those regulations it was further directed, 
that neither commissioned, non-commis- 
sioned officers, nor privates, should be dis- 
missed by the sentence of any other than 
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1796. a General Court-Martial. A power, how- 
ever, was continued to commanding officers 
of regiments to dismiss Sepoys who, i from 
misconduct or other cause, should be 
deemed unfit for the service, n » «■ 
Perhaps it would have been better, that 
the power of dismissing privates, at' all 
events, should still have been ‘continued^ 
to Regimental, Battalion, and Detach- 
ment Courts-Martial, instead of throwing 
.the odium of such measure -on the com- 
manding officer’s personal » exercise 1 of 
'authority: besides, that courts-martial be- 
ing precluded from that generally best and 
most salutary course, aie obliged to have 
recourse to the alternative / 'of corporal 
punishment, the frequency oft which is to 
be deprecated with any troops, but espe- 
cially so with reference to the mild, Orderly, 
and tractable conduct of- the Native sol- 
diery of Bengal. / 
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The fitness, or suitability of the general 1706. 
principles of military arrangement com- 
prized in the regulations of 1796, ’will not 
probably be questioned ; but it is* to be 
observed, that the practical operation of 
them is Tendered nugatory in a very im- 
portant point, by the operation of the col- 
lateral rules of the service. Under the 
previous system, all the officers who were 
attached to corps were always present and 
effective with them, (cases of sickness ex- 
cepted,) but especially those m whose in- 
dividual hands the powers of authority and 
command were vested, and which was 
accordingly not liable to fluctuation or 
change. "Whenever officers returned to 
Europe, which, however, but seldom hap- 
pened, they resigned the service, and all 
officers employed as staff, and in every 
situation whatsoever, out of the line o 
their regimental duty, were invariably 
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1706' struck off the strength of corps, and 
their places were immediately supplied 
by others. 

Under the present arrangement, the pro-^ 
portion of field officers and captains, bemg 
those m whom the exercise and response 
bility of authority and controul are essen j 
tially reposed, is that of twelve to twenty 
companies yet small as even this number 
is, were they actually retained fox' the du- 
ties of their corps, the theory and the 
practice would be stJmewhat assimilated , 
but the whole of the staff of the govern- 
ment, and of the army, inclusive of a heavy 
commissariat, with the numerous officers on 
furlough in Europe, and those employed 
with local corps, and in all other situations 
Whatsoever, are borne on the strength, as 
componentparts of compani es and corps,— 
So the result is, that a very small portion of 
field officers and captains remains for the 
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duties of the corps ;* companies are conse- ngG. 
qucntly, for tlie most part, in the charge 
of subalterns, temporarily, and changing, 
according to their occasional standing, 
under the course of events ; and thus 
often devolving to the hands of very 
joungofficers, whose professional, nor local 
acquirements, may not hav c at all qua- 
lified them for such a situation of autho- 
rity, over men to whose character, lan- 
guage, and habits, they are yet more or 
less strangers. 

Divided authority too, at best, is ill 
understood, or conformed to, by tlie peo- 
ple of India , and perhaps it may very 
fairly be doubted, whether the reformation 
introduced by the regulations of 1790, lias 
tended generally to improve the condition 


* Under all those circumstances, it lias often happened 
tftat the oifTcers of aff nm£s, present \wth their corps, are 
not in the proportion of one to each company 



of the Native soldiery, as it regards their 
satisfaction, contentment, and attachment 
to the service ; or v> hethcr they w ere not 
better satisfied, upon the whole, under the 
old patriarchal system of battalions, com- 
manded by a captain, who ivas always an 
old officer, experienced in the language, 
customs, and feelings of the men, which 
being duly appreciated, never failed to 
secure respect for authority, and mutual 
attachment. But it must be remembered, 
that this becoming consideration for the 
character and military virtues of the troops 
requires a progressive course of fellowship 
and intercourse for its basis. 

Other causes are also to be found for 
a diminished attachment to the service, 
or rather of the disposition to enter into 
it, which formerly prevailed amongst the 
most suitable classes of the community. 

That such a diminution has taken place. 



there seems little room to doubt. The 1796* 
improved condition of their landed pro- 
per tj*, and the security under which they 
enjoy their property in the various pur- 
suits and avocations of life, may very na- 
turally have produced such a tendency. 

2dly, The harassing, and often offensive 
duties, on which the regulars have of late 
years been employed, in the situation 
which more properly belongs to provincial 
corps and police establishments ; in guard- 
ing jails, attending convicts on the roads, 
or from morning till night in the courts 
during the trial of prisoners, with a variety 
of other calls to which they arc liable 
when employed at civil •stations, more 
especially in the ceded and conquered 
provinces, as well as Benares, where the 
pressure of such duties has often pre- 
cluded the annual indulgence of furlough 
to visit their families,* than Svhich the 'Ka- 



>796. tire troops enjoy no higher gratification— 
these circumstances may no doubt be 
reckoned on ns having likewise contri- 
buted to such a result; so irksome and 
laborious dp such duties often prove, that 
so far from a state of peace being a state 
of comparatii c repose, it is quite the re- 
v erse ; a Maharatta war, or, other arduous 
campaign, is a jubilee to them, compared 
with the degrading turmoil of such ano- 
malous employment. 

It is true, that modifications have at 
different times been obtained with regard 
to some of the most*qffensive duties allud- 
ed to, when their feelings could no longer 
endure the impolitic and malevolent de- 
gradation to which they were exposed ; 
but the regret is, that they ever should 
have been required — for the impression 
thus made may, as to the effect in ques- 
tion, never be effaced. 
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A farther cause may be stated, . and that 170G. 
a very material one also, in the minds of 
those ’ concerned.' In former 'times, the 
mcn'and their families derived a consider- 

“N , 

able degree of consequence; from some' 
members of the family being in the mili-* 
tary service of the company ;Bahadoor,' 
with- this further advantage, that in any 
case of litigation, injustice, or reference in 
regard to their agricultural, or other-do- 
mestic concerns, the influence or consi- 
deration derived ftom their situation al- 
ways proved- gratify ii%, and generally led 
to a-prompt hearing and decision, without 
being obliged to wait indefinite and often 
very protracted periods of time, under the : 
more tardy forms of -judicial procedure 
which have of late years prevailed. •- • 

Thus the Sepoy has lost all the advan- 
tages, or gratification of that description 
which he before enjoyed, and with them, 
s 
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1796. perhaps, some portion of his respect for 
the character or consequence of his offi- 
cers,! who formerly, by letters of applica- 
tion (now interdicted by an ordinance ofi 
the Local Government) to the civil autho- 
rities, generally obtained some favourable 
consideration toward .those under their 
command, when the domestic concerns of 
the Native officers or,men required anyj 
such reference. | ,Nor t wiIl they soon,forget< 
the indignity offered m some instances to 
their European officers, and to themseh es,( 
by the civil process of, summons or ( arrest- 
having been executed, within (he limits of 
their camp or cantonments, on individuals! 
against whom complaints, may have been 
preferred, without the observance of any 
form of lequisition, &c. to the command- 
ing officer. i j , f* 

It may be further observed, that, f i'n 
times past the Native commissioned offi- 
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cers,. especially tlie Subadars at the head 1705 
of companies, possessed more authority 
and influence than they now do with their 
respective companies, in proportion as 
they were more employed," instead of 
European officers. ' !l 

This consequence has further resulted*' 
from the change rin the interior economy 
of the corps, by which the more immediate 
interference in the controul and manage- 
ment of-'the companies is vested in'tlie’ 
hands of the ‘European officers by whom 
they are commanded and paid > the 
routine duties of the pay and 1 oideriy 1 
hawuldars of companies, hate necessarily 
absorbed in a material degree the constant- 
intercourse between the companies and’ 
the officers commanding them, of which 1 
the Subadars and the Native Adjutant 
were formerly the’hnk of' communication 
with the officer commanding the battalion : 
s 2 
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1795. and hence, perhaps, lias arisen a 'degree of 
apathy and indifference on the part of the 
Native 'officers, especially those who have 
attained' their highest 1 '' rank,' • which 'may ' 
more or less pervade the whole 5 machine; 
by the baneful infiuenccof example; ' - 1 
•' But'it is time io ' proceed irith' the nar- 
rative of the further ’ services of* corps; 
from the formation ’of twelve regiments in 
1796, down to the present' period!' 7 fy* 
1795-7, ,5 Soon after- the regiments -were formed; 

. 'as ' described -in the preceding ‘narrative, 
government resolved 'on -sending' l a force 
towards Hydrabad, when' the '4th’ and ^Oth 
regiments; augmented ‘ by drafts' to ! 1800 
privates each/ were* ordered for that dutyi 
■under ’the 1 "command - of "Major-General 
Erskine, and the 'detachment' comrrienced 
its 'march from Mednapore early in 2797.' 
On that occasion, a regular supply of camp 
equipage was for the first time granted .to 



the Native troops of Bengal ; a measure 1795-7. 
for which we may conclude they were 
primarily indebted to tlie humane dispo- 
sition of General Sir Robert Abereromby, 
who was the Commander in Chief at the 
time : and thenceforward camp equipage, 
consisting of light portable sort of tents, 
was allotted to the whole of the Native 
arm) , — that is, for the use of the troops 
when encamped and marching. No ( c\- 
pense ,is incurred by government for 
their accommodation, in any other situa- 
tion whatsoever. 

■ •The pa) of, the Native troops has not 
undergone any alteration for, a long course 
°f years. The , private , Sepoy receives 
seven rupees per month in all stationary 
situations, and eight rupees and a half 
when marching, or in the field ; exclusive 
of half a rupee ,per month, allotted to the 
off-rcchoning fund, for which they receive 
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1796-7. oiwhcoatp and '’nothing' more, - "an dually. 
From • that’ 'allowance; ’ with which, gene- 

• rally speaking, they are veiy well satisfied, 
-they not. ’only' » pro vi de th'ems el ves with 
sever y thing they ’ require for ‘food and rai- 
ment in all situations,'liut' they also erett 
cantonment^for themselves' in* all station- 
ary situations, .'at their ’own expense ; and 
moreover,' there are but few'amongst them 
who' ’do not '-make considerable savings 
from their : pay an the course of- the year, 
which' they carry or remit to their families, 
for their general 7maintenance and comfort: 
Indeed; such is the' beneficence of -their 
character in this respect, that when they 
proceed on foreign service, >an extensive 
official '-arrangement' us adopted! ’on' 'the 
part ‘of ^government/' for 'remitting ; 'to* the 
families and - 'connections of' the '’Native 

• soldiery, 1 a handsome portion of thcir'pay 
f during their absence. \ in* 
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It is further due to. their exemplary 1796-7. 
character and conduct to istate, that it 
is not to their wives and children only 
that they make such appropriation of a 
large. part' of their income; in regard to 
them it can only be viewed as conforming 
to an indispensable obligation. But a 
large portion of the. men who have no 
such ties, voluntarily and cheerfully con- 
tribute, lh .the manner described, to the 
support of their aged parents, or other 
more needy relations. Nay, government 
has been obliged to interpose its authority 
for restricting the 1 portion of pay which 
the men might .assign to their families 
whilst on foreign service, in order to ob- 
viate the want and inconveniences to 
wlncli they were otherwise liable to ex- 
pose themselves in those situations. ■ 

Whilst actually on board ship, and in 
that situation only, their provisions are 
s 4 
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i79C-7 r supplied at the. expense of government, a 
measure, irhich iras, adopted ,in the first 
instance as an encouragement and reward 
£o , them* for volunteering .on such service, 
and which .it .has been found equitable 
and expedient to continue to. them, as a 
sort of bounty and compensation for the 
great privations and i inconveniences to 
which, as contrasted with their usual -ha- 
bits of diet, cleanliness, and comfort, they 
are unavoidably exposed while, on board 
ship. . ' T . • * ,.!#•* 

3707- In the month of March this year, Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Alured Clarke f suc- 
cceded to the office~of Commander in 
Chief. . , t / v , j - s ( ' * 
Early in this year, an i invasion of the 
Upper ^-Provinces was. threatened by the 
forces of Zemaun Shah, ..King , of CabooV 
All the troops that could’be collected ron 
that.frontier took the field under Major- 



26S 


General 'Charles Morgan, and . all the '1797. 
'Native corps were in consequence tfug- 
raentdd > to a., war-establishment - by. the 
addition of ten privates per, company. 
Zemaun Shall, however, .did not advance 
farther .than Lahore ; and when he re- 
passed the Indus, i the troops returned to 
Cantonments." , ; . . 

■ In the month of November, two regi- 
ments of Native infantry were added to 
the establishment,- and. .were numbered 
the 13tli and 14th regiments. . The 13th 
was raised in the province of Benares, • 
and the 14th in the province of Baliar. 

° In this year the 4th regiment returned i;y8. 
from the Northern Circars to Bengal. 

The 10th Tegiment proceeded to Hydra- 
bad, from whence, in 1799, it marched to 
Seringapatnam, . and participated in the 
short and brilliant campaign which put 



266 


1VD3. an end' to the sovereignty of tlie race of 
Hydcr Ally. * ' ; ' ,j 

The regiment then returned to Hydra- 
bad, and in the year 1800 marched across 
the continent by the 'route of ’ Berar, 
Bopal, &c. to Cawnpoore, where it arrived 
after an Absence from' 1 the f Bengab'pro- 
vinces of three -and a half years. The 
approbation and ' thanks 1 of ’government 
were- expressed in General Orders for the 
exemplary 'conduct of) this distinguished 
regiment during its absence on foreign 
service, and honorary medals were granted 
to all ‘the Native commissioned, non-com- 
missioned officers, and private Sepoys" of 
the- two battalions composing the ‘ 10th 
regiment.^ • x ' f ‘ 

Towards the close of 1798, government 
called ilpon all the Native corps of the 
army fora body o'f volunteers to the ex- 
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tent of 3000 rank and file, for the pur- 1790- 
pose of proceeding on service to ‘the 
coast of Coromandel by sea. 

The' usual inducements of,, promotion 
to be made from the volunteers, for the 
complement <of commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers required for the 
corps into which they were to bo formed, 
together with ..the 'bounty of onei month's 
pay each, were,’ according! to former pre- 
cedent, held forth' on the present occa- 
sion. . \ „ ,• \ 

The requisite number of volunteers were 
speedily assembled: at the Presidency, 
where , they were formed into three bat- 
talions of ten companies each, and -each 
company of ninety privates, ten non-com- 
missioned, and two Native commissioned 
officers. Captains 'Malcolm, Tetley, and 
Burrell, were appointed to command the 
three volunteer battalions, which em- 
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179 Q barked in December, and proceeded to 
Madras under the command of Major-' 
General Popham i t ~ , 

, They joined the armyyhich was m the 
field preparing to invade Mysore under 
General Harris, and with their comrades 
of the 10th regiment shared in the capture 
of Sermgapatnam Those coips were 
afterwards employed under Colonel Wel- 
lesley, the present illustrious Duke of 
Wellington, on the northern frontier of 
Mysore in subjugating refractory chiefs 
who remained in arms after the fall t of 
Tippoo and hi* capital 

The Volunteer Battalions marched back 
by the route of the Northern Circars, and 
reached Bengal August, 1S00, where 
they were honoured with the expression 
m General Orders of the u cordial appro- 
“ bation of government for the distm- 
u guished services rendered to the British 
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“ empire in India by the European and 
“ Native (officers and privates; of those 
“ gaiiant and meritorious corps during 
“ the late arduous crisis of public affairs.” 

, Honorary medals were likewise con- • 
ferred on all tlie. Native commissioned,' 
uon-comniissioned; officers, and privates 
of tbc three Volunteer ‘Battalions, wlio 
were then incorporated as the foundation 
of two new regiments on . the establish- 
ment, as will be hereafter noticed, in, tlie 
order of time;, on which occasion the 
Commander in Chief,. Sir , Alured Clarke, 
was pleased. to direct, .that in order to 
perpetuate the ■ glory acquired by the 
Volunteers, each .battalion t of, tlie: new, 
regiments i(the 18th and 19 th) should bear 
in .the _ upper canton of their regimental 
colour,' an embroidered radiant star, en- 
rinriicfi w'n'n -t'ne words Benga\ \ o’ran- 
tecrs.”_ 


17DB. 
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1703 Towards tbc close of the year 179$ 
another regiment was ordered to be raised 
in the province of Bahar, and to be num- 
bered the Tiftefcnth , a 'corps, Which, as 
•will be seen in the sequel, soon redeemed 
the blot which former misfortunes of the 
semcb'had cast over that number, and 
fully justified the measure of consigning 
the Stigma to oblivion by authorizing its 
readmission m the numerical arrangement 
of the army* 

In December, 1798, two more regi- 
ments were added to the establishment, 1 
and numbered the 16th and 17th Jl The 
battalions for those regiments' , were raised 
at Juanpoor, Burragong, Gya, and Dana- 
poore "When the ISth, 14th, and 15th re- 
giments were raided, ISO old Sepoys were 
drafted as a foundation for each battalion 
of the new regiments, and those men were * 
equally divided between the ten compa- 
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Dies,- and supplied all vacancies for item- .1793. 
commissioned officers until tlic whole 
were promoted. ,, 1 - • ' • 

-.This salutary measure appears .to have 
been omitted in the present, and all sub- 
sequent-instances of corps being added to 
the establishment. Such a- foundation, 
however, , was doubtless, ,very , desirable, 
not only for training the, levies, but also 
for .supplying , vacancies of non-commis- 
sioned officers, prospectively , until , the. 
corps should.be at sufficient maturity to 
justify promotion in, those classes, from 
the menienteitaincd on - the formation , of 
the regiments. , , |t u t ; , 

Tire complement of Native commis- 
sioned ,and non-commissioned officers was 
always . supplied iby, drafts from all the 
Native corps of the army by promotion in 
every rank. ’ , . 

. Two non-commissioned officers (and 
fifteen privates were this year added to 
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1798* each of the) ten companies 'of the Rani- 
gurh battalion. * » t » * 

isoo. In May, 1800, the three battalions' of 
Volunteers* returned from service in My- 
sore, and were formed into the 18th and 
19th regiments on the regular establish- 
ment of the army, and to complete those 
new * formed icgi meats, men from » the 
corps disbanded by the Newaub Vizier, 
were authonzed to be entertained. The 
men of the ?9th regiment still wear a fea- 
ther in their caps (tuibans) as a badge of 
their honourable origin as volunteers. The 
18th declined the option of doing so like- 
wise. 

Toward the close of this year, the 
Governor-General, Marquis Wellesley, 
ordered a division of the Indian army to 
embark for Egypt under General Sir 
David Baird, for the purpose of co-opc- 
rating with the army from Bn tain in the 
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attack of the French forces on the banks isoo 
of the Nile. 

A battalion of Bengal Sepoy volunteers ' 
constituted a part of that force, and 
sailed from Bengal in December, 1800, 
under the command of Major (now Major- 
General) E. S. Broughton. 

All the ships in which the battalion 
embarked did not, owing to stress of wea- 
ther, teach the port of Cosseir in the Bed 
Sea, where the troops from India disem- 
barked. But a portion of the corps par- 
ticipated in the honour of passing the 
Desert under Sir David Baird, and join- 
• ing the British army on the shores of the 
Mediterranean. 

In the month of March, 1801, Lieute- ieoi, 
nant-General Gerard Lake succeeded to 
the office of Commander in Chief in 
India. 

Another Volunteer Battalion of Se- 
T 



nsoil tpoys ' embarked * this. .year ' under 1 Captain 
McLean, and 'proceeded to Bombay, in- 
tended probably to co-operate'with -the 
-troops in ’Egypt, had the war -> been ; pro- 
iracted in that Icoun try] r. »L ■ - i f b mn>{ 

- i./The’ >lst and; 2d battalions ’of the; 6th 
regiment were employed under. the ’com- 
mand of Colonel Madeyrin the i hilly and 
jungly district of Gumsoor,'Jin the vicinity 
of Ganjam,* -underh the '(government uof 
Madras.- On that service the troops were 
engaged in very harassing warfare, 1 and 
.suffered .great sickness, ''in 1 subduing’ a 
spirit of- .revolt which' had broken oiit in 
.'that quarter;- > a t * '< t? .f l • v' : i 
Hitherto no regular systcmr;had -i be'cn 
adopted with thc:-Native' troops Jfor the 
• duties. of [ light infantry,' marksmen,' 'lor 
sharp, shooters; ). .Both the flank compa- 
nies in every Native battalion have always 
been grenadiers: but the -warfare in'Eu- 
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Tope, more especially since the French 1801. 
devolution, having proved the great uti- 
lity of light infantry troops on all occa- 
sions of service, Major-General the Ho- 
nourable Frederick St. John being one of 
His Majesty’s general oft: cars on the staff 
in Bengal, and consequently in command 
of one of the principal divisions of the 
army under that Presidency, introduced 
the measure -with all the corps under his 
command of causing ten men to be se- 
lected .from each company, who were 
trained >as light infantry and marksmen, 
and were denominated sharp-shooters. 

Tliose men still continued on the strength 
of their respective companies, but con- 
stituted an eleventh company, as it were, 
wlicnc'ver called out to act separately as 
light infantry or marksmen, leaving the 
battalion formation of ten companies for 
field practice, or service, undisturbed. 

T 2 
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1801 . On a march they were always thrown out 
by signal as flankers. , i 
This excellent improvement ^ras highly 
approved by the Commander in Chief, 
Geneial Lake, who, on a plan being 
presented to him for forming a rifle corps 
of Native troops, observed, with reference 
to the above arrangement, that he thought 
it a more eligible plan, and meant to 
adopt it for the whole army and which 
was soon afterwards ordered accordingly. 

About the middle of this year the Com- 
mander in Chief proceeded on a tour of 
inspection, and fixed his head-quarters at 
the field station of Cawnpoore. * 

The Marine Battalion, which was 
formed in 1795 for the , duties of the 
islands, was this year formed into a regi- 
ment on the same establishment as the 
regiments of the line, and was denomi- 
nated the 20th, or Marine Regiment. 
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About the middle' of this year the two 
Volunteer Battalions returned from Egypt 
and Bombay; when a trimming reduc- 
tion took place in the strength of the 
Native corps — from 90 privates per 
company they were reduced to 70 ; thus 
occasioning the discharge of 400 men 
from each regiment, or an aggregate of 
nearly 8000 from the service. The number 
of non-commissioned officers in each 
company was likewise reduced from ten 
to eight. 1 1 

The volunteers from Egypt were per- 
mitted to make choice of the corps they 
wished to join ; the Hindoos were de- 
clared exempt from the duties levied on 
the performance of their religious cere- 
monies at Gy ah, and honorary medals were 
conferred on all the Native officers, non- 
commissioned, and privates, who had vo- 
lunteered on that occasion. * 
t 3 
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1802. In the course of this year the Com- 
mander in Chief directed that the hawul- 
dars.of the Native corps should be armed 
with pikes instead of muskets*. They were 
likewise ordered to wear pantaloons^ and 
sashes, - and in all respects to conform 
to the situation of seijeants in European 
corps, instead of being included, as here- 
tofore; amongst the rank and file. 

1603. Early' in, this year a large force was 
called into the field in consequence of 
some of the chiefs of districts in the upper 
part of the Dooanb, recently ceded by 
the jNcwaub Vizier, having refused, to 
conform , to 'the regulations and authority 
af the Honourable Company’s administra- 
tion.' _ „ 

The fort'ofjSaussnie was first attacked, 
and an attempt to carry it by storm having 
failed, the Commander in Chief, who was 
then at Kiuouje' superintending the disci- 
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phne of the corps of cavalry, which had 180 a 
been drawn together for that purpose, 
repaired in person to conduct the opera- 
tions of the troops in the field The 
strong forts of Sausstne, Bidgygurli, and 
Cutchoura, were speedily subdued, and 
the authority of government established 
over those new possessions The 1st Bat- 
talion 2d, 1st Battalion 8th, the 1st and 
2d of the 12th, and 2d of the lotli, were 
employed on that sen ice, and acquitted 
themselves highly to the Commander in 
Chief’s satisfaction 

About the middle of the year 1803, a 
general Maharatta war took place, in the 
course of wlucli most of tile Native corps 
of the army had an opportunity of parti- 
cipating, in a more extensile degree than 
had before offered to the Bengal army 
All the corps were augmented to a war 
establishment of 10 non-commissioncd 
t 4 
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ieos officers and go privates per company. In 
the month of July the 21st regiment was 
ordeied to be raised, one battalion at 
I'uttehgurh, and the other at Gawnpoore. 
And in November two more regiments 
were added to the establishment The 
22 d was ordered to be raised at rntteh- 
gurh, and the 23d at Caunpoore. 

In the month of August the Commander 
in Chief took the field by adv ancing from 
Cawnpoore towards the Maliaratta fron- 
tier in the Dooaub. 

Sehundra was the place of rendezious 
of corps, where the army was brigaded, 
and formed in order of battle 

The corps winch first took the field with 
the Commander in Chief were as follows * 
1st and 2d Battalions . 2d Regt. 

1st and 2d do. . . 4th do 
2d Battalion . . . 12th do. 

1st do . ... 14th do. 
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1st and 2d Battalions . 15th Rcgt. 

4 companies, 2d Bn. . 17th do. 

, On the 29th of August the army entered 
the Maharatta territory, and after being 
slightly opposed by a large body of horse, 
encamped npar the city of Coel. 

In the month of September five compa- 
nies of the 1st Battalion 11th regiment, 
which were stationed in the cantonments 
at Shekoabad, were attacked by a large 
body of the enemy’s horse, under a French 
officer, which had retired from Coel on 
the approach of the British army; this 
small body of infantry, with one gun, de- 
fended themselves with such effect during 
a whole day, as to induce the enemy to 
withdraw from the attack. But having 
.returned the next day in greater force, the 
infantry retired into the town of Sheko- 
abad, and ultimately the commanding 
officer was obliged to sign a convention 
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1803 for the troops under his command not to 
serve during the war On those terras 
they were permitted to march away with 
their arms, gun, and private property, 
and the detachment was accordingly or- 
dered to a situation in the interior during 
the remainder of the war with Scendiah 
On the 4th of September the forti ess of 
Allygurli was carried by assault The 1st 
battalion of the 4tli, and the four compa- 
nies of the 17th were the Native troops 
engaged in that arduous enterprize 

The army advancing towards Dehly was 
met on the left bank of the Jumna, and 
m sight of the imperial city, on the 11th 
of September, by the enemy s brigades of 
mfantrj, some ca\alry, and a very nume- 
rous and well equipped train of artillery 
The particulars of that important day, on 
which upwards of 70 pieces of excellent 
ordnance were captured, need not be re- 
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peated in this place: suffice it to say, that 1803. 
the corps of Native infantry, which were 
engaged on the memorable occasion, were 
the 2d of the 4th, 2d of the 12th, 2d of the 
15th, 1st of the 15th, 2d of the 2d, 1st of the 
14th, and dst of tlig>2d legiments, and ho- 
norary standards were conferred on each 
of those corps, as well as on the 2d of the 
17th, of which four companies were also , 
in the action ; “ in testimony *of the pe- 
** culiar honour acquired by the army on 
“ that occasion.” The 1st of the 4th 
likewise received an honorary standard 
for its good conduct in the assault of 
Allygurh, and an extra jemadar was 
authorized for carrying the honorary 
. standard of each of those corps. 

After passing the Jumna, and halting 
some days at Dehly, the army moved 
towards Agra, having been intermediately 
joined by the 1st Battalion of the 12th, 
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1S03 the 2d of the 8th, 2d of the 9th, and six 
companies of the 2d Battalion l6th Native 
infantry. 

On the 10th of October, the sis com- 
panies of the 16th, the 1st of the 12th, 
and 2d of the 9th were employed to seize 
the city of .Agra, whilst the 1st of the 
14th, and 1st and 2d Battalions of the 
15th were ordered to attach the enemy’s 
infantry and guns among the rauneS 
under the guns of the fortress 

Those services were successfully per- 
formed, and all the officers and troops 
employed were honoured with the ex- 
pression of the Commander in Chiefs ap- 
probation and thanks m General Orders 
The siege was then commenced with t 
vigour, and on the 18th of October, the 
important lortrcss of Agra, denominated 
the Key of Ilmdostan, surrendered b) 
capitulation to the British amis , and the 
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loth Regiment had the honour of planting 
its colours on the royal bastion of the city 
of Ackbar. 

After a few days’ repose, during which 
a distribution of the prize money cap- 
tured in Agra, amounting to 24 lacks of 
rupees, was made to the troops, the army 
advanced into the province of Mewatt, 
in pursuit of a large division of the enemy’s 
army, consisting of battalions which had 
arrived from the Dubinin, and had been 
joined , by others from different points of 
the enemy’s possessions in Hindostan, 
with seventy-four pieces of ordnance, well 
appointed, and a small body of cavalry'. 

After a few long marches, for which the 
season of the .year was very far ourablc, 
the British cavalry came up with the 
enemy at day -bleak, on the 1st of Novem- 
ber, 1803, near the village of Lassvv arrie, 
after a march of forty miles, in the pre- 
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isos, ceding twenty-four, hours, and the Com- 
mander in Chief resolved to make an 
attack with the cavalry and horse artillery, 
with the view of detaining the enemy 
from prosecuting their march through 
a pass in the Mcwatt Hills,- until the in- 
fantry should come up. This latter object 
was attained ; though the enemy was so 
strong, and their artillery so well served, 
that the cavalry suffered severely, and 
were drawn off by the Commander in 
Chief until the infantry and guns should 
come up. • 

They reached the scene of action about 
• noon, and having marched twenty-five 
miles, were allowed a short interval to 
bathe and refresh themselves. 

In the mean time, the enemy had form- 
ed upon the v illngc of Mohaulpoorc, in 
which their baggage, stores, nnd bazars 
were concentrated, covered by their infan- 
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try and.guns, presenting an extensive frqnt 
to the eastward, with their left thrown 
hack. around the northern face of the vil- 
lage, which was situated on a commanding 
eminence,' i with a small mud fort in the 
centre, as usual in that part of- the 
country. 

The Infantry was formed in the follow- 
ing order: > < 

inThc right wing of the army, in open 
column of half companies, under the com- 
mand of Major-General Ware. 

His Majesty’s 76th, at the' head of the 
column.'. ■ 

1 The advanced piquets of the army, con- 
sisting of a company from each corps. ’ 
The six companies of the 2d Battalion, 
. -16th Regiment. 

The 2d 'Battalion of the 12th. 

' -The 2d Battalion of the 15th. ' . 

The 1st Battalion of the 15th. • ■ 


t80S. 
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1803. ' The left wing of the army in the same 
order, under the command of Major- 
.Gcneral the Honourable , Frederick St. 
John, consisting of-— , » 

, The 2d Battalion of the 8th ; » 

. The 2d Battalion of the 9th ; - , 

And 1st Battalion of the 12th. 

The troops then advanced along the 
front of the enemy's line, for the purpose 
of making an attack on their right flank, 
which was well protected by artillery, and 
where their small body of cavalry was also 
posted. 

The column having been exposed; to 
a very heavy and destructive fire from the 
enemy's well served artillery during its 
advance, the Commander in Chief, as 
soon as the head of the column leached 
the intended point, ordered the leading 
corps to attack and close with the enemy 
in succession as they came up, rather than 
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await the ' operation of a mb're combined isos, 
movement, especially ns the progress of 
the column bad been much interrupted 
and delayed by the broken ground, and 
by a coips of cavalry, (bis Majesty’s 29th 
Light Dragoons,) which having been or- 
dered to the head of the column, fell in 
between the two leading corps, for the 
purpose of passing from the left to the 
right flank of the column of infantry ; the 
• ground not admitting of their gaining the 
head of the column by its left flank, along 
which they had previously moved. 

■ The contest at that point was very se- 
\ ere, and for a short time doubtful ; but 
a gallant charge made by his Majesty’s 
29th Dragoons, vigorously followed up 
by his Majesty’s 76th and the Native In- 
fantry corps at the head of the column, 
supported 113 the Battalions of the 15 th, 
decided the tide of battle, and the enemy' 
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1603. gave' way ; ftill, however, i continuing ' to 
do execution with their artillery j at diffe- 
Hrent 'points ' of their position, ••until they 
j were completely broken, and • obliged i to 
retire,' which they. did > ‘in- a very: -sullen 
manner,’ after' throwing ) themselves into 
a ■ solid • mass ; 'leaving the whole . of their 
.’.guns,’ stores, bazars,' &c.- in the hands of 
-the victors.: ‘’i ’ . ; -<• *m •' :in» 

"During the contest sin forcing the ene- 
my’s' right, the veteran General Ware Had 
his head carried off by a cannon-ball, and 
was succeeded in the 1 command- of .the 
' wing, at that crisis, 1 by Colonel, 1 * now 
- Lieutenant-General Sir John Macdonald, 
K. C. B. and the heroic Commander in 
j Chief, v General Lake, 'having been at the 
head of. the 'column 'the whole- time, .had 
two horses shot 1 under him.’ .• >. > * I* 

* From . the * plan: of attack adopted • on 
this occasion, it.neccssarilyjfolloivcd itlmt 
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the corps -which were more immediately isos, 
engaged, and suffered most in the battle 
of Lasswarrie, were those whose situation 
in the column of march brought them first 
in contact with .tliat point of the enemy’s 
position against which the attack was di- 
rected ; and in the Commander in Chiefs 
order of thanks on the occasion, the six 
companies of the 16th, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel, now Major-General SirH. White, 

K. C. B. and the 2d Battalion of the 12th, 

1 under Major, now Colonel R. Gregory, 

C. B. -were the corps of Native Infantry 
specially noticed, for their timely and gal- 
lant adi ance to the support of his Ma- 
jesty’s 76th. i , , 

The enemy having been * defeated as 
1 above stated, 1 by the column composed of 
the corps of the right wing of the army, 
before those of the left wing arrived at the 
point of attack, the latter had no further 
o 2 
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isos. participation in the action than what re- 
sulted from their sustaining some loss from 
the enemy's cannonade, during the march 
of the column. 

Our loss in this battle was very consi- 
derable ; but it was decisive, and closed 
the campaign in that part of India, by 
the defeat, capture, and dispersion of all 
the corps and field equipments in the ser- 
vice of Dowlut Rao Scendiah in IJin- 
dostnu. 

Soon after the firing had ceased, many 
men of the enemy’s corps, relying on the 
humanity of the English officers, and the 
sympathy of their countrymen, a great por- 
tion of the troops in the two armies liming 
been natires'of the same provinces, sought 
refuge from the cavalry pursuit by gather- 
ing about the Native Battalion left on the 
field of battle to collect the wounded men 
and the captured ordnance, and throwing 
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down their arms, they were screened with 
the mantle of generosity, from the becom- 
ing feeling, “ that an enemy subdued is an 
enemy no more.” ! 

Such was the insufficiency of our hospi- 
tal equipments, compared with the num- 
ber of the troops wounded in the battle 
of Lasswatrie, that the men Of the Nativfe 
corps were called upon, and cheerfully 
undertook the office of^ carrying their 
wounded biethren, during the return- 
march of the army, until they could be 
lodged in the hospitals within our own 
frontier. 

"Whilst this rapid and brilliant course of 
events was proceeding, under the personal 
guidance of the Commander in Chief, 
other corps were in the field on various 
points of the frontier. i s i 

1 Lieutenant-Colonel P. Powell entered 
the province of Bundelkund with the 1st 
u 3 
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isos. Battalion, lSth ; 1st Battalion,' 18th; and 
other details. 1 

The 2d' Battalion, 7th, 1 and a detach- 
ment of the 20th, or Marine Regiment^ 
were employed in concert with troops from 
Madras, in seizing the province of Cut- 
tack; and the Ramgurh Battalion was 
actively employed on the frontier toward 
Naugpoore. ' 

'A force ‘under Lieutenant-Colonel 
George Ball/consisting of the 1st Batta- 
lion 8th Native Infantry, with two bat- 
talions formed from the corps which had 
lately been in the service of Scendiah 
under European officers, and some aux- 
iliary horse and foot, was employed in 
subduing the forts of Namoul, Kanoon, 
Ac. and establishing the authority of Go- 
vernment m the districts on the Dehly 
feouth- west iron tier, which formed 'part of 
the Maharatta assumed possessions in 
Hmdostan. 
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i Lieutenant-Colonel "W. Burn, with the 1803 
2d Battalion 14tli, and some auxiliary 
troops, was employed in gaining possession 
of the country at the head of the Dooaub, 
and dislodging a predatory force from 
Ivaraaul and the adjacent districts. 

All those officers and troops were dis- 
tinguished by a spirit of professional exer- • 
tion and successful enterprizc, which called 
forth the particularapprobation and thanks 
of the Commander in Chief, and of the 
Government. 

In the month of December, a force 
under, the (.command of Lieutenant-Co- 
• lonel, now, Major-General Sir' Henry 
White, ,K. C. B. was detached from the 
main, army to attack the fortress of 
Gwallior. 

The six companies of the 2d Battalion 
16th, the 2d Battalion of the 9tli, and the 
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1803 1st of the 14th, proceeded on that service, 
and w ere joined b> the 2d Battalion 11th, 
and 1st and 2d Battalions of the 18th, 
from the division of the army in Bun- 
dclkund, which had been progressively 
augmented with several^ regular bat- 
talions, and a large force of irregulars 
fprmcd from corps which had been re- 
cently in the sen ice of the enemy in that 
province ' 

The siege of Gwallior was vigorously 
pressed, and the garrison soon surrendered 
by capitulation i 

The end of this year, two battalions of 
Volunteer Sepoys were formed at the Pre- * 
sidencj, and embarked for Ceylon, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hun- 
ter and Major George Dick, for the 
purpose of aiding his Majesty's Govern- 
ment in that colony, in the war m which 
it was engaged with the King of Candy 
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. Although the forces and power of isos. 
Scendiah, in Hindostan, were finally dis- 
posed of by the battle of Lasswarrie, on 
the 1st of November, the army still 
continued in the field, under the Comman- 
der in Chief, and at the close of 1803, 
moved to the pass of Biana, where it re- 
mained encamped six or seven weeks, 
watching the motions of Jesswunt Raow 
Ilolkar, who was threatening an irruption 
into the Company’s territories- 
The beginning of this year, the main mot. 
army under the Commander in Chief, 
moved into the Jeypoore country, for the 
• purpose of protecting that state, and to 
intercept the forces of Holkar, in the event 
of their penetrating in that direction. 

The fort of Rampoorah, which belonged 
to Holkar, was carried by assault in a gal- 
lant manner, by a detachment from . the 
main army under the command of Lieu- 
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1S04 tenant-CoIonel Don, m which the 2d Bat-' 
talion 8th, and 2d Battalion 21st, were 
engaged, and were afterwards left to gar- 
rison that place » * o 

** The army remained in the sandy legions 
of Jej poore until the near approach of the 
rainy season, when the Commander in 
Chief withdrew the corps into canton- 
ments, within the frontier of the Honour- 
able Company’s possessions, leaving three 
excellent battalions, 1 viz the 2d of the 2d, 
and the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 12th 
Natir e Infantry, with a handsome equip- 
ment of artillery under the command of 
Colonel Monson, to watch the motions of 
Holhar, in concert with the *Je> poore 
Go\ ernment » 1 ^ J i 

About the middle of this year, a disaster 
befel the division of the army in BundeJ- 
hund, where half a company of European 
■artillery, and three companies of Sepojs 
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of the 18th Regiment, which had been iso*, 
detached from the main force, were 
surprized by a party of horse under the 
orders of Mecr Khan, an active partizan 
of Holkar’s, and were all either killed or 
taken prisoners ; and some pieces of ord- 
nance, with which they weie endeavouring 
to reduce a fort, were also carried off by 
the enemy. After which, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Martindell was appointed to com- 
mand that division of the army, -with which 
the following battalions were engaged in 
a variety of arduous service, and had to 
contend with very severe sickness during 
the course of that and the following year : 
the 1st Battalion 1st Regiment, the* 2d 
of the 6th, the 2d 11th, 1st of the 13th, 

1st and 2d Battalions 18tli, and perhaps 
other corps, which may have escaped 
recollection. . * 

In the course of the year, a still more 
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jso4 serious disaster befel our amts, by the 
retreat of Colonel Monson*s detachment. 

Colonel Monson, after increasing the 
force under his immediate command, as 
above specified, by the junction of the 
2d Battalion Oth, and 2d of the 21st, from 
Bam poo rah, (leaving some details from 
those corps for the duty of the fort,) ad- 
vanced with his detachment into Main a, 
to a position fifty miles to the southivnrd 
of the Mokundra pass. 

The fort of Ilinglmi/gurh, belonging to 
Jlolknr, was attacked and carried by as- 
sault in a gallant manner by the 2d Hat* 
tnlmn 2d, under Major Sinclair; but 
shortly afterwards in the beginning of 
July, Ilolknr advanced with a powerful 
force of horse, infantry, and artilhrv, and 
the detachment was ordered bv Colonel 
Monson lo commence its retreat toward' 
the Cotnjnnv* territories 
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The periodical rains had set in with isoi 
great violence, and the detachment was 
soon obliged to abandon all their guns, 
which, of course, fell into the ihands of 
the enemy. > i . 

The sufferings of the troops, from the 
want of provisions, exposure to the rains, 
and the pressure of the enemy harassing 
their anarch, were extremely trying and 
severe. Suffice it to say, they continued 
to retreat under accumulating distress and 
disaster. On reaching Rampoorali, they 
were joined by the 2d Battalion 9th, and 
1st Battalion 14tli, which had been or- 
dered to push forward from Agra to their 
support. , Colonel Monson, however, did 
not deem his force sufficient to beep the 
field against the enemy; nor could any 
adequate supply of provisions be ob- 
tained ■ vt wan therefore resell ed to nro- 
sccute the march until they should reach 
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1804. the fortress of < Agra, the 'nearest point of 
refuge on the frontier. The retreat was 
accordingly resumed, leaving the 2d Bat- 
talion of the 8th, and four companies of 
the 2d of the 21st, to garrison Rampoo- 
rah, under the command of Captain Hut- 
chinson of the Artillety. ’ 

The .2d Battalion 2d, the 1st and 2d 
Battalions of the 12th, the six companies 
of the 2d of the 21st, and the 2d Battalion 
9th, and 1st of the 14th, with two howit- 
zers, now constituted the retreating corps : 
surrounded by large bodies of the enemy's 
horse, they generally moved in an oblong 
* square, sustaining and repelling the fre- 
quent charges made by the enemy’s horse 
with a degree of resolution and firmness 
which could not be surpassed by any 
troops, in any climate. 1 

On the plains of Hindown, the country 
being particularly favourable for the ope- 
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rations of cavalry, , the- enemy's horse, isoi. 
amounting to '20,000 or upwards, formed 
together, after clearing an extensive wood 
and ravines, and immediately separated 
into three bodies, for the purpose of mak- 
ing a. general attack upon the retreating 
corps, before they had resumed the forma- 
tioniof the square, which was scarcely ac- 
complished, ^when the enemy charged on 
'all sides with the greatest impetuosity ; but 

- the cool intrepidity of the troops preserved 
theirjhonour and , their lives. Not a mus- 
ket was .fired until the encroy ; was within 
a few paces, when many of them fell close 

- to the tanks, and a few individuals finished 
their career within the square. When the 
-smoke and dust- cleared away,, the men 

cheered > their officers on the result of this 
determined effort on the part of the enemy, 
and -hoped they would repeat their at- 
tempt.! Butthough a fine plain presented 
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J804. itself during the whole of that day's march, 
the enemy shewed no stomach for such 
another reception, until the evening, with 
the aid of large bodies of freebooters from 
the hills, when they made another trial of 
their fury, but with no better success 
than before. 

At the passage of the Bunass river, 
prior to the occurrence above stated, the 
2d Battalion of the 2d, with the piquets 
of the line under the gallant Major Sin- 
clair, and Colonel Motrson, who was also 
present, were nearly annihilated, having 
been attacked by the enemy after the rest 
of the detachment had crossed the river. 
They repeatedly charged and captured 
several of the guns which the enemy 
brought against them, but at length, over- 
whelmed by numbers, they were obliged 
to yield to their fate, and sealed their ser- 
vice to the state with their lives ; but very 
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few, either officers or men, having escaped. 1804 . 
The loss of the detachment at large, in 
hilled, wounded, and missing, during the 
retreat, was very considerable. The re- 
mains of those gallant corps reached Agra 
the end of August, in a very" shattered 
condition. The retreat of that detach- 
ment, in regard to the event itself, was 
necessarily viewed and felt at the time as 
a public misfortune. But on no occasion, 
perhaps, did troops ever deserve greater 
honour and reward. Their determined 
Valour, steady discipline, and their perfect 
obedience to authority under the pressure 
of the most aggravated difficulties and 
distress, during a retreat for a continued 
period of eight weeks, through a hostile 
and barren country, surrounded and inces- 
santly assailed by a victorious and cruel 
enemy, may, with truth, be affirmed to 
have established a claim to the' most 


x 
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1S04 exalted reputation, winch will redound to 
the honour of the Bengal army to the 
latest period of its existence Tor further 
particulars of that retreat, see Appendix 
If. 

It remains to be added, that the ene- 
my left no means or offers untried, through 
the medium of intrigue, to induce the 
troops to swerve from their allegiance and 
fidelity, during the pressure of the retreat, 
and the promises of reward and advance- 
ment were accompanied by threats of the 
most dreadful vengeance upon all who, 
not availing themselves of those offers, 
should afterwards fall into the enemy's 
hands , a threat which was very fully 
executed m various instances afterwards *' 


* It was confidently reported at tlae time, that a *ur 
geoa, and some European artillery men, ^\ho fell into the 
enemy’s hands, ti ere murdered under Holkar’s personal 
inspection Intoxicated with victory and cherry brand), 
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Under sucli circumstances, the’ bribes 1804. 
held forth made some impression, but in 
a very limited degree, and that chiefly, 
it was understood, in the two battalions 
which went from Agra to the support of 
the coips which originally composed the 
detachment, and from which some deser- 
tions in consequence took place. On the 
return of the corps to Agra, some of the 
Native officers were tried for having en- 
couraged or connived at the intrigues of 
the enemy. Some of them were pro- 
nounced guilty, and were sentenced to 
suffer death, but they were pardoned by 
the Commander in Chief. 

r ( 

he caused those unfortunate men to be brought before 
him, and after making them an offer of service, which 
thej declined, he ordered their heads to be smashed to 
atflWA nodik iSms. ■wae.'lSw dsuano> Vwft. yaa*, 

and most of the Sepoys who fell into Ins hands were muti- 
lated by die loss of their nose or right hand 


x 2 
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i80i Ofhccrsand troops having been obliged 
to abandon, or throw away their baggage, 
m the course of the retreat, the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors were pleased, 
on the representation of the Commander in 
Chief and the government of Bengal, to 
grant two months pay and bntta to the 
Native troops, as a compensation for their 
losses on the occasion The European 
officers were likewise allowed compensa- 
tion according to the rules of Ills Majes- 
ty s sen ice m that respect, and a further 
grant of three months full batta to each, 
in consideration of their sufferings and 
meritorious conduct 

Tollowing up lus tide of flood, Ilolk a r 
did not draw* - bridle till he reached the 
banks of the Jumna, where, as he was 
said to have observed at the time, he had 
long wished to regale himself, in the sa 
cred bowers of Muttra and Bmdrabund 
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The Commander in Chief, however, ieo4. 
soon made him get into his saddle again. 

Corps were assembled at Agra with the 
best practicable expedition, whither his 
Excellency repaired by rapid marches 
from Cawnpoore. In the meantime IIol- 
kar had detached his infantry and a very 
extensive park of artillery to besiege 
Dehlv, then occupied by the 2d battalion 
of the 4th, 2d of the 14th, and four com- 
panies of the 2d of the 17lh Native in- 
fantry, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. Burn, at which time Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ochtcrlony was the Resident 
at the imperial court on the part of the 
Company’s Government, having been 
• placed in that situation by the Com- 
mander in Chief, after the battle of 
Dekly. 

As soon as a force was in readiness to 
more from Agra, of which the following 
x 3 
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1804. Native infantry corps formed a part^ viz. 
the 1st and 2d battalions of tlie 12th, and 
the 2d of the 21st, composing the' re- 
serve; the 1st battalion of the 4th, '1st of 
the 8th, 1st and 2d of the 15th, 1st of 
the 21st, and 2d of the 22d, the Com- 
mander in Chief moved towards the 
enemy, and after having in vain endea- 
voured to bring Holkar and his cavalry to 
action in the licinity of Muttra, his Ex- 
cellency prosecuted his march towards 
Deldy for the purpose of raising the siege 
of that place. Holkar with his cavalry 
swarmed around the British army during 

the whole of the march from Muttra to 

* 

Dchly, molesting its progress, and destroy- 
ing its supplies by every means which a* 
.great superiority in cavalry force and 
their desultory mode of warfare enabled 
them to practise with vexatious audacity. 

On the near approach of the Britisii 
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army to Dehly, tlie enemy raised the tsoi 
siege, and retired with their infantry and 
guns through Menatt, till they took up a 
position near the fortress of Deeg, belong- 
ing to the Raja of Burtpoor, who, encou- 
raged by Holkar’s success, entered into 
alliance with him against the English go- 
vernment. 

The defence of Dehly reflected great 
credit on Lieutenant-Colonel Burn, who 
commanded the troops ; on Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony, the Resident ; and on 
all the officers and troops, whose conduct 
was distinguished by the most animated 
real and laborious exertions in tlie defence 
of tlie imperial city, and the descendants 
of the house of Timoor ; for which they 
received the most cordial approbation 
and thanks of the Commander in Chief, 
and the Government. 

Holkar with his cavalry pushed across 
x 4 
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1804. the Jumna to carry fire and sword into 
the Company's possessions. The Com- 
mander in Chief divided his army, pro- 
ceeding in person with the greater part of 
the cavalry force, and the infantry reserve 
above-mentioned, inclusive of the flank 
companies of His Majesty's 22d Foot, in 
pursuit of Holkar down the Dooaub ; and 
after the / extraordinary march of 252 miles , 
in thirteen successive days, hating in the 
last two days marched upwards of 54 miles 
within 30 hours, they surprized Ilolkar's 
cavalry under the walls of the city of F ur- 
ruckabad. 

, The 2d of the 14th, and 1st of the 21st, 
having been previously detached into tlic 
Dooaub under Colonel Burn, were obliged 
.to throw them seh cs into the fort of Sham- 
lie, in which they ncrc blockaded by 
Ilolkar's cavalry until the Commander in 
Chiefs approach made them decatnp. 
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The remainder of tlie army, under Ma- iso*. 
jor-Gencral Fraser, countermarched from 
Dchly down the right bank of the Jumna, 
in pursuit of the enemy’s infantry and 
guns ; and on the 13tli of November was 
fought the battle of Deeg, in which the 
1st Battalion of the 2d, 1st of the 4th, 1st 
of the 8th, the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 
loth, and the 2d of the 22d, were engaged, 
and were highly distinguished by their 
steady discipline and effective valour. 

This was perhaps one of the hardest 
fought battles during the war, and our 
loss was proportionably great. Between 
80 and 90 pieces of ordnance were cap- 
tured, inclusive of most of those which 
fell into the hands of the enemy during 
the retreat of Colonel Monson’s detach- 
ment; and likewise some of the batteung 
■ guns, which were given to the Maliaratta 
confederates, by Earl Cornwallis at Set 
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• 1804 . ririgapatnam, after the . peace, concluded 
there in 1792. • ' ,* • ■ • . 

On the arrival of the Commander in 
Chief, and -the' force, with which he lmd 
been pursuing Holkar in the Dooaub, the 
siege of Deeg was cpmmenced, in .which 
the corps engaged- in the previous battle 
were employed, as well as those constitu- 
ting the reserve, viz. 1st and 2d Battalions 
of the 12th, and 2d of the 21st, which had 
accompanied the cavalry in pursuit of 
Holkar. 

The town of Deeg, which was strongly 
fortified, and a commanding out-work, 
were carried by storm, and the citadel was 
then evacuated by the enemy. 

In September, 1804, orders were issued 
by Government for the addition of four 
more regiments of. infantry, which were 
numbered the 24th, 25th, 26th, and 
27th. ... , , 
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The 24th and 2Gtli were raised at Cawn- 1804. 
poore ; the 25 th and 27th at Futtehgurh : 
and to expedite the formation of the new 
corps, for which the exigencies of the 
time were very pressing, the provincial 
corps, which had been raised for the in- 
ternal duties of the ceded and conquered 
provinces, were ordered to furnish large 
quotas of drafts, and officers were ordered 
to raise additional levies at Allahabad, 
Lucnow, Purtauhgurh, and Sooltapoor. 

For a particular anecdote of the 25th, (2d 
Battalion,) see Appendix II. 

After the fall of Deeg, the end of Dc- isos, 
comber, 1804, the army moved to the 
siege of Burtpoor, leaving the 1st of the 
4th to garrison Dceg. 

The attack of Burtpoor continued du- 
ring the months of January and February, 
aud in the several assaults made on that 
place, the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 
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1605. 12th, 1st and 2d Battalions of the 15th, 
1st of the 2d, 1st of the 8th, and 2d of the 
22d, highly distinguished themselves by 
their spirited exertions and steady disci- 
pline ; and although their endeavours 
were not ultimately crowned with the 
success »to winch they so well entitled 
themselves; it is but a tribute of impartial 
justice, unqucstionablj’ due to those corps, 
in common with the rest of the troops 
employed on that arduous service, to de- 
clare, that their character acquired ad- 
ditional lustre and renown from the per- 
severing gallantry and zealous devotion 
which they eminently displayed under 
circumstances of unusual discouragement, 
and the repetition of numerous and af- 
flicting casualties. 

It is justly due to the 2d Battalion of 
the 12th rcgimcift to insert in this place 
the following quotation from the General 
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Orders by the Commander 'in Chief, 1805. 
after the failure of one of the attempts 
made to carry that place by storm. 

M Notwithstanding the distinguished 
“ and persevering gallantry displayed by 
“ the troops in the* assault of yesterday, 
u and that the colours of the 2d battalion 
“ 12th regiment, were three times planted 
“ on the top of the bastion, the obstacles 
“ were such as not to be surmounted.” 

On that occasion, when a retreat was 
ordered, it was with great difficulty the 
men could be pre\ ailed upon to withdraw; 
they yielded at length to the reiterated 
orders of their officers, after having 
repeatedly exclaimed, “ We must take 
“ the place, or die here.” Too fully 
A\as their determination \erified, for in 
'Several of the coips employed, more than 
half their number were either killed or 
wounded. 
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1605. Irom Burtpoor the army moved across 
the Chumbull to watch the motions of 
S cendiahs forces m that quarter, but no 
particular ser\ ice occurred, and the troops 
returned to canton for the rain} season 
within the frontier ofthe Company’s pos- 
sessions, leaung a force of two or three 
battalions, under Lieut -Colonel Borne, 
in the prounce of Goliud, where some 
hostilities took place, the particulars of 
which, as to the troops more immediately 
engaged, cannot now be recollected with 
sufficient accuracy to specify further par- 
ticulars in this place 

Towards the close of the year, the Com- 
mander in Chief again moved m pursuit 
of Holkar, Mho, having rallied a force 
during the rainy season, penetrated by 
the Dehl} frontier, and passed the Sut- 
ludje, into the Punjaub Thither he was 
speedil} followed by Lord Lake, and 
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after a very pleasant march, and the en- 
J03 ment of a fine renovating climate, the 
British army of India was encamped at 
Christmas, 1805, on the banks of the 
Hypliasis, where Alexander formerly 
terminated his march towards India ; 
and where a treaty of peace hating 
been concluded with Holkar under the 
dictates of political, not military neces- 
sity, the operations of the war finally 
terminated, and the troops returned to 
the dominions of the Honourable Com- 
pany. A short time previous to the 
commencement of the Maharalta war, 
a small corps, consisting of thicc compa- 
nies of pioneers, was raised, for the first 
v time, under the Presidency of Bengal. 
They proved of the most essential service 
during the war, and were highly distin- 
guished for their gallantry and prowess 


1805. 
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1805. on many trying occasions, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant S win ton. 

As far as memory now serves, the pro- 
minent services of the Native infantry 
corps duiing the Maharatta war lia\c 
been enumerated. Various other services 
of distinguished enterprise and profes- 
sional gallantry were doubtless performed 
during that eventful period, but which 
could not be adverted to without entering 
into a minutiae of detail foreign lo the 
object of this brief Narrative, which is 
intended only to record the characteristic 
features of the Native troops, and the pro- 
minent services of the Sepoy battalions .on 
the establishment of Bengal. Nothing has 
been intentionally omitted which conics 
within the scope of the object above stated. 
The records oi the Bengal go\ eminent af- 
ford ample testimony of the professional 
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character, collects cly and individually leoi. 
maintained by the Native troops of Ben- 
gal, during successive periods of time, and 
especially throughout the war of 1803-1-5, 
in the course of which there occurred a 
more general field for exertion and enter- 
prize, than had before fallen to the lot of 
the Bengal army. See Lord Lake’s Fare- 
well Orders, Appendix I. 

It can hardly be necessary to add to 
the foregoing observation, that it is by no 
means intended to insinuate that all the 
important actions which have been briefly 
referred to in the course of this Narrative 
were achieved by those corps only which 
have been particularly noticed ; but that 
such is the history and relative circum- 
stances of service of the different battalions 
of Sepoys, in continuation of the first part 
of this little tract, in which the rise and 
progress of corps lias been so accurately 

Y 
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iso5 described Neither, on the other hand, 
does this sketch profess to rendei an ac- 
count of all the services performed by 
the Native troops of the Honourable 
Company’s Bengal army — any such at- 
tempt would require volumes to do them 
justice , for in those extensive dominions, 
from the banks of the Sutludge m the 
noith to the Chdka Lake in the south, 
never a year passes but some corps, de- 
tachment, or minor details of troops are 
employed on field service, imolving as 
much exposure to the casualties of war- 
fare, and affording full as great a scope 
for the early display of the spirit of pro- 
fessional enterpnze and exertion, as oc- 
curs in any other militaiy service what- 
soever In the Vizier's dominions our 
troops are more oi less employed every 
) ear on service which must nccessnnlj be 
very painful to their feelings, m enforcing 
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the exorbitant demands of tlic Vizier’s col- 16oJ 
lectors of the revenue, and subduing forts 
and fastnesses, often of great strength 
and difficulty, to which the subordinate 
renters are frequently driven in despair to 
resist the faithless exactions of the renters 
of districts and provinces ; and thus, as if 
no bounds were to be set to the tests of 
their fidelity and obedience, are the Na- 
tive troops often required to exorcise mi- 
litary hostility against their own families, 
relations, and friends ; for the proceedings 
above stated are carried on in the very 
provinces fiom which two thirds or more 
of the Native officers and men composing • 
the Native infantry corps aie recruited. • 

The termination of foreign war brought isoo 
with it, in the early 7 paTt of this year, the 
usual mortifications of reduction, retrench- 
ment, anci reform, "hue companies of 
Native Infantry throughout the army were 
v 2 
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ts 06. reduced to 80 privates each ; and all the 
Local, or Provincial Battalions, which had 
been raised for the internal duties of the 
ceded and conquered provinces, inclusive 
of that at Benares, were ordered to be 
disbanded, and the Native commissioned 
officers of them were thrown as supernu- 
meraries upon the regular corps of the 
army. This, however, was a burthen 
which the operation of time would soon 
remove. But a much more offensive bur- 
then was thrown upon the Regulars, by 
assigning to them the performance of the 
various irksome, disgusting, and harass- 
ing duties under the ci\il authorities 
of districts, for which Local Corps, 
or details, on an inferior footing of 
pay, &c. had hitherto been employed 
throughout the pro\inces under the 
Bengal Presidency. But wc must pro- 
ceed, in ft'** ntvler of time, fn »tm«' [o a 
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conclusion the History of the Native ieoQ 
Corps. 

In the beginning of tins year several «07. 
strong forts were reduced in Koonch and 
Bundelkund by a detachment under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Han- 
kins. The fort of Chameer was carried 
by assault at noon -day, on which occasion . 
the 2d Battalion of the 1st, and 1st Bat- 
talion of the 16th, were distinguished. 

In the month of February the army had 
to lament the departure for Europe of 
their gallant Commander in Chief, Lord 
Lake, under whose personal command in 
the field they had established a proud 
and lasting reputation for professional 
gallantry and personal attachment and 
devotion to the service of the Company 
Bahadoor. An interregnum ensued, du- 
ring winch the office of Commander 
Chief was administered by three different 
Tf 3 



S2G 


1807 . 


General Officers, when towards the end of 
the 3 car, Lieutenant-General George 
Jlcvrclt arrived and entered on the com- 
mand in \irtuc of Ins appointment from 
Europe 

In the course of tins year, a large force 
aas again in the field, under the command 
of Major-General Dickens, to subdue the 
tort of Komona, &c. in the Dooaub, in 
consequence of the renter h r whom they 
were possessed basing placed himself in 
n slate of resistance to tltr cisil authorities 
of the Honourable Company ** goirni- 


mrnt. 
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braver), and our loss in officers and men iso*, 
were very considerable, both in the Euro- 
pean and Native corps winch were en- 
gaged The Pioneer Corps was likewise 
there, and distinguished themselves, offi- 
cers and men, as usual , and, as usual, 
sustained numerous casualties 
The small body of pioneers was this ibos 
year organized, as far as regards the Na- 
tive part, into a regular corps of eight 
companies, of 90 men and two European 
Serjeants each, besides a detail of miners 
attached, and was thenceforward denomi- 
nated the Corps of Pioneers or Sappers 
But the European officers, in the propor- 
tion of two to each company, are only 
borrowed from the regiments of the line, 
as in the instance of the Ramgurh, and 
other Local Corps It was notified in 
General Ordeis, that under the formation 
now adopted, the Pioneer Corps w as to 
y. 4 
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isos! be considered as raised to' the ’sain e ho- 
nourable- level, -as the other corps of the 
Cbmpariy’a regular army,' and that' it was 
to be' governed by the same rules and 1 re- 
gulations in all respects, as are established 
for the corps of Native Infantry. f '' '' " 

" In the course of this year,' the Bengal 
government resolved to take military oc- 
cupation of the island of Macao in China j 
and a battalion of Volunteer 'Sepoys was 
called for as a part of the force to proceed 
oh that service/’ ' ' •* ; ir 

The requisite details were soon far* 
nished accordingly by r the corps which 
were in the vicinity ' of the Presidency, 
where they were’ formed into a battalion; 
and' embarked' under the' command of 
Major F. R.’MuIldr/ ** 4 ’ •" 

‘ Th ey landed' a P Macaoi and remained 
there some months under circumstances 
pf ‘restraint and ' mortification very trying 
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to. their feelings, but to which, in obe- 1608 . 
dience to the example and injunctions of 
their officers, they submitted with their 
characteristic deportment of forbearance 
and. decorum; and on their return, in 
1809, the special appiobation and thanks 
of government were expressed in General 
Orders for their exemplary conduct on 
that expedition. 

Owing to vauous causes of delay, the 
honorary, colours granted to corps engaged 
at the battle of Dehly in 3803 were not 
formally presented until this \ ear. 

On the 1st of November, the 15th regi- 
ment, being then at the Presidency, bad 
the honour of receiving the honorary 
standard for each battalion from the hands 
of Lord Minto, the Governor Genera], 

Tor his Lordship’s speech pn the occasion, 

See Appendix K, 

In the course of this year, a regular 
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establishment of light infantry was intro- 
duced into the Native corps of the Ben^ 
gal army. The two flank companies were 
continued, grenadiers, as before, and the 
1st Battalion company was ordered to 
constitute a light infantry company in 
every battalion throughout the service. 

' Tliat measure was followed by the light 
companies of the army being called out, 
and formed into separate battalions of 
light infantry, for the purpose of being 
trained in the light infantry evolutions and 
practice; after which, the several com- 
panies were, early in 1809, ordered to re- 
join their respective corps, with the ex- 
ception, for a while, of the 4th Light 
Infantry Battalion, under Major B. H« 
Kelly, which was employed on active scr- t 
vice in Bundelhund. 

The Commander in Chief was on a tour 
of inspection, and superintending military 
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preparations on the north-west frontier, ibod 
with reference to the probability of French 
invasion, in alliance with the Court of 
.Persia. 

Some of the Sikh chiefs had likewise 
shewn indications of hostility , and a large 
force was accordingly assembled in Sir- 
hind, which ended in a post being estab- 
lished at Loodhiana, on the left bank of 
the river Sutludgc, wUcic.lhrec battalions 
of Ffatitc inlantiy, with a regiment of 
cavalry and artillery details, cantoned, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ochterlony. 

A large force was Jlkcwifc still on ser- 
vice in Bundelkund, under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Martmdcll; and 
early in this year, the strong lull-fort of 
Adjiegurh was captured, after a smart 
affair on the heights of Ruggowly, in which 
the 4th Light Infantry Battalion, and the 
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]8og 1st Battalion of the 18tb, were prominent!) 
engaged 

About the middle of this year, a bril- 
liant exploit was achieved by a force under 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Ball, in sub- 
* duing a turbulent and hardy race in the 
province of Humana, whose boast it was, 
that they had never submitted to the re- 
gular controul of the authorities which 
had presided o\ er that country. The pro- 
unce of Humana came under the Ho- 
nourable Company's Go\ eminent, conse- 
quent to the Maliarattn war of 1803 and 
1804 the inhabitants continued their 
lawless habits, and recently had the auda- 
city to plunder the baggage of a detach- 
ment of the Company's troops, which 
passed near their principal strong-hold of 
Bhauannic 

The 1st Battalion of the <Kh, the 2d of 
the 18th, the 1st of the 22d, and 2d of 
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the 23d, wire the battalions of Native lBog 
infantry employed on that service. The 
difficulty of the undertaking was much 
enhanced by the scarcity of water, which 
is rarely to be found any where in thnt 
part of the country but within the walled 
towns. It was therefore in the rainy sea- 
son only, that the sen ice could be at- 
tempted with any prospect of success. 

The detachment having encamped near 
the fortified tow n of Bhaw annic, and made 
an offer of terms of submission to the in- 
habitants, which they refused to accept, 
the place was attacked and carried by 
- assault m a very gallant manner, on the 
following day, by which such a salutary 
impression was made on the minds of the 
rude tribes inhabiting those .distant terri- 
tories, that a proper respect for the autho- 
’ nty of Government lias since been duly 
observed by them. 
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1809 In this year, the companies of the Ma- 
rino Regiment were augmented to sixteen 
non-commissioned officers, and one hun- 
dred and thirty privates each, so as to 
render each battalion adequate to furnish 
the details required for the duties of Pe- 
jiang, Malacca, and Sumatra, and thus 
enable the t>vo battalions of that regiment 
to effect a complete relief of each other 
alternately, on the Island duties , a mea- 
sure i which the previous strength of the 
corps rendered impracticable, 
jsio The middle of this year, two battalions 
of Volunteei Sepoys were required to pro- 
ceed on an expedition against the Isle of 
France 

The 1st and 2d Battalions of the 8th, 
the 2d of the 12th, the 1st of the 15th, 2d 
of the 19th, and 1st and 2d Battalions of 
the 25th, hating been the corps nearest to 
the Presidency at the time, speedily fur. 
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mshed the complement of volunteers re- 
quired;' and two battalions of the estab- 
lished strength were formed, under the 
command of Major Burton, and Captain 
Burnley. 

* They embarked at a very' unfavourable 
season of the year, and had a boisterous, 
tardy Voyage ; they armed just in time, 
however, to participate in the capture of 
that colony, to the no small annoyance of 
the French troops and colonists, who ob- 
served, that to be subdued by British 
troops was one thing ; but to have the 
black fellows of India sent against them, 
w was an indignity which no subject of his 
Majesty the Emperor and King could 
endure with any patience. > T ' 

1 ‘.After the capture of the island, the Vo- 
lunteer Battalions remained some monthfe 
to assist in keeping Monsieur in good 
order; and the general good conduct of 
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the troops whilst on that service, redound- 
ed greatly to the honour of both officers 
and men, as may be seen by the General 
Orders by the Commander of the Forces 
at the Mauritius, on the occasion of their 
departure , from the island.' For copy of 
which, see Appendix L. • 

At the close of the year, five more bat- 
talions of Volunteer Sepoys were called 
for, to constitute part of the force to be 
employed on an expedition for the con- 
quest of the Island of Java, which -had 
fallen under the dominion of France. On 
that occasion all the Native infantry corps 
of .the army were allowed, to furnish a^ 
quota of Volunteers, with exception to the 
Marine Regiment, and those battalions 
which had recently sent forth handsome 
details against the Isle of France. 

The. two Battalions on that service hav- 
ing been denominated the 1st and 2d 
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Battalions of Bengal Volunteers, those i8io. 
now proceeding against the Island of 
Java were formed into five battalions, 
and numbered in continuation the 3d, 

4th, '5th, 6th, and the 7th, or Light 
Infantry Battalion of Bengal Volunteers, 
which were assembled and embodied -at 
the Presidency with the most commenda- 
ble alacrity ; whence they embarked in 
the spring of 1811, under the general com- 
mand of Colonel George AVood. The 
following officers were appointed -to the 
command of the battalions : Lieutenant- 
Colonel M'Gratli ; Major Dewar ; Major 
Ilaban; Major P. Grant; and Captain 
Dalton. 

The volunteers for Java, after enduring’ isn. 
a long and irksome detention on ship- 
board, at length landed at Batavia early 
in Jrogust, 1SY1 ; and it appears ficm the 
concurrent accounts of their conduct on 
z 
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igi |. that arduous service, on "Inch the -d 
Battalion 20th, or Murine Regiment, was 
1, hen isc employed, that they nobly main- 
tained and enhanced the rcputntion of the 
Bengal Infantry, — “ Uaving by tbeir stca- 
“ dmess and gallantry m action, and by 
<• tbeir discipline and good conduct in all 
“ situations, cicited general admiration 
“ and esteem.” 

Instances or their individual bravery 
and prowess, when opposed to European 
troops', were likewise mentioned in the 
accounts from the Island Tor notice of 
which, see Appendiv. M 

Thus, in the year 1811, the Bengal 
army had the honour of having sent forth 
seven battalions (or 7,000 men) of Volun- 
teer Sepoys, on service beyond sea, to 
co-operate in wresting from the power of 
Trance the possessions held by that go- 
vernment to the eastward of the Cape of 
Good Hope 



Sucli a draft, however, could not be isiti 
spared without great incomcnience and 
pressure of duty on the several corps of 
the army. Levies for supplying the place 
of the Volunteers were accordingly ordered 
to be raised with all practicable expedi- 
tion. By the end of the year, the two 
battalions returned from the Isle of France, 
and the men rejoined the corps to which 
thty before belonged.* 

* One of tlic battalions (the Sd) appears to have re- 
turned from Java to Bengal in 1815, when it received thd 
thanks of Government m the most handsome terms, for 
their beneficial services and good conduct The other 
battalions having been thus long detained, (far beyond the 
period contemplated when they embarked, - ) they will pro- 
bably temam until the restoration of the colonv to the 
Government of Holland, and thus will tho«e troops have 
established additional claims to admiration and applause, 
by having cheerfully continued to serve for a protracted 
period of more than five years, in a distant, foreign coun- 
try, where they necessarily endured many pm ations, and 
suffered much sickness and mortality Since the capture 
Vfefc. wkvaijVneybaftt Sraj trcn&y on service 

in Java, and adjacent islands, particulars of which, it is to 
be hoped, w ill be recorded hereafter 
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ifti i ] In the coiir^c of this year, Gcnfcral 
Ilcwclt returned to Europe, and Was suc- 
ceeded 1 in the ofiicc of Commander m 
Chief by Lieutenant-General i Sir George 
Nugent 

1012 Early this year, the important fortress 
of Kalhnjur, the capital of the province 
of Bundclkund, was attacked, and surren- 
dered to a force under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Martmdcll, after an 
attempt to cariy it by storm had been* 
repelled by th£ garrison f 

The following Native Infantry corps 
were employed on that sen ice — [ 

The 2d Battalion, 2d Begiment, 

2d of the 5th ditto, 

1st of the 7th ditto, f 

1st of the 11th ditto, »b - 

t 2d of the 11th ditto. 

And 2d of the 16th ditto * 

The Ramgurh Battalion'was augmented 
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to twelve companies, anil ,tlic strength of I8ie 
companies increased 'to one hundred rank 
and file each. For a remarkable instance 
of intrepidity, on the, part of a Sepoy of 
that corps, see Appendix N. , t 

A further detail of one thousand Volun- 
teer Sepoys embarked for Java, to fill up 
-vacancies in the five Volunteer Battalions 
serving in that island.,, ,,, 

,j. In the month of October, General ,thc isis 
•.Earl of, ’Moira succeeded to the united 
office of Governor, General and Comman- 
der in Chief, i >, lt , 

This year closed with a brilliant little 
affair, by a detachment employed in Bug- 
gailkund,, under Lieutenant-Colonel J. IV. 
Adams. . The fort of Entourie was stormed 
and carried, after a most desperate resis- 
tance on the part of the garrison. The 
Chief, who had been guilty of acts of wan- 
ton aggression towards a detachment of 
z 3 
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1613 the Company's troops, when he found that 
resistance was no longer of any avail, 
thiew himself into a house filled with com- 
bustibles, and thus burnt himself to death 
Details from the 2d Battalion 2d, 1st 
Battalion 5th, 1st of the <)th, 2d of the 
10th, and 1st of the 11th Regiments, were 
engaged m this affair.' Tor which see 
London Gazette, in the year 1814 * 

1814 In the course of the year 1814, the 
Bengal Government having been forced* 
into war with the state Of Nepaul, by 
a series of aggressions on the part of the 

* The following particulars ore from an officer who wai 
present The garrison consisted of about one hundred 
and fifty men they fought in the breach for an hour and 
a quarter like tigers When the place was nearly carried, 
the enemy set fire to it in several places, making the whole 
a sheet of fire, — the} stdl kept fighting in the (lames, till 
the Chief blew himself up This was a hard day s work , 
we were under arms marching, breaching, and storming, 
upwards of twenty hours Not many of the garrison es- 
caped, a few of the wounded survived, and shewed ua the 
remains of their Chief 
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officers and troops of that predatory 
Government, thre.e regiments of Nati\c 
Infantry were added to the establishment, 
and .numbered ,the 28th, 29th, and 30th, 
making a total of thirty regiments of 
Native Infantry, of two* battalions each, 
which, on an average, yields the addition 
of one regiment per annum since the or~ 
ganization of the army into twelve regi- 
ments, by the regulations of 179b. 

* The corps of Native Infantry, through- 
out the service, were augmented to ninety 
privates per company. Grenadier and 
light infantry battalions were formed ; and 
several local corps were raised for the 
internal duties of the provinces. 

A large portion of the army was en- 
gaged on very arduous service during the 
Nepaul war ; but sufficient information 
and particulars have not yet ,come .to 
hand, to admit of their being detailed in 
z 4 


1814 



344 


1814. this place. It is, however, to be hoped, 
that the conduct and services of the corps 
engaged in .that war will be hereafter re- 
corded, in continuation of this feeble 
attempt to preserve the history, and ap- 
preciate the character and merits, of the 
troops composing the East India Com- 
pany’s Native Infantry army, on the estab- 
lishment of Bengal. ' 

In that hope, the present sketch is now 
closed by subjoining the following brief, 
but impressive testimony,, addressed in 
a letter jfrom Bengal to this country, by 
an impartial observer during the Nepaul 
war in 1815. ' 4 t 

“ We cannot sufficiently admire the 
“ Bengal Sepoys; such gallantry, submis- 
“ si6n, temperanefc, and fidelity, were per- 
“ haps never combined in any soldiers/’ - 
•The writer of this brief contiriuation, 
or Supplement, cannot take leave of the 
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subject without many pangs of regret, 
heightened by the apprehension, that it 
may never again be his good fortune to 
serve with troops, who are endeared to 
him by a companionship of service, and 
professional .exertion in various situations, 
during a period of more than thirty years ; 
to whom he is proud to offer the tribute 
of his, grateful attachment and' affection *, 
and of whom he can conscientiously' ’de- 
clare his conviction, (adopting the words of 
Mr. Hastings, quoted in the Appendix,) 
“ under the mostsolemn appeal of religion," 
that with treatment of themost simple and 
practicable tenor, the characteristic qua- 
lities of gratitude, attachment, fidelity, 
cheerful obedience, and respectful deport- 
ment of the Native soldiery of Bengal, 
must ever reflect lustre on their moral 
and military -virtues, arid may be justly 
held forth as a theme of emulation and 
praise to all mankind. 


1814. 
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Comrades of my early youtli, and of the 
best portion of life, which has been che- 
rished and rewarded through the medium 
of youi meritorious conduct, 

r IREWELE * 


Note — The custom which prevailed in former times, 
of calling corps by the name of the officer who raised, or 
who commanded them for a senes of years, has been gra 
dually falling into disuse, with regard to all corps raised 
since the establishment was condensed into twelve regi 
ments, in 1 795 .dll the battalions of those old corps still 
retain their original appellation but the practice could no 
longer be observed with the same degree of propriety or 
effect, with regard to corps raised since t! at period, wl ich, 
under the fluctuating circumstances of the service in regard 
to commanding officers of corps, compared with the diffe 
rent state of things in former times, are generally described 
by the Natives as the Right (1st) or Left (2d) Battalion 
of regiments respectively, which are expressed by their 
numerical arrangement 
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A List of the Officers of the Bengal Army, 
tn the Year 1760 

Cattains. 

Jc(hn Gem in lOHenry Oswald 

Thomas Tenwick Hugh M*Kjc 

James Spear Thomas Robertson 

Christian Usher Lauchlan M'Lean 

SMartin York Giles Stibbert 

Ranfur Lee Knox 15llcnry Spelman 

Peter Carstairs Martin White 

Charles Earnest Joecher James Tabby 

Alexander Champion 18Patnck Moran 

Cattain-Lieutenant. 
lJohn Broadbum. 

Lieutenants. 

William Turner lOAnthony Casteel 

George Wilson John Price 

Ambrose Perry James Treadwell 

Henry Sommers / John Trevaiuon 

Sllugh Grant Sir William Hope 

John Nolhchens 15Lewvs Brown 

Christian Hasenchver John M‘ Do wall 

John Mathews William Elleraon 

X'rancis Cozens John Dow me 
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George Alston 
COJolm Bourne 
Vt illiam Smith 
Primrose Gailliez 


George Morrison 
Gilbert Ironside 
James Morgan 
26John While 


Ensign* 

Anthony Poller Samuel Hampton 

Richard Parry 10M3urice Roach 

John Mam c Benjamin Wilding 

Thomas renwich James Jones 

5\\ illiam Glenn Richard Holland 

Archibald Swinton John Walkms 

Waller Furlong I5John MacLIeron r 

George Hay 

Total Officers— 60 

At present there are upwards of ]GOO officers on the 
military establishment of Bengal 

Note —It appears by a memorandum with Caplain 
Williams's manuscripts, that in the year I 756, immediately 
preceding the capture of Calcutta by the Newaub Suraja 
Dowlah, the officers and troops m the service of the East 
India Company, in Bengal, consisted as follows — 

In the gamson of old Fort William, 


Infantry- - - inclusive of officers 

Arblleiy - - - - 45 J 


190 

Of that number 60 only were Europeans, the rest were 
native Portugueze, dressed as Europeans, and called 
Topasses 

About 200 of the latter description were detached at 
the subordinate factories of Cossunbuzar, Dacca, Lucky 
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poore ami Ballaso'e, but they could not read* Port 
A\ illiam before it war invested * 

The troops in the Tort wen commanded by Captain 
M inchin, commandant. Captains Clavton, Buchanan, 
Grant, and \V uhcnngton commanding the artillery Cap* 
tarns Mtnetun and Grant accompanied Governor Drake 
to the ships, some days before the Tort surrendered, the 
former was d»mi»«ed, but the latter returned to the ser- 
vice, and served under Chso at Plasscv, Cflptami 
Clayton, lluchanan and \\ ithermgton dud in the black- 
hole 

The lieutenants and ensigns were as follows — -Lieu- 
tenants Bishop, Hays, Blagg, Sunsom and Bellamy , 
Ensigns Piccard, Scott, Hastings, Vcddcrbum and 
Walcott All of whom, except Mr \S alcott, perished m 
the black-hole, and Mr \V died shortly after Ensigns 
Carstairs and Muir wero detached at the out factories, 
and thus escaped the miseries of the black hole 


APPENDIX B. 

Proof eding from Calpec, the detachment lost, on 
the second day’s march, one of its most valuable officers. 
Captain James Crawford, commanding the 4th battalion, 
who died from a stroke of the sun Connected with that 
unfortunate event, the following relation of facts will 
doubtless be read with unfeigned sympathy and admira- 
tion 

Captain Crawford had acquired the character of an 
excellent Sepoy officer, and the battalion which lie com- 
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raanded was considered one of the finest corps iri tkd 
Service 

The appellation of Crawford, by which the 4th batta- 
lion was called by the men of the corps, and the natives 
in genera!, was on exception to the practice that generally 
prevailed in former times, of calling corps by the name of 
the officer by whom they were formed, or that of the place 
at wlucli they were raised * Captain Craw ford was con- 
sidered by the men as a ngid and perhaps severe discipli- 
narian, jet that excellent officer so happily blended, with 
the strictest principles of military discipline and arrange- 
ment, the practice of the most inflexible integrity and 
impartial justice, in the general exercise of the influence 
nnd powers of authority, combined with considerate and 
manly indulgence, in regard to the religious habits, the 
customs and prejudices of the men under his command, 
that of Captain Crawford it may with truth be affirmed, 
he had the good fortune to verify what ought to be the 
emulation and object of every mihtaiy man, with regard 
to those under his command, the enviable distinction of 
commanding their Jives through the medium of their 
affections 

It is a fact no less creditable to Captain Crawford's 
memory, than it is honourable to the character of the men 
whom he commanded, that during the halt of the detach- 
ment at the encampment where he was buried, (winch 

• The 4th battalion had been raised and commanded by other 
officers previous to Capta a Crawford, but the professional pride 
and ambition which be felt on succeed ng to the coinmai d of the 
corps, made him anxious to have it called after his own name which 
"he accomplished, not without some trouble in the Got instance, but 
which hts subsequent conduct scaled and con&tmed for creel 
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continued for several days, owing to the severity of the 
weather and waiting the arrival of stores, &c. from Cavvn- 
poore,) all the individuals of the corps. Native officers and 
Uien, went from time to time to render their tribute of 
grateful attachment and affection, by making their obei- 
sance, after tbe manner of their country, at the grave of 
their lamented commander. And on the day the dctach- 
tnent moved forward from that encampment, the grateful 
and sorrowing Crawford, or 4th battalion, after it had been 
told off preparatory' to the march, requested leave to pile 
their arms, and to be permitted, collectively, to go and 
express their last benedictory farewell over the remains of 
their respected commander, protector and friend. 

What soldier can read this w ithoiit being inspired with 
a resolution to emulate the example, and aspire to the 
honour which dislmguishc’d the character and exalted the 
memory of Captain Crawford* or emphatically to ex- 
claim, in the language of Scripture, ** May my last end 
be like bis.” 


APPENDIX C. 

General Order issued by the Commander-in - 
Chief. 


Tort H'tlUam, 25th Feb 17S5. 

Minute nx Warrfn Hastings, Esq Governor- 
General, dated 1st Ted. 1765. 

Tiie Governor-general, having been precluded, by the 
distance of the last station of the detachment lately re- 
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turned from sendee in (he west of India, from making hii 
acknowledgments in person for their exemplary services, 
and being now on the eve of departing for Europe, re- 
quests the Commander-in-chief to publish to the officers, 
his countrymen, and to the native officers and Sepoys of 
the different corps which comprised that detachment, his 
thanks for the distinguished honour which their gallant 
and persevering spirit and splendid successes have re- 
ilccted on the government overxvhich he presided, and 
on himself in particular, for the share which he had in their 
original appointment; for having under that appointment 
restored the lustre of the British arms; for having success- 
fully attempted and achieved a long and perilous march 
through hostile and unknown regions, from the banks of 
the Ganges to the western coast of India, and proved by 
their example that there are no difficulties which the true 
spirit of military enterprize, under British conduct, is not 
capable of surmounting. 

The Governor-general desires also to avail himself of the 
same mode to take his final leave of the army in general, 
to whom he shall deem himself bound in honour to afford, 
wherever and whenever required, his testimony of their 
collective and separate merits, for all have occasionally 
entitled themselves to his thanks; and to declare, as he 
most conscientiously does, even under the most solemn 
appeal'bf religion, that the British arms have, in no part 
of the world, better sustained their genuine character* 
than those of the establishment of Bengal. 

(Signed) Warren Hastings. 
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General Orders by the Government of Bengal, 
dated Port JHlham, t)\e 522 d of January, 1785. 
The Governor-general and Council direct. That their 
thanks be expressed in General Orders to CoJonel Pearse 
and the European officers, and the Native officers and 
privates composing the detachment lately relumed frotn 
the Carnatic, for their gallant behaviour and useful ser-* 
vices in the defence of the Company's tcmtoncs in the 
Carnatic during the course of a long and unequal war, 
and as a lasting mark of their approbation, they bestow on 
each of the Sepoy regiments a pair of honorary standards j 
on each of the subadars a gold medal, nnd on each of the 
jemadars a silver one, with such a dcv/ce, motto and 
inscription as shall be judged applicable to the occasion, 
and medals of the same sort to the officers of die Gholtin- 
dauz company , also similar badges, of inferior value, to 
such of the men, warrant-officers and pnvntes as have 
served with the detachment from the commencement of 
the expedition until its return into the provinces 

The Governor-general and Council further direct, That 
in acknowledgment to the services of the two great 
detachments which have served in the Carnatic and the 
west of India, an additional pay of two roupees per 
month be granted to each non-commissioned officer and 
private of the European corps,* and one roupee pey 

* The Honourable Company’* 1st reg ment of European infantry 
of the Bengal establishment, as well as Furopean artillery details, 
were detached to aid the presidency of Fort St George in the war 
with llyder Ally T1 cy were eminently d stinguished for their 
valour and efficiency 0 tougbout that arduous war, of the former, 
their veteran commander m-clnef, Sir Eyre Coate, observed, Oit 
A A 
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month to each non-warrant officer and Sepoy of tho 
Native corps composing those detachments who were 
originally attached to the same, oo the march to their 
respective destinations, and returned with them. 

This additional pay to commence from the first of the * 
present year. v * 

General Order, by IVarrcti Hastings, Governor- 
, General. 

Camp at Ghyrefty, January 251 h, 1 785. 

The Governor-general, having already testified his sense, 
in die General Orders issued by die Governor-general and 
Council, of the meritorious conduct of the corps lately 
returned from the Carnatic, can add nothing to the credit 
of their services by any acknowledgment which he, as an 
individual, can make to diem; yet they will not be dis- 
pleased to receive from him die separate tribute of hu 
pardcularand personal thanks, for Jus share of the repu- 
tation which their actions have reflected on the govern- 
ment of Bengal, in its original appointment of die de- 
tachment to the relief of the Carnatic. 

Great as the exertions have been, which were made hy 
the gallant troops employed on (hat service, it wad in no 
degree derogate front lliero to affirm, That to this aid the 
Company’s possessions and interests under die presidency 
of Tort St. George owe their present existence; am! that 
with every report made to diis government of the suc- 
cesses of the war, the most honourable mention was 

some occssloa of a fen dejoie, which they did not execute very cor- 
rectly— “ D a those fellows, they sre jotnJ fur nothing but 

fighting " 
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timformly made of the Bengal detachment, as primarily 
distinguished by its patience of hardship, its generous 
Submission to the pressure of those wants which affected 
every corps of the service, but which were to them/ 

* acting at such a distance from their native homes, the 
cause of aggravated distress, by its steady discipline, 
activity, and effective valour 

The Governor-general has deemed it incumticnt upon 
him to visit the detachment in person, to offer his thanks 
to them before their separation, and desires that the com- 
manding officer, whom he is proud to call Ins friend,* 

* Anil male them known in public orders to the officers, 
his countrymen, and to the Native officers and private 
sepoys of the detachment 

The term of his public existence is now withm a few 
days of its close But it is a consolation to him thus to 
mu with lus regrets, for the loss of a service endeared to 
him by many years of care, attachment and vicissitudes, 
a declaration of justice and gratitude marking its last 
period iSigned) "Warren Hastings 

Minutes of Council, 2 6th January , 1785 
The following Minute, by the Governor general, being 
so consonant to the ideas of the other Members, and 
so creditable to himself, they requested and obtained 
his Permission for the Publication of it at length, in 
General Orders 

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
The detachment scut from tins presidency to the relief 
*>f the Carnatic consisted, in its original formation, of above 

Colonel Thomaj Deane Pearse of Bengal art Heiy 

a a a 
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5,000 men; and is now reduced, by die service it* has 
seen, to Jess than 2,000. These small remains being 
returned to Ghyrett}, the Governor-genera] yesterday 
visited tlieir encampment; and Jjc hopes that the Hoard 
Mill allow that indulgence to his feelings, excited by the 
mixed sentiments of gratitude and regret, which were 
impressed by the occasion, as to accept with candour the 
following* recommendation which it has induced him to 
mahe in their behalf : i i ’ 

The Board have liberally reworded the services of the 
Natncofficcrs and privates of the detachment, and afforded 
such testimonies of those which have been rendered by 
the European officers, as will he felt by men professing 
the spirit of honour which they have so signally displayed, 
with sentiments superior to such as are excited by the 
pledges of substantial bounty, — neither is it easy to devise 
others. Such additional honours as may be bestowed, 
the gov cnior-gcv oral now begs leave to recommend; and 
these are, as follow s ; 

1st. 'flint a sword be given to Colonel Pearse, the 
commanding officer of the corps, and one to cacli of the 
lieutenant-colonels his second and third in command, 
JJciiteiiant-Colonel 1'dmonstone and JJciitcnant-Cofouei 
lllai\e, both as a testimony of their fjiihful and meritorious 
services, and for the incitement of example to other* 
their juniors. 

2dly. That the ofliars who are note attached to the 
corps, in whatever degree of command, may be confirmed 
in tlieir stations ami commands, notwithstanding the 
pnmt tulis of sppointimiit Such an indulgence w df 
Ire npiallt graft ful to the officers l hem whet, and t« the 
men who havr served wills them, as the removal of die 
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former, for the sake of a literal adherence to general rule, 
Mould appear like the privation of the right, width the 
chance of hard and set ere service lias given to the sur- 
viving officers of the. detachment, in fat our of others who 
have enjoyed a long season of repose j and Would lie a 
crud separation of the sepoys from the officers to whom 
they arc endeared by their common sufferings, and ope- 
rate as a more cruel hardship, lit placing them under 
strangers, to whom their merits will he unknown or nnfelt. 

Sdly. That the names of the officers be entered on 
record, for such future marks of the favour of government 
as the rules of the service may admit ; and to this list may 
be joined, on the same principle, that of the officers who 
hate lately served with the other great detachment re- 
turned from the other side of India. 

Tliis is the la9t appeal which 1 shall make to my present 
colleagues in the administration ; and I venture to declare, 
without consulting them, that the sentiments of one are 
similar to my own, from the same impulse, excited by the 
personal meeting with men so deserving, and among them 
* -some veterans who were once his associates m the same 
career of military enterpnze ; and that those of my suc- 
cessor* will be not less favourable, when, to the spirit of 
liberal discernment, lie shall have joined the same per- • 
sonal motives as those which 1 have ascribed to myself 
and Mr. S tallies. + 

(Signed) IVarhen Hastings. 

* Sir John M'Pherson, Bart. > 

f SuMm, 'Es^. tsfits.be* «,C wiw.t— -Cuniwtj vn die anny 

(. commanded a battalion at the battle of Dinar. 
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Extracts from Mr. Hastings's Narrative of the 
Insurrection which happened in the Zeemecdary 
of Benares, in the month of August, 173 ]. 

V On my arrival at Chunar, I found myself in great 
and immediate distress for want of money. The troops 
were some four, and others five months in arrears; and 
ns the Rajah Clieyt Sing had the country on nil aides at 
his devotion, I had not the smallest prospect of ohtnintng 
supplies, until the motions of our troops from different 
quarters should open a communication : I have, however, 
great pleasure in testifying that, distressed as the Sepoys 
were for the want of money, they never manifested the 
least symptom of discontent. I frequently visited the 
camp, and passed the lines each time io review: once, 
find only once, I 'heard one or two voices of complaint, 
hut neither clamorous nor disrespectful. 

“ \\ hatexer judgment may be passed on my particular 
•conduct, I am jet happy that it has proved the means of 
calling forth the inherent virtue of my country men, and 
displaying toull the powers and people of .India, Loth the 
national character, and the national constitution, by such 
rJftct* as have been unrecorded in their histories, rind are 
scarce conceivable by their habits of thinling. 

“The suddenness of our calamities ; the distance of as. 
si stance; the privation of every present resource; the 
manifest interest which animated and impelled every 
corps, and every individual, to the support of the common 
cause; end (he rapidity with which they rushed I© repel 
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the common danger, — arc facts of universal observation , 
and will contribute more effectually to the permanency 
of the British influence and dominion than the most 
splendid victories obtained over ad\crsane$ of the highest 
reputation; because they shew the harmony which unites 
all the parts of our government, and their augmented 
strength under the compression of external violence , — * 
and will be remembered as a most striking example, 
which every man concerned m its operations will apply to 
his own interests and feelings, that its greatest and most 
successful exertions have arisen out of the most desperate 
emergencies, and have fallen, in every such instance, with 
the most dreadful vengeance on the heads of its aggressors 
“The same spirit animated every officer of every corps, 
and infused itself into the men under their command, w ith 
•an effect so far exceeding the common occurrences of 
human affairs, that in the short space of one month, this 
great and valuable province, which had been suddenly 
and wholly lost, was m substance wholly recovered to the 
British empire n 

After particularizing the meritorious services of officers 
and corps, Mr, Hastings concludes as follows — 

u Such have been the spirited and judicious exertions 
of your officers and troops, in support of the Company’s 
most valuable rights and possessions, of the dignity of 
their Government, of the honour and safety of their Chief 
Magistrate a conduct which manifests the strongest 
attachment and affection on their parts, and implies au 
observance of jusUce and regard to the prosperity and 
happiness of those who are pfacerf under our authority, 
on ours 

“ These arc circumstances which will always afford me 
A * 4 
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the most pleasing reflections, notwithstanding the cala* 
nuties which hate produced them.” 1 

The following observations may he appropriately 
added, in illustration of the foregoing testimony. 

Let it not be forgotten, that on the critical occasion of 
the molt of Chey t Sing, and the provinces under his con- 
I troul, the fidelity, attachment, and devotion of the Native 
soldiery to their sense of duty, was inherent, spontaneous/ 
and undisguised ; for had the shadow of any other feeling 
found place in their minds, there was no European force 
employed on lliat service, nor near at hand, which could 
I for a moment have overawed or Controulcd the conduct 
J of the Native troops: the only European, detailshaving 
been, a? before mentioned, the two flank companies of the 
2d European Regiment, a small portion of artillery, and 
the company of Foreign Rangers ; and of the latter nearly 
half were killed and wounded, in flic rash attack and 
failure on the town of Ramnagurh. 

The follow ing anecdote, connected with the warfare 
to which the Benares insurrection gave rise, is worthy of 
being added. — It is contained in one of the affidavits in 
the Appendix to Mr. Hastings's Narrative, before quoted. 

The spirit of revolt and hostility toward the English 
Government soon spread itself over the provinces of the 
Vizier’s dominions, which were contiguous to those of the 
Zee meed ary of Benares. 

The corps in the Vizier's service, which were com* 
mantled by English officers, (lint for the purpose front 
the Company's army,) in some instances mutinied, and 
were disposed to join the insurgents • whilst other detach* 
merits and parties remained faithful to their officers, and 
taking refuge in fort«, S%.c. exerted their efforts to oppose 
the torrent of hostility and sedition. 
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Tiie afiuhnit states, that the fort of Ghoruckpoor ins 
attacked b% Bear six thousand rebels , there was a Jema 
dar(Natnc officer) and about fiftj men in the fort, who 
helmed most gallantl) The attack commenced near 
nine o’clock m the evening , they carried the outer fort, 
which was too extensile, and the part} were obliged to 
retire to the citadel, where there were upwards of two 
hundred prisoner* confined they cndeiionred to seize 
the Sepovs, in which attempt nineteen of the prisoners 
were put to death, and many wounded The attack con- 
tinued till near four o’clock in the afternoon, when Shaw- 
mut Khan, a jemadar, and nine men, who had been or- 
dered to march there from Puroonab at the beginning of 
die disturbances m the country, arrived in the town , the 
people told them to throw down their arms, and run off 
to the jungles to save their lives, for it was impossible 
for them to get into the fort, as it w as surrounded by six 
thousand rebels, who must carry it in a few minutes 
The Jemadar, with admirable presence of mind, re- 
plied, that be was only the advanced party, and that the 
Captain with the Battalion and the guns, were close after 
them, —called out to n man to run anti bring them up, 
that the whole of the rebets might be destroyed, — and im- 
mediately fired upon the rebels The report instantly 
spread, a panic seized tire whole, and they ran off in the 
utmost confusion He joined the party m the fort with 
his nine men they sallied out after the rebels, and cut 
off about two hundred of them During the attacks, the 
rebels frerptentlv called out to the Jemadar to deliver up 
the place to them, as they had Perwanahs from the 
Begum, Chcjt Sing, and Sadutt Ally, for what they did 
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APPENDIX T. 

■General Orders , by Earl Cornu allis , Commander 
in Chief, on the return of the Eight Batta- 
lions of Bengal Sepoys from the rear in My- 
sore 
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r conveyance so much at variance with their feelings and 
inclinations. It is a pleasing reflection to him, that dur- 
ing his government, a spirit has been shewn b) the Native 
soldiery of sacrificing their prejudices to their duty, and 
of overcoming th§ir natural reluctances when tire state 
has occasion for their services; and he trusts that the 
example set by the Volunteers, of embarking on board 
ship, and the reports vvliich they will spread among their 
fellow soldiers of the great care and attention bestowed 
by Government, and the officers of ships, to render their 
situation during the voyage as comfortable and commo- 
dious as possible, w ill completely remove from the minds 
of the Native soldiers in the service of the Company, that 
aversion to sea voyages which so long prevailed amongst 
them. 

It is positively enjoined to commanding officers of bat- 
talions to which the Volunteers will be distributed, that 
they pay particular attention to the merits of those men, 
and hold in remembrance their claims to promotion, when 
opportunities occur. 

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell in the 
field, of Major Russell, and the other staff officers of the 
detachment, and of commanding officers of corps, was on 
different occasions noticed in terms of strong approbation 
in the General Orders to the army, and the Commander 
in Chief has great pleasure in now declaring, that Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Cockerell, in the general command of the 
detachment, has manifested so unremitting an attention 
Vi dwt esw*. 'if. *1 ia 'Hwlfis htts. -diurgt, -aid i ‘to ‘frit im- 
portant object of economy in public expenses, as to en- 
title him to the fullest approbation and thanks of Govern- 
ment ; whilst the accounts received from every quarter, 
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of the orderly behaviour of the troops during the march 
to and from Madras, as well m our own countries as those 
of our friends and allies, are unquestionable proofs of the 
discipline and regularity which has been maintained in the 
detachment 

(Signed,) * P Murray, 
Adjutant Genera! 

issued in Camp, on the southern bank of the Sooban 
Recka River, 25th January, 1795 
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* Detachment Or das, by Lt Colonel Coda ell 

Camp South of the Soolmn Rccka River, 
21st January, 1793 

Tun detachment being armed on the southern boun- 
dary of the Honourable Company’s Bengal Provinces, 
the place of rendezvous of corps, m March, 1790, and 
where I t Colonel Cockerell liad tlie honour to enter on 
the command, hr embraces the occasion to congratulate 
officers mil troops on their return from a very long and 
arduous foreign am let It has been a service that admit- 
ted of t xertions of military ardour and gallantry, which 
will give •» lustre to their reputation more than usually 
occurs and the proof these Native corps have evinced 
of attachment to their colours is not less conspicuously 
creditable, than is the willing zeal they displayed on every 
occasion where their services were commanded during the 
late- vras with )W SvsUavwv of Mjwst 
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The t try commendable conduct observed by the troops 
in all intercourse with the inhabitants of the districts in the 
route of the march, the Commanding Oflicer is authorized 
to speak of from his own observation : but he possesses 
the additional satisfaction of public acknowledgments 
from the Chiefs of Settlements, Collectors, and Reuters, 
in terms of thanks and high praise of the behaviour of the 
detachment, anti which Lieu tenant -Colonel Cockerell has 
this day preferred to Earl Cornwallis. 

The corps composing the detachment-will separate to 
their respective destinations from this encampment. Lt. 
Colonel Cockerell therefore takes this opportunity to de- 
clare to the officers and soldiers, that lie shall ever retain 
the most perfect esteem foe their merits. 

’The ’testimonials published in the General Orders of 
the Grand Army, whilst serving in Mysore, by the Right 
Honourable Earl Cornwallis, of the ardour, the obedience, 
and the patience under fatigues of service, which these 
corps manifested, are so recent, that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cockerell w ould deem it superfluous to retrace those oc- 
casions in any Orders by him; but lie has adverted to 
them that he might express in this public manner his own 
personal acknowledgments to the corps: a sentiment 
which naturally presents itself to his mind, from having 
bad the honour to be their Commanding Officer during a 
service that lias added to their military reputation, aud 
which lie entreats of Commanding Officers to explain to 
their corps in his name. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell hopes that Major RusSell, 
his second in command, and the commanding officers of 
battalions, w dl be assured that he entertains the highest 
sense of their unwearied attentions to the corps, and of 



300 


APPENDIX. 


the support they have invariably afforded him in the du- 
ties of his command. He has had the peculiar happiness ' 
to see his orders obeyed with o promptness and zeal 
which scarcely required the coercion of the powers an- 
nexed to command ; a zeal certainly founded on the first 
military principles, " confidence, and respect for autho- 
rity;” but to which he has the pride to believe, a third 
principle obtained some influence; a regard to lus station 
in the public responsibility of command : it is a proof of 
tbeir friendship that will make a lasting impression on his 
memory', and claims his most sincere thanks. 

. To the European officers in general, and staff, JLicutc- 
tiant-Colonel Cockerell wishes to acknowledge the very 
sensible pleasure with which he has observed their inva- 
riable endeavours united to promote the harmony of io- 
ciety since the formation of the detachment ; the singular 
success resulting therefrom redounds no less favourably 
to their private stations than is their public conduct ho- 
nourable to their official capacities. 

(Signed) Edmund Wells, 

Major of Brigade. 


APPENDIX G. 

7Vic folto'a'ius; Account of the Action of the 
2 Gth of October, 1791, is copied from the Cal- 
cutta Gazette. 

Camp Ramporr, 2Glh October, t<p». 
The whole line was ordered to be under »rm« this 
morning an hour before daylight; tic General and hi* 
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staff moved to reconnoitre some miles in front ; they saw 
the enemy forming In full force; ami after waiting some 
time to judge of the probable disposition they would talc, 
rode back to camp to direct the arrangements for action. 
Our army moved forward tn line, the artillery In the inter- 
vals of corps, the cavalry on the right flank ; the charge of 
the enemy .was most daring and gallant, and it is utterly 
impossible it could hare been surpassed; both lines met, 
and intermingled. The bayouct at length prevailed, and 
our army pursued the enemy across the Doojoora rivulet. 
The enemy was said to hare consisted of 25,000 men, of 
which 4,000 were cavalry, who directed all their efforts 
against the reserve, and made dreadful execution. The* 
number of the enemy killed was great. Our loss in Eu- 
ropean officers was very afflicting. Major Bolton was 
shot, after haring cut down aereral of the assailants.* 
His battalion behaved with a degree of steadiness which 
would have done honour to the most disciplined corps in 
the world. 

The charge on the part of the enemy was particularly 
singular; they formed mime, infinitely beyond the extent 
of ours, in deep wedges, supposed of 50 deep. When 
the signal for our advancing was giren, we moved m good 
order, slowly forward, at that tune about 1200 yards from 
the enemy. They likewise moved towards us. When 
the lines were within about 500 yards of each other, 
Gholam Mahomed’s people scattered individually, ap- 
proached m that extraordinary manner, and contested the 
point with our bayonets . They appeared to despise ottt 

* Major Bolton commanded the 18th Battalion. lie wss a r«* 

mwlraMj Urge, powerful man. 
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muskclr} , and upon every discharge of artillery, em- 
braced the ground, instantly rising again, and advancing 
to the charge , their arms were spears, matchlocks, and 
swords, winch latter they emplojed with destructive ef- 
fect, and their attack, as by universal consent, was called 
the Highland Charge 
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It was about the middle of July, 1804, that ll e retreat 
commenced, and with the exception of the short halt 
under the walls of Rampoorah, where, the troops had 
some little repose, the men endured the greatest hardships 
and privations with heroic firmness, and perfect obedience 
to authority 

The whole of the camp-equipage was abandoned at the 
Mokundra pass, on the third day of the retreat Troln 
that time the troops had no shelter whatsoever from the 
elements, nor any provisions but what they could find in 
the deserted villages which were contiguous to the route 
of the detachment Many of the men were without 
shoes, performing long and harassing marches by day and 
night, from twelve to twenty four hours together, con- 
stantly surrounded by large bodies of the enemj s horse, 
attacking, or making demonstrations of attack, from time 
to time , and frequently making use of their light artilleiy, 
which could not be replied to, the whole of the guns of 
the detachment having been spiked and abandoned in the 
early part of the retreat The rainy season w as at its 
height, so that the flooded state of that quagg) country 
rendered the marching doubly fatiguing, and when the i 



troops were allowed intervals for halting, 'they had not 
any shelter, nor a diy spot to rest upon. 

Every mode of bribery, intrigue, and terror, was prac- 
tised by the enemy to withdraw the Sepoys from their al- 
legiance. Money was offered^ promotion, &c. was pro- 
mised to all who would quit their colours, and give up 
their officers; with threats of the most cruel treatment to 
all who should fall into the enemy’s hands; a threat 
which was most inhumanly verified in many instances af- 
terwards. 

As soon as any of the enemy’s spies were discovered, 
they were seized by the men, and brought to their officers, 
to whom they urged the propriety of shooting them 
without further ceremony. 

Under the influence of despair, more than any other 
motive, it was conceived, some few desertions did take 
place ; but the instances were few indeed, considering the 
dilemma to which those gallant troops were reduced. 

The enemy’s cavalry was so numerous, that the troops 
were obliged to march in a square wherever the country 
admitted of that order being preserved; this increased the 
restraint and fatigue of the march : but the security and 
confidence which it yielded, made the men conform to it 
with the utmost precision and alacrity . 

The men were often heard to express their wish that 
General Monson would halt, and wait the arrival of the 
whole of the enemy’s army, when they would be answer- 
able with their lives to put him in possession of all (he 
enemy’s guns.* At other times they w ould express their 

* The enemy’* cavalry with some light artillery were pressing the 
retreating troops, whilst his infantry, and a very extensive p-irh of 
artillery were following. 
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agony and mortification, that the reputation which they 
had acquired under General Lick (Lord Lake) should be 
tarnished by a retreat, which would never have taken 
place, if their wishes could ha\e prevailed 

In consequence of the swollen state of the rivers, owing 
to the periodical rams, the retreat of die detachment was 
impeded for several days on the banks of a mulct between 
Kotah and Rampoorah, and which they were at length 
compelled to cross under circumstances of the utmost 
difficulty, in order to avoid starvation The only mode 
that could be resorted to for getUng the troops across was 
by making rafts from such wood as could begot from the 
roofs of houses in the neighbouring villages, and by 
making the elephants swim to and fro with as many men 
as they could carry at a time Rut a dreadful scene of 
confusion and disaster ensued, rafts crowded with men 
went down before they reached the opposite bank, nnd 
when the elcpl ants became tired from swimming across 
so often, they frequently m the midst of thu stream shook 
all who were on their backs into the river , most, or nil of 
whom perished Towards twgl t most of the troops had 
crossed or penshed, but most of the camp followers, sol- 
diers* wives, children, he remained on the ojipositc side 
till morning Those unfortunate creatures liad no protec- 
tion, and during the night, bands of robbers and free- 
booters from the lulls attacked, plundcrc 1, and massacred 
many of tl cm, vrl dst tburcncj were heard by their hus- 
bands, fathers, S>.c on the other aide of the mcr, w! o 
st ere tortured into a state of despair and frenrj It was 
with the utmost difficulty the officers could | remit tho 
men from throwing themselves into die rner under the 
influence of l! cir agonized feelings Sentinels w«re 
posted along the bank for the purpose, but notwithstand 
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tng, several men, it was understood, lost tlieir lives in 
tliat dreadful manner. 

-At the passage of the Banass river, on the 24th of Au- 
gust, when the troops composing the rear guard, consist- 
ing of the Cd Battalion 2d Regiment, anil the piquets of 
the line, under the gallant Major Sinclair, were near!) an- 
nihilated by the overwhelming force which the enemy 
brought against them after tire rest of the detachment had 
crossed the river, and could render the rear-guard no sup- 
port, large bodies of the enemy’s horse haring also crossed 
the river to keep them in check, a remarkable instance of 
heroism and 4 devotion was displayed by a Subadar or Je- 
madar of the fid of the fid, who was seen from the oppo- 
site side of the river, retiring with a stand of colours m 
one hand, and defending himself with the other, until he 
reached the bank of the river, into which he plunged, but 
sunk with the colours, to rise no more * 

Exhausted and broken down as the gallant remains of 
this unfortunate detachment were, when they reached 
Agra, on the 30th August, and following daj s, (for from 
the Biana pass to Agra, a distance of about 50 miles, 
there was no longer any connected order of inarch pre- 
served,) the troops no sooner heard that Lord lake 
was pressing forward with such corps as could be col- 
lected, for the purpose of checking the enemy’s career, 
than they all expressed the most earnest desire to be spee- 
dily equipped for the field, that they might hav e an op- 

* The colours of the Native battalions, of which there are two 
stands with each corps, &s in His Majesty’s service, an union and 
a regimental colour, arc always earned by Native commissioned 
officers 
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portunity of revenging the sufferings to wliich they bad 
been exposed. t 

The Commander in Chief, in testimony of his sympa- 
thy and perfect conviction of their meritorious conduct, 
ordered the Island 2d Battalions of the 1 2 th, and the 2d 
Battalion of the 21st, being the three corps which were 
first re-equipped, to join the army in the field, and ap- 
pointed those corps with the flank companies of his 
Majesty’s 22d Foot, to constitute the reserve of the army 
under his Lordship’s persona! command ; in which situ- 
ation they had the honour of accompanying the cavalry 
during the laborious marches for thirteen successive days, 
m pursuit of Holkar’s cavalry from Dehly to Futtehgurh. 

N. B. The position from which the detachment com- 
menced its retreat was upwards of 350 miles from 
Agra. 

The Official Account of the proceedings of the detach- 
ment, from the 7tli of July to the eud of August, was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary of the 
2d of October, 1804. / 
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The following affecting circumstances relating to the 2d 
Battalion 25th Begiment are so honourable to the 
memory of Captain Charles Christie, by whom that 
corps w as first raised and formed ; and at the same 
time such a noble illustration of the characteristic 
virtues and feelings of the Native Soldiery of India, 
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that, being m possession of the authenticated fact, 
it would be unpardonable to omit its insertion m tins 
place 

} 

The C5tli regiment, with others, as has been stated, 
was raised towards the close of 1804, and Captain 
Christie was selected for the duty of raising and forming 
the Cd battalion of that regiment at Futtchgurh 

So inadequate was the previous strength of the army 
to the demand for troops, occasioned by the arduous and 
widely extended w arfare in w Inch the government of India 
was then engaged, that it was necessary, very early in 
t.1805, to bring those young corps forward, to co-operate 
with the army engaged m the field 
Meritorious and indefatigable as were the exertions of 
all the officers who were employed in raising and forming 
those corps, it will be no disparagement to them to de- 
clare, that the 2d of the 25th, under Captain Christie, 
surpassed the others by its more early appearance of 
military efficiency and perfection 

Captain Chmtie was blessed with that happy bene- 
ficence of disposition which made it his constant practice 
and delight to blend paternal kindness and conciliation 
With the requisite exercise of authority as an officer 
To use the words of an eye-witness, “ Captain Christie 
had raised, clothed and disciplined the corps with all the 
tenderness of a parent, and all the solicitude and pnde of 
a soldier the commander and the men were proud of 
each other But he had barely accomplished this first 
wish of bis heart in bringing the corps to maturity, when 
he was seized with a violent illness, which, in a few days, 
n b 3 
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deprived (lie corps and tlic service of a xaluahlc and ex- 
emplary officer. 

“Captain Christie died on the 30 th of .April, 1605, and 
was buried at Saintrcc, ou the left bank of the Jumna, 
between Agra and Muttra. The Native officers of the 
corps, so contra nr to tlicir customs and religious pre- 
judices, solicited permission to carry the corpse of their 
beloved commander to the grave: the whole corps fol- 
lowed the mournful procession with a genera! countenance 
of affliction and grief, presenting one of the most affecting 
scenes I ever beheld. After the funeral ceremony each 
sepoy stepped forward to look into the grave, threw a 
clod of earth on the coffin, and retired m melancholy 
silence , the whole corps son-owing in tears.” 

A similar instance of grateful attachment and respect 
for their commanding officer was since evinced by the 
2d Battalion of the 3d Regiment, on the death of Lieute- 
nant-CoIonel John Foster, at Dehly, in May, 1811 ; 
which is also >vell worthy of being recorded in this 
little memoir, and is therefore copied accordingly from 
the Calcutta Government Gazette * — 

JDied atDelily, on the 11th instant, (May, 1811,) Lieu- 
tenant Colonel John Toster , commanding the 2d Batta- 
lion 3d Regiment of Native infantry. 

“This worthy and lamented man was beloved and 
esteemed by all who had the happiness of knowing him. 
He was an affectionate husband, a tender father, and 
faithful friend: fa zealous and valuable officer; and a 
atnet, yet temperate* disciplinarian. 

“ As a last mark of affection to his person and vene- 
ration for liis memory, the sepoys of lus battalion en- 
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treated to be allowed to carry his remains to the place of 
interment: their wish was complied with, and the) bore 
hts coffin to the gra\e. 

** The solemnity of the funeral procession, live un- 
feigned sentiments of sorrow depicted In the counte- 
nances of the whole of the troops in garrison, consisting 
of two battalions and five companies of sepoj9 ami the 
artillery brigades, which attended the funeral, were greatly 
affecting." 

Men, who, by such noble conduct, exalt the character 
of their nation amongst foreign tribes and in distant 
regions of the globe, may indeed be said to deserve well 
of their country ; and to be entitled to its best distinc- 
tions and rewards. "But whether such be their recom- 
pense or not, they will derive a still higher gratification 
in the consciousness of having well fulfilled one great 
principle of Christian duty, by having considered and 
treated alt mankind as their brethren ; and by the joyful 
anticipation of extending to their relatives and friends the 
heartfelt consolation of finding their memories endeared 
to them, by the honour and respect with which their 
characters may be pourtrayed at that time, when the 
honour and respect of mankind can alone be duly 
appreciated. 


APPENDIX J. 

General Orders by the Commander in Chief, 
Head Quarters on board the Honourable 
■ Company's Ship Walthamstow. 

Saugur Roads, 24lh February, 1757. * 

The Right Honourable Lord Lake having taken his 
n u 4 
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departure from Fort William for the purpose of return- 
ing to Europe, feels himself now called upon to perform 
the last act of public duty ia Jus situation of Com- 
mander in Cliief in India, by recording his final testimony, 
of the character and conduct of the army of India, and of 
all the officers and soldiers who have served under his 
command. 

In attempting the discharge of that duty, his Lordship 
feels it difficult, either to do justice to them or to his own 
feelings, under the mixed sensations of pride and regret, 
inseparable from the occasion of contemplating their 
merits, and of bidding adieu to officers and men, collec- 
tively and individually endeared |o him by habits of inter- 
course and the mutual exertions of the spirit of profes- 
sional enterprise, during the long period of six years, for 
the most part passed amidst the vicissitudes of climate 
and the laborious duties of the field, in the service of their 
king and country. 

The merits and the pervices of the army, and of all the 
officers and troops engaged in the late arduous war in 
India, have been so repeatedly and emphatically ex- 
pressed, and recorded by the supreme government of the 
British possessions in Asia, and the gratitude and applause 
of the Commander in Chief have been so frequently called 
forth to express his admiration of the gallant spirit of en- 
terprize and exertions of the.officers, the steady discipline 
and undaunted valour of the troops, that the Commander 
in Chief feels any endeavour of lfis, to add to their repu- 
tation, would only tend to lessen its estimation, in pro- 
portion as the attempt must fall short of the praise which 
it deserves.^ , _ , 

It therefore only remains for his Lordsliip , to express 
once wore bis most sincere and hearty thanks for the dis- 
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tinguislied honour which he has derived from the gallant 
exertions and splendid successes of the British army in 
India; and to record that testimony, which personal 
observation and experience, during the period of sis years, 
entitles him to pronounce: that the approbation which 
has been bestowed on them has been most eminently 
deserved, and that they have established a just and un- 
doubted claim to the best rewards which can be con- 
ferred on them by a grateful government. 

The Commander in Chief feels, that to ascribe any 
peculiar merit to the conduct by which the officers and 
soldiers, his countrymen, have been actuated, beyond 
"what might attach to their distinguished valour and noble 
perseverance during a long and arduous war, would be 
felt only as a negative compliment. But lie finds it dif- 
ficult to do justice to the merits of our Native soldiers, 
who have encountered every danger with the roost exem- 
plary valour ; who have submitted to every hardship and 
privation with the utmost fortitude and perseverance; and 
who, to promote the cause in which they were engaged, 
have on many occasions made a ready and cheerful 
sacrifice of every habit and prejudice w Inch they had been 
taught to regard as dear and inviolable. 

If any weight can attach to his success, or any influence 
be derived from the acknowledged national benefits that 
have been justly ascribed to the fortitude and valour of 
the British army in India, during the period of his com- 
mand, the Commander in Chief will esteem it the greatest 
honour, and the highest gratification of his life, to employ 
that weight and influence in promoting the interests and 
exalting the character of that gallant army to which he 
now subscribes his affectionate farewell. 
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The remainder of Ins days will be enlivened by the 
recollection of those public services, which obtained for 
him the approbation of his king and country and his 
Lordship v ill never cease to cherish tl e affectionate 
remembrance of the companions of his glory and the 
promoters of his success, during the eventful period of 
his long command m India 

(Signed) Henr\ IVorsley, 

Lt Col Adj Gen Bengal Arm* 


APPENDIX K 

The 1st of November, 1803, the anmversaty of the 
battle of Lasswarne, having been appointed for the cere- 
mony of presenting the honorary colours to the 1st and 
Ed Battalions of the 15tli Regiment of Native infantry, 
then stationed at Barrachpoore, the regiment was drawn 
up at an early 1 our for the reception of Lord Minto, the 
Governor general, who did the corps the honour to pre- 
sent the colours at the head of the grenadier companies 
previously advanced to receive them 

On presenting the colours to Lieutenant Colonel Bur 
rcll, his Lordship delivered the following animated address, 
equally appropriate to the occasion, and honourable to 
the corps — 

Colonel Burhell, 

“ It is not unusual, on occasions like the present, to 
deliver a few thoughts adapted to the nature of the cere- 
mony In a common case, therefore, I might, perhaps, 
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without Impropriety, have prefaced this solemnity with 
observing, that the ensigns of a military body arc not to 
be regarded as mere decorations to catch the notice of 
the vulgar, but that they' have ever been esteemed, by 
good soldiers, the emblems and the pledges of those 
virtues and eminent endowments which form the best, 
nnd Indeed the peculiar ornaments, of the military' cha- 
racter. I might Ime said, that whoever casts his eyes 
on his colours, is reminded of loyalty to his sovereign 
and his country; fidelity to the government ho serves; 
obedience to command; valour in the field; constancy 
under fatigue, privation and hardship. That he alone 
maintains the honour of his colours who lives and dies 
without reproach; and that when a soldier has pronounced 
the vow never to abandon them, but to fall in their 
defence, be has promised in other words, that under all 
circumstances, and in every extremity, he will prefer 
duty to life itself. 

“ Such topics, Sir, as these, might have suited other 
ceremonies of a similar nature. But I am sensible that 
I should depreciate the true character of the present 
proceeding, and I feel that I should degrade the high 
honours which I have the happiness to present to you, 
in the name of yonr country, if I thought it necessary' to 
expatiate on the duties and virtues of military life, 
addressing myself as I now am, to men, who have afforded 
to their country and to the world, so many clear and signal 
proofs of every quality that can illustrate their honourable 
profession. 

« These colours are delivered, therefore, to your care, 
not as pledges of future desert, — they are at once the 
reward of services already performed, and the memorial 
of glory already acquired. 
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♦'The} display, indeed, the title audmsighia of one great 
and splendid \ictory , in the celebration of which, we find 
ourselves, at this very hour, commemorating another tri- 
umph, in which also you were partakers It might, in- 
deed, have been difficult to select a day for this ceremony, 
which would not have recalled some one of the many 
distinguished actions, which have entitled you to share 
the fame of your renowned nnd lamented commander, 
and which would not have reminded us, that as his revered 
name is stamped indelibly on your banners, so you were, 
indeed, associated with him in all the dangers, exertions 
and successes of his glorious campaigns * 

“I beg jou, Sir, to express to the 15th regiment, the 
cordial satisfaction I experience, m bearing with my own 
hand, this public testimony of the high regard and esteem 
I entertain for this distinguished body of men , and I re- 
quest you to convey, above all, the assurances of my firm 
confidence, that colours obtained at Dehly, and presented 
on the anniversary of Lasswame, can only acquire new 
lustre in their hands ” 

Lieutenant Colonel Bun ell, in reply 

41 My Lobd, 

In the name of the 15th regiment of Bengal sepoys, I 
humbly entreat your Lordship to accept our unfeigoed 
and respectful thanks for the"high honour your Lordship 
has had the goodness to confer on us, by presenting these 
honorary colours , and for the favourable terms in w Inch 
you have been pleased to mention our endeavours in the 
service of our country 

* The word Lale mi embroidered in a wreath, under the other 
devices, on the honorary colours 
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« These colours, my Lord, we receive with gratitude, 
and will preserve with honouT, or fall to their defence 


APPENDIX L. 

General Orders 

Head Quarters, Isle of Mauritius, August 11th, 1811. 
The Cd Bengal Volunteer Battalion, under the com- 
mand of Captam Lumley, being upon the eve of depar- 
ture for India, His Excellency Major General H Warde 
cannot allow them to depart without expressing the very 
high sense he entertains of the particularly meritorious 
orderly, and soldier like conduct which has been mani- 
fested by the whole of that corps, from the highest rank 
of officers to the pm ate soldier, from the moment of land- 
ing upon the island, until the present period 

His Excellency Major General \\ arde avails himself 
of this opportunity of assuring the whole of the Officers, 
Native Officers, and troops, which have already returned 
to India, and those that remain, that he entertains gene- 
rally, similar sentiments of tfieir uniform, meritorious, and 
soldier like conduct, during the time lie has had the 
honour of commanding them , and as he may probably 
never have the pleasure of serving with them again, after 
their departure from this island, he now with sincerity 
declares, that lie shall ever feel a lively interest m their 
welfare and success 
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APPENDIX M* 

Extracts relating to the Native Troops of the 
Bengal Establishment , employed at the reduc- 
tion of the Island of Java, under the command 
of Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auchnuty, 
and under the auspices of Lord Minto , Gover- 
nor General , in the year 1811 . 

G. O. By the Bengal Government. 

It is highly satisfactory to the Vice-President in Co’in- 
cil to observe, that the brave Sepoys who volunteered 
their services on the expedition to Java, have shared and 
emulated the glory of the European troops, and have thus 
afforded an additional and signal instance of that fidelity, 
zeal/ and gallantry, for which the Honourable Company’s 
Native troops have uniformly been distinguished. 


Train the Calcutta Gazette of October, 1811. 

We have read with sincere pleasure the many concur- 
ring accounts that have been received, in commendation 
of the Bengal Sepoys semng’Tvith the expedition against 
Java; and we are happy to record, that in the several 
actions with the cnemj, they distinguished themselves by 
their steadiness and gallantry: all accounts agree in stating, 
that their discipline, coolness, nnd intrepidity, were uni- 
versally admired ; and to he honourably distinguished in 
an army where every man proved himself a hero, is the 
highest praise that a soldier can receive. 
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A Sepoy Volunteer from the 1st Battalion ~7 tl* Bcgu 
went of Bengal Native Infantry, named Bahadur Khan, 
who was detached with the Hankers, distinguished him- 
self on the day of the action ; lie certainly bayoneted six 
of the Frcncluncn, and did not fire a shot : some of the 
Europeans of Ills Majesty’s CQtli and TBlIi say, he killed 
nine. He was promoted to Hoick, or Corporal, the 
next day. 


’ APPENDIX N. 

In the year 1800, two ferocious, or wild elephants 
made their appearance at the station of the Ramgurh 
Battalion at Hazaree Baugh. Those animals, which were 
of an uncommon size,* did much mischief, but were at 
length vanquished aud put todcath, after having made se- 
veral funous charges on the two four-pounder field-pieces 
which were brought out against them * nineteen 4-lb. can- 
non balls, discharged from those pieces, were taken Out 
of the bodies of the animals after they fell, and it was sup- 
posed eight or ten more were buried in their carcasses. 

The commanding officer^of the corps made an official 
report on the subject to the Commander in Cluef, and 
after bestowing great praise on the artillery-meir who 
served the guns, for their extraordinary steadiness and 

* The dimensions of the largest were as follows —Length from 
end of trunk to end of tail, 2G feet 9£ inches; height, 11 feet; 
round the body, 17 feet Q inches, from crown of head to beneath 
the jaw, 7 feet. 



334 

bravery, — he rehted an imtancc of singular in!re|>id»iy 
on the part of a Sepoy of the Ramgurh Battalion, of 
which paragraph the following is a correct cop) — 

In addition to my testimon 3 of die good conduct of the 
artillery nicn, I think it a duty to state, that one of tl e 
wild elephants having thrown down a Subadar (Native 
officer) of the corps, and 1 is horse, and being on the 
point of destroying the former, a Sipoy, named Buldee 
Tewaree, stepped forward to his assistance, charged the 
animal with so much strength and resolution as to break 
his bayonet in his trunk, and turn his attention from the 
Subadar, whose life was thus providentially preserved 
Iv B Tins man was promoted for Jus manly and ge- 
nerous conduct 



GENERAL ORDI'RS 
15) tl c Commamltr in Chief 

fort William, 23d November, lffjS 
The Commander in Chief having received [lie orders 
of the Right Honourable till Governor General in Coun- 
cil, to express ttf the officers, non-com missioned ofiiecrx, 
and private soldiers of the scvcnl European and Native 
corps serxmg under this 1’residencv, his cordial approbh 
tion on the occasion of their voluntm and patriotic con- 
tributions towards the support of His Majcsfv’s govern 
ment , can in no way so well fulfil the gratifying dut) 
assigned to him, as b) publishing the sentiments of Jus 
Lordship in Coilntfil, in General Orders, to the end, tint 
the distinguished testunonv which is home to the Zealand 
public spirit of the European officers and soldiers, and to 
the fidelity and attachment of the Native troops to the 
service of the Company and the Untisb Government, may 
be as public as it is mented and honourable 

He desires that particular pains may be taken to ex- 
plain to the Native corps, the sentiments of approbation 
entertained by the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, at the forwardness manifested by them tojom 
their officers in so laudable a cause 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General m 
Council requests that the Commander in Chief will be 
pleased to express to the officers, min commissioned offi- 
cers, and privatesof theses eral European and Native corps 
bis cordial approbaUon of the Zealand public spirit which 
they have manifested in voluntarily contributing a portion 
of their respective incomes, towards the, support of (us 
Majesty’s government and that it will afford to tus 
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Iiordship the greatest satisfaction, to communicate to the 
Honourable the Court of Directors, so honourable a tes- 
timouy*of die loyalty and Jiberal disposition of the Euro- 
pean officers and soldiers, and of the fidelity and attach- 
ment of the Nativ e troops to the service of the Company, 
mid to the British Government 

Note.— I t ha* been deemed proper to add tins testimony, as the 
record of a fact which, however comparatively small the mite con- 
tributed by the Native soldiery, may be justly said to establish 
a claim to consideration, which should not be unto own to the 
British nation 


P S — March, 1817— Tun Writer, with the highest 
satisfaction and avidity, seizes the opportunity afforded 
luni befoie tins little work is finally committed to the 
press, to offer the tribute of lus humble, though ardent 
and grateful respect, for the enlightened wisdom and 
liberal policy of the administration that now adorns the 
Government cf Bengal , which, under the auspices of the 
beneficent soldier and statesman, the Marquis of Has- 
tings, has, in the course of the last year, enacted a regu- 
lation establishing a few easy, practicable rules for expe- 
diting the issue of all civil suits in which Native Officers 
and Sepoys may be concerned, m the several Courts of 
Tustice throughout the Provinces under the Presidency 
of Port William , whereby a material cause of dissatis_ 
faction in the mmds of the Native soldiery, as alluded 'o 
m the preceding pages, has been modified orretiovcd, 
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and their attachment to the ?cr\icc proportionately en- 
hanced ami secured: winch, combined with many other 
acts of minor, but >ery salutary attention, in regard to the 
satisfaction and welfare of the troops composing the arm) 
of Bengal, will doubtless cause the titles of IIast^os 
and Moira to be resounded with invocations of admira- 
tion and prosperilj, from the months of the Ganges, to 
the innermost parts of India. 



